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other benefits of USSB 





USSB digital entertainment is breakthrough, state-of- It is quite simply the sharpest, most brilliant picture and 
the-art transmission of television programs in the form of _ clearest sound ever broadcast. 

digital information. The result is a sparkling, super clear IT COMES TO YOU FROM OUTER SPACE. 
picture comparable to laserdisc quality. Plus sound that’s What makes it possible is the remarkable new technology 
unsurpassed even by digital CDs. The effect is startling. from RCA called the Digital Satellite System. Because it 
Action scenes become more exciting, love scenes more uses the largest, most powerful communications satellite | 


romantic, and the landscapes will take your breath away. _ ever launched, it broadcasts up to 150 channels of perfect 


digital signals that can be picked up 
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and contemporary 
films on Cinemax. 
Movies from the 
60's, 70's and 80's 
on FLIX, and non- 
stop movies on The 
Movie Channel. 
F You'll also get great 
music videos on MTV and VH-l, 


unique comedy on Comedy Central, 


great children’s programs on Nickelo- 
deon, and classic television on Nick 
at Nite. As well as quality women’s 
programs on Lifetime and the 24-hour- 
a-day fast-paced All News Channel. 
Plus our pledge to provide you with 
the very highest level of customer 
service and support...24 hours a day, 


365 days a year. 


MUSIC TELEVISION 





exclusive original programming including 
comedy, movies, documentaries, family 


series and sports specials. Plus classic 
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MOVIES YOU GET EVERY TIME YOU WATCH USSB. 
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Cinemax 2 
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Cinemax West The Movie Channel! 
Ruby in Paradise Little Man Tate 


The Movie Channel West 
Life with Mikey 





Mult. Channel 
CT ED 


MULTICHANNEL MAGIC. With USSB, you get 
five distinct channels of HBO, three channels of Showtime, 


two versions of The Movie Channel, three channels of 


Cinemax, as well as FLIX. Fourteen 
distinct premium channel choices 
every time you sit down to watch TV. 
It’s a movie-lover’s paradise. 

ONE MONTH FREE! Jo intro- 
duce this dazzling new dimension of 
television pleasure, we're offering 
everyone who purchases an RCA 
Digital Satellite System-ONE FREE 
MONTH of all our great channels. 
Experience the power of USSB digi- 
tal entertainment on the new RCA 
Digital Satellite System. Visit your 
RCA dealer or satellite TV retailer 
today, or call /-800-BETTER TV for 


more information. 


USSB 


EXPERIENCE DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT 





Mul Channel 


trademark of Conus Communications and Viacom Satellite News, Inc. Comedy Central is a registered trademark of Comedy Partners. Lifetime Television is a trademark of Lifetime Television. Age of Innocence, Beverly Hillbillies, So] Married an Axe Murderer, The Fugitive and Demolition Man as seen on 
HBO. Sleepless in Seattle, Cliffhanger, In the Line of Fire courtesy of SHOWTIME. Weekend at Bernie's, Remains of the Day and Ruby in Paradise as seen on Cinemax. Little Man Tate and Life With Mikey © Touchstone Pictures courtesy of The Movie Channel. They Call Me Mr. Tibbs courtesy of FLIX. 
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to build a collection 
of your favorite movies — on laserdisc! 
Just write in the numbers of the 3 
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus 
shipping and handling. In exchange, you 
simply agree to buy four more laserdiscs 
in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus 
shipping/handling)—and you may cancel 
membership at any time after doing so. 
What's more, you can get still one more 
movie for the low price of $19.95 and 
have less to buy later (see complete 
details in coupon). 


sent every four weeks 
(up to 13 times a year) reviewing our 
Director's Selection — plus scores of 
alternate choices, including many lower- 
priced laserdiscs. And you may also 
receive Special Selection mailings up to 
four times a year. (That's up to 17 buying 
opportunities a year.) 


If you want 
the Director's Selection, do nothing — it 
will be sent automatically. If you prefer an 
alternate selection, or none at all, just 


mail the response card always provided 
by the date specified. And you'll always. 
have 14 days to decide; if not, you may 
return the selection at our expense. 


If you 
continue your membership after fulfilling 
your obligation, you'll be eligible for our 
generous bonus plan. It enables you to 
enjoy great savings on the movies you 
want — for as long as you decide to 
remain a member! 


. We'll send details 
of the Club’s operation with your intro- 
ductory package. If not satisfied, return 
everything within 10 days at our expense 
for a full refund and no further obligation. 


For fastest service, use your credit card 
and call us toll-free 24 hours a day: 


Dept. 
J25 
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America... 
& One Person 


ata Time, ® 


LASERDISC CLUB 


National Lampoon’s 
Animal House 

Field Of Dreams 

Robin Hood: 

Prince Of Thieves 

E.T.: The Extra- Terrestrial 


0211508 
~ 0920306 








* 0976803 
* 0681106 





The Last Of The 
Mohicans (1992) 


* 1071406 





Six Degrees Of Separation 


1246206 





Shadowlands 


* 1239201 





The Bodyguard 


* 4105907 





Patriot Games _ * 4051309 


A Few Good Men 


* 1106301 





Dept. J25, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement, As a member, | need buy 
only 4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. 


Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus $1.50 each shipping and handling (total $7.50). 
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BUY YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 








instead of 4) in the next 2 years, 
Please Check How Paying: 














Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.50 shipping/handling, 
which I'm ang to my $7.50 payment {total $28.95). | then need buy only 3 more 
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Acct. No. 


0 My check is enclosed 
Charge my introductory laserdiscs and future Club purchases to: 
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Discover 
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Address 





City 





) 





Zip Phone No. ( 
Do any of the following apply to you? (41) 


Clown a Personal Computer (1) 11 | own a PC with a CD-ROM (2) 01! plan to buy a PC with a CD-ROM (3) 
Note: This offer poe to firsttime Laserdisc Club members only. Limit one per household. Columbia House reserves the 
tie 


tight to request a 
(excluding Alaska). Applicable sales tax added to 


I orders. ©1994, The Columbia House Company 


tional information, reject any our yas or cancel any membership. Offer limited to the continental U.S. 
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Your right to copy 
under attack? 


The first sale doctrine is the hard-won principle that protects your 
right to buy and use VCRs to make tapes at home for personal use. It 
was settled by the Sony Betamax case in the mid-‘80s, and has sur- 
vived many an effort to do away with it. It may have to withstand 
another, this time from a Commerce Dept. project to update copy- 
right laws for the digital ‘90s. A draft paper from the Information 
Infrastructure Task Force recommends redefining digital transmission 
as a type of distribution, like publishing, that should be controlled by 
copyright owners. The first sale doctrine, the group says, “should not 
apply” to these transmissions. Going further, the group would ban all 
products or components that defeat copy-protection codes. Want to 
make a videotape of that movie you may someday download over the 
Internet? Forget it. Want to save a copy of that Letterman-Madonna 
rematch your digital satellite dish picked up? Never mind. 

The Home Rights Recording Coalition, which represents manu- 
facturers and some consumer groups, says such rules would effectively 
rescind “existing consumer rights” dealing with first sale and fair use, 
since “Fair use is an empty right in the absence of a product to use.” 
In fact, the rules would appear to back consumers into a corner 
where any version of a digital program they might make would be 
legally suspect. The task force’s work will be be the basis for much 
debate in Washington. But its ideas serve copyright owners at the 
expense of consumers. Before they harden into statutes, they need to 
be reworked to protect explicitly the rights consumers have estab- 
lished over the years to use the movies and programs they buy or 
receive. It would be a shame to hobble with restrictions technologies 
that should expand everyone’s opportunities. 

« 

This month’s issue includes illuminating looks at big mini-screens 
and compact big-screens. The former are the LCD monitors affixed to 
the new camcorders pioneered by Sharp, Sony and JVC. Timothy 
Liebe’s “LCD Camcorder Face-Off” shows how they’re changing the 
way camcorders can be used, as well as the trade-offs you'll 
encounter. The big screens belong to front projectors, a sophisticated 
class of imagers that videophiles shouldn’t automatically discount as 
too costly or complex. Brent Butterworth’s “The Case for Front 
Projection” shows why. You'll also find our promised follow-up to last 
month’s cover story about small-dish satellite systems. We set up 
PrimeStar’s 36-inch dish and digital receiver, chief competitor to the 
Digital Satellite System that carries DirecTv and USSB programs, 
and clicked it on. To see how it fared, turn to our “Hands-On Test.” 

This month’s pages are also our first produced completely on disc, 
thanks to powerful new computers we'll also be using to sharpen our 
presentation of each month’s video news. A tip of the hat to Art 
Director Marshall Moseley for a skillful transition. 


ag ee oe 


Stan Pinkwas 
Editor 
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P..,asonic introduces the 
WJ-AVE7 Digital Video Mixer. 
With Luminance Keying and over 
100 special effects, it makes your 
videos especially effective. 

Think of the new Panasonic 
WJ-AVE7 
Video 
Mixer as 
a way to 
turbo- 
charge 
your imagination. Dual PIP 

Its sophisticated technology lets 
you do almost anything you can 
imagine at a price that’s so afforda- 
ble it’s unimaginable. For instance, 
its Luminance Keying feature lets 
you alter reality by superimposing 
video images. Its auto take feature 
creates flawless transitions, auto- 
matically. Add dual picture-in-pic- 
ture, a color corrector, over 100 
digital effects, a built-in audio 

mixing board and the optional 
video titler, WJ-TTL7, and 
this Panasonic Video 
Mixer lets you do 
almost anything 
you can 
conceive. 
And 
unlike 
other sys- 
tems, the 
WJ-AVE7’s 
digital synchronizer 
lets you dissolve or wipe between 
any 2 NTSC signals. 

And our AV Mixer can do even 
more—to find out how much more, 
speak to your nearest Panasonic 
Dealer, at 1-800-365-1515, 
ext. 333. i iveeReS 









simulated. 


IMAGINATION WILL RUN WILD = 
“INSTEAD OF YOUR BUDGET. eal 


just slightly ahead of our time.® 











YOUR BIG SCREEN TV 
CAN HANDLE A SIXTY 
PERCENT INCREASE IN 
PICTURE QUALITY 
PLUS DIGITAL SOUND. 
CAN YOU? 


A Pioneer’ LaserDisc player will turn 
a good big screen TV into one that’s 
really killer. That’s because laserdisc 
provides you with images of striking 
clarity — sixty percent sharper, mn 
fact, than a conventional VCR, along 
with the added impact of CD-quality 
sound. And with over 8,000 titles 
available on disc, there's de initely no 
shortage of things to watch. Pioneer 
LaserDisc players. Without one, 
youre simply not getting the most 
from your television. And when you 
consider how much youve invested in 


your big screen already, that’s a crime. 


Owe (e aces 


The Art of Entertainment 








The high-end audio industry has always 
been dedicated to the reproduction of 
music exactly as it was recorded. A good 
high-end music system provides amaz- 
ingly accurate and lifelike re-creation of 
the musical experience in the home. 


Regular readers of VIDEO Magazine 
need no introduction to the fact that the 
marriage of audio and video is upon us 
and is creating tremendous interest in 
home theater. This phenomenon has 
spawned considerable debate as to the 
qualitative differences between good 
home theater sound and good “old 
fashioned” stereo. Many audiophiles, it 
seems, believe that home theater sound 
and music reproduction are somehow 
incompatible, and often appear all too 
eager to relegate home theater to unde- 
served “mid-fi” status. 


As I see it, the enjoyment of both movies 
and music is achieved by the best possi- 
ble sound, period. The high-end system 
of the future will likely incorporate more 
than two channels, video, and the 
dynamic capability to reproduce both 
music sources and movie soundtracks. 
The best audio components make all 
that possible today. Enjoy! 


Chris Browder, B&W Loudspeakers, 
President of AAHEA 


THE ACADEMY 
FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT 
OF 





This column is presented by The Academy for the Ad- 
vancement of High End Audio (AAHEA), an organiza- 
tion dedicated to the recognition of excellence and the 


promotion of greater awareness of high end audio. 













Dissing DBS 


Your article on the information super- 
highway (“Hope, Hype and Reality,” 
Aug.) incorrectly states that the new 
DBS systems will offer the first “true 
alternative” to cable. Conventional 
home satellite systems have been 
around for more than a decade. These 
systems can pick up more satelillites, 
and DSS is not the first system to offer 
digital stereo surround on HBO, TNT 
and MTV. Moreover, the cost of pro- 
gramming is more expensive on DBS. 
Nothing’s free and you have to take 
packages whether you want them or 
not. The smaller dish will only benefit 
apartment dwellers. | Dan Schillinger 

Rapid City, South Dakota 


Good as Gold 


Thanks for the thorough review on the 
MSB Gold LS-1 Transport (“Video- 
tests,” July). I would like, however, to 
clarify a few points. The Gold LS-1 is 
not built on the LX-900 chassis, but on 
one in the same line. The Gold PS-1 
Processor has only one RCA S/PDIFF 
digital input at the $3,395 price. The 
Triple Input Option, for $440, adds a 
second RCA digital input and an 
AT&T optical input. We built the LS-1 
primarily as a high-end audio transport 
to compete with the finest CD-only 
transports. We design our products to 
be as accurate as possible, and trust this 
makes their performance easy to predict 
and utilize fully in every system. 
John Turkel, Sales Manager 
M.S.B. Technology Corp. 
Moss Beach, California 


Limited patience 


I recently purchased the VHS version 
of the limited edition Terminator films 
for $49.99. The following week, the 
same store had the special expanded 
edition of Terminator 2: Judgement Day 
in widescreen or pan-and-scan for 
$24.99. Had the salesman informed me 
of the new arrival, I would have put off 
my purchase. These kinds of choices are 
not choices at all. When will intelli- 
gence, instead of just greed, rule the 
way films are released and distributed? 
Josmar Lopes 
Bronx, New York 














Letters from 
our readers 





The Chung factor 


I look forward to each issue of Video 
Magazine knowing I’ll learn something 
new and useful regarding home theater. 
But no article has served me better than 
Corey Greenberg’s “Home Theater” 
(Sept.) about setting surround sound 
levels. After spending thousands on 
home theater equipment, I took his 
advice and plunked down another $32 
for an SPL meter to balance my speak- 
er levels. What a difference it made! 
Thanks to Corey, I now have a system 
that exceeds anything I hoped for. I also 
took his advice and used Connie 
Chung’s voice to set my subwoofer 
level. How did Corey know her voice 
would be perfect for this procedure? 
Rob Mayer 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 





For the record 


The correct name of the company, 
noted in September’s “Late News,” 
that’s selling HDTV VCRs in the U.S. 
is Captain New York. Prices for the 
VCRs, which play base-band, not 
MUSE, HDTV signals, have yet to be 
announced. 

June’s “Home Theater” misidenti- 
fied the filter that comes with the 
Reference Recording laserdisc A Video 
Standard. It’s a custom-made deep blue 
filter similar to Eastman Kodak’s 
Wratten 50. ry 





Send letters to Feedback, Video Magazine, 
460 West 34 Street, New York, NY 
10001; or fax to 212-947-6727 after 5 
p.m., EST, weekdays, or all day on week- 
ends; or send messages via CompuServe to 
75147,1255. Letters may be edited for 
clarity and space. 
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Look Ma, 

No Wires. 
Hang-ups about 
hookups? No 
problem. Just 
plug in the 
Combo and it’s 


SAMSUNG 








ready to go. i 
A Marriage of Convenience. ic 
A TV and VCR need each other. So A Great Game Plan. The Combo is 
Samsung united them. As a result, kid-friendly. Video input jacks are 
you live happily ever after. up front, not way in the back. So 


The Perfect Balasitier playing games is all fun, no work. 


The Combo rewinds and replays 
tapes automatically. And it won't 
eat all your snacks or call 
boyfriends named Ridge. 


THE SAMSUNG TV/VCR Compo. 
How CONVENIENT. 


If we made the Samsung TV/VCR Combo any more convenient, we'd have to watch it for you. 
The Combo is more than just a TV. It’s a TV with a built-in VCR. And it has the features that 
every couch potato loves. On-screen programming. Video input jacks. Auto repeat. Auto tracking. TECHNOLOGY 
And full-function remote. THAT WORKS 
Hate wiring? We do too. That’s why the Combo sets up anywhere with a single plug. hey 
And whether you choose the 13" or 19" screen, it'll look great wherever you put it. 
For more information, please call one of our zone offices: East (201) 229-4000, 


West (310) 537-6791, Midwest (708) 916-2230, South (404) 956-0800. ELECTRONICS 


Circle 2 on Reader Service Card. 















FORWARD 
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More movies on Video CD 


Bond’s back, in Video CD this 


films in the new small-disc format. 
Philips Media is releasing 16 James 
Bond films, including half a dozen not 
available in VHS, for $24.95 each. The 
titles include You Only Live Twice and 
A View to a Kill this month and Moon- 
raker in December. Philips’ other new 
Video CD movies include Wayne’s 
World, Silence of the Lambs and A Fish 
Called Wanda. The discs are playable on 
CD-i players with MPEG Digital Video 
cartridges. 

Meanwhile, Image Entertain- 
ment, the country’s largest laserdisc dis- 
tributor, is jumping in this fall with four 
CD-ROM titles a month, including The 
Terminator, Robocop and Dances with 
Wolves. Most films will come in two- 
disc sets since each Video CD only con- 
tains about 72 minutes of video. 


THE NUMBER 





Hours of movie and TV shows t 
which closed Captions are added h 
year to benefit the deaf and hed 

Ot hearing. 


Rating videogames 


Videogames like movies are get- 
ting their own industry-devised ratings, 
and a five-level system by the Interac- 
tive Digital Software Association is the 
likeliest candidate for widespread use. 
The ratings will include phrases about 
each game’s content. The categories, 
divided by age group are: 

e Adults only 

@ Mature (age 17 and up) 

e Teen (13 and up) 

¢ Kids to Adult (6 and up) 

e Early Childhood (3 and up) 





Fast >> 








time, as part of the growing library of 
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PEACE, LOVE & MULTIMEDIA 


Saugerties, New York. Mud may have provided 
the essential experience for the 300,000 brave souls who 
attended Woodstock '94, but those savvy enough to 
venture behind the main concert area found a glimpse 
__ of the pristine, digital world of multimedia. In a six-acre 
area dubbed Surreal Field, Philips, Apple and several 
other forward-looking companies wowed the weary 
crowds with hands-on exhibits of the latest interactive 
technology. Philips ruled Surreal Field with one of the 
most elaborate multimedia displays we've ever seen. 
Each morning, festival goers lined up beneath a giant di- 
nosaur with outmoded electronics—eight-track tape 


Rundgren at Woodstock 














players and the like-hanging from its four-story skele- 
ton. A looped voice whispered, "Be bold. Don't get frozen in the past. Step in- 
to the future." The dinosaur led to a theater where an introduction to CD-i 
played on dozens of monitors and two huge projection screens. After the film, 
media-nauts could settle in among 90 CD-i play stations in a nearby tent. 
Philips' most enticing attraction was rock musician and techno wiz Todd 
Rundgren. Rundgren performed five times each day throughout the festival in 
his "Todd Pod," a compact interactive stage set that looked like an open-air 
Apollo capsule. The Todd Pod, inspired by Rundgren's award-winning CD-i No 
World Order, let audience members actually participate in the spontaneous 
creation of music. Video cameras lowered into the crowd during the perfor- 
mance fed real-time images to monitors mounted across the top of the Pod. 
In Apple's Multimedia Midway, Woodstockers tried out the hottest CD- 
ROMs, from A Hard Day's Night to Myst. And watched as a team of producers 
put together daily editions of a multimedia newspaper that was shown to the 
festival audience on monitors flanking the main stage. The Woodstock '94 Na- 
tion News was produced on 15 Mac-based workstations using Radius VideoVi- 
sion hardware, Adobe Photoshop and Premiere, and Macromedia Director. 
Other Surreal Field highlights were Peter Gabriel's Mindblender; a mo- 
tion simulator based on the musician's Kiss That Frog music video; and Beyond 
3-D, billed as the first 3-D action sports movie. If this year's event is any indi- 
cation, Woodstock II in 2019 should be interesting indeed. -—Ken Korman 
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The Paper’s papa 
BP The man behind The Paper, the 


ensemble comedy about a day in the life 
of a New York City tabloid, knows 


something about ensembles: Six-year- | 


old Ronny Howard became famous as 
Opie, part of the wacky ensemble on 
TV’s The Andy Griffith Show. 

“T like ensembles” says director Ron 
Howard, 40. “The actors on the Griffith 
show were just a lot of fun to be around, 
a silly group, joking all the time. But 
they were able to stop on a dime and re- 
ally focus. They carried that playfulness 
onto the screen.” 

Howard has had his share of ensem- 
ble hits (Parenthood, Cocoon), but it did- 
nt come easy. Before directing his 
star-making blockbuster Splash, the for- 
mer star of Happy Days had a rough 
time. “There was a great deal of resis- 


| tance. But from the time I was eight or 


nine, I only wanted that job.” 

Howard persevered—“I kept bug- 
ging George Lucas for tips”—and now, 
claiming to have never lost money for a 


| studio, the still boyish-looking (but- 


balding) director has only one regret 
about his previous career as an actor: 
typecasting. 

“You know, no matter what I do or 
say, I’ll always be Opie,” he observes. “I 
once told some newspaper editors, 
Look, guys, do me a favor. If I’m ever 
killed in a plane crash, can you please 
not write, Opie Bites It?” They all 
agreed, but one called me back and 
said, Look, Ron, I can’t make that kind 
of promise. It’s just too good a head- 
line.” —Tom Soter 


Video avenger 


bP Personal video doesn’t get much 


Gaultier created for the tabloid TV 
journalist Andrea Scarface in Kika, a 
take-no-prisoners comedy by Pedro 
Almodovar. Cabled like a cyborg, An- 
drea prowls through the film as the em- 
bodiment of trash TV, ferociously 
searching for news to capture live. 
Gaultier’s outfit features a swiveling 
video camera bolted to Andrea’s hel- 
met, video lights at her breasts, camera 
| and mic controls on her hands and 
arms, and a technician’s toolbelt at her 
waist. Kika ‘s not on tape yet, but when 
it is, check it out. 


Leather & 
Lenses: 
Gaultier’s 


Nile (=x0) 
bodycam .... 
for Kika. 7 


Bounty mounties 


BP The Motion Picture Association 
of America is offering a unique boun- 
ty—$2,500 to the first person to finger 
a pirate video lab that produces illegal 
video dupes. The lab must have at least 
30 VCRs, and the tip must lead to ar- 
rests or the seizure of equipment, al- 
though not to a conviction. Info about 
video piracy that results in convictions 
may qualify you for another MPAA pro- 


MPAA anti-piracy hotline is 800-NO- 
CORKS: 





more personal than the flamboyant | 
bodycam fashion designer Jean-Paul | 


-Stan Pinkwas | 





gram with rewards up to $15,000. The | 





TIMESHIFT 


TEN YEARS AGO IN 
VIDEO MAGAZINE 


“Steven Adkins was receiving 
Indianapolis microwave dis- 
tributor TVQ’s signal with an 
antenna he made from a 
Maxwell House coffee can 
and $30 worth of plastic sew- 
er pipe and assorted hard- 
ware. Recently a judge found 
him guilty of signal Pires 
cy...The 300 
PBS affiliates 
nationwide 
are hoping to 
broadcast en- 
tirely in stereo 
within the 
year. They 
may become 
the first net- 
work to do so, 
according to j¢ 
Senior Vice |] 
President Eric 
Sass. All they 
need is money—equipment 
conversion is expected to cost 
about about $30 million...No 
more need to worry that 
you'll accidentally bring 
home a scandalous X-rated 
cassette when you really 
wanted wholesome PG fare— 
or the other way around. The 
Motion Picture Association of 
America and the Video Soft- 
ware Dealers of America 
have agreed to display stan- 
dard movie code ratings (G, 
PG, PG-13, R, and X) on all 
films released on cassette 
and disc...The new 19-inch 
Magnavox TV includes a high 
resolution filter to allow it to 
deliver a whopping 330 lines 
of horizontal resolution...If 
the right title comes along, 
we might just see the first 
$19.95 videocassette in the 
coming year...The top five 
videodiscs on the sales chart 
this month are, in order, 
Terms of Endearment, The 
Right Stuff, Silkwood, Gorky 
Park and Scarface. rT 
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For strength & 
versatility plus 
portability & 
affordability. 


Providing remarkable rigidity 
coupled with light weight (only 
11 Ibs., 6 0z.), the all-aluminum 
3140 features double-strut, cen- 
ter-braced construction. Extends 
to 73" (with Mini Fluid Head) and 
folds to acompact 32%2"' for easy 
travelling. 


Also available in black anodized 
finish, the 3140 is a natural for 
education and industrial use. 
Ask your dealer or complete the 
coupon below. 


We don't sell anything 
we wouldn't buy ourselves. 


Bogen Photo Corp., 565 East Crescent Avenue 
P.O. Box 506, Ramsey, NJ 07446-0506. 


Please tell me more 
about the 3140 Tripod 


Name 





Street 





City 








Telephone 




















THOMSON 
Consumer 
Electronics 
seems to have 
itself a hit. The 
Digital Satel- 
lite System, 
consisting of 
the 18-inch- 
dish and re- 
ceiver made by 
RCA that was the subject of last 
month’s cover story (“Dawn of the 
Small Dish”), is jumping off shelves. 
Sales at presstime were expected to 
top 100,000, and that was before the 
national rollout had hit its stride. 
e 


DISNEY STUDIOS, WHICH HAD 
refrained from clambering onto the 
video superhighway, has announced 
plans to develop interactive projects 
with BellSouth, Ameritech and 
Southwestern Bell. Home-shopping, 
movies-on-demand, traditional TV 
shows, games and an advanced pro- 
gram navigation system are all possi- 
ble products. “Our goal is to use 
technological breakthroughs and new 
entertainment delivery systems to pro- 
vide customers with a compelling and 
creative array of programming,” said 


Disney CEO Michael Eisner. 


3DO. HAS SELECTED A’ KEY 
technology for its next generation of 
game machines, while Matsushita, the 
only company selling 3DO players in 
the U.S., has cut the price of its cur- 
rent model by 20 percent. The drop 
lowers the suggested price of the 
REAL 3DO multiplayer to $399, 
making it more competitive with oth- 
er game systems. 3DO’s new technol- 
ogy is the Power PC chip, developed 
by Motorola, Apple and IBM, and 
used in this year’s powerful new Apple 
and IBM computers. 3DO will use the 
chip for its 64-bit system, which is due 
late next year, and to make possible 
such new system peripherals as a 
modem, a keyboard and a mouse. 
e 


A GROUP OF KOREAN AND 
Russian companies says it has devel- 
oped a “diamond-like” carbon coating 
that can triple the working life of 
VCR head drums over the titanium 
coating typically used today. Daewoo, 
which financed most of the three-year 
research effort, has already introduced 
a VCR in Korea that uses the coating 
and plans to apply it to all its models. 
e 


PACIFIC TELESIS, THE BIG WEST 
Coast Baby Bell, is scotching plans for 





a trial run of its interactive video net- 
work to 1,000 homes in Milpitas, Cal- 
ifornia. The telco is going all out and 
will simply build its proposed $16 bil- 
lion system without the test. The 
company hopes to wire the whole 
state for interaction by 2005. 
e 


MEANWHILE IN ANOTHER 
lane of the info highway, Southwest- 
ern Bell intends to offer phone ser- 
vices over a cable TV system it owns 
in Montgomery County, Maryland. 
Subscribers will be able to buy cable 
and phone services, cable services 
only or phone services only. The plan, 
which includes advanced phone fea- 
tures like voice mail and caller-ID, 
could start as early as next fall. 
e 


HITACHI HAS DEMONSTRATED 
a tiny, digital camcorder that can 
shoot color video using a memory 
storage chip instead of tape. The 
industry-watching Television Digest 
reports Hitachi showed a prototype 








for the solid-state shooter at a Japan- 
ese trade show recently, and said a 
production model could be ready by 
1999. It would use a 400-megabyte 
flash memory chip the size of a sugar 
cube to record 30 minutes of video at 
less than VHS quality. Because the 
camcorder has no moving parts, it 
weighs a mere 10 ounces. 


DEVELOPERS ARE CHASING A 
new rainbow—machines that can play 
CD-ROMS directly to television sets. 
Microsoft is working on one, and 
Macromedia, the San Francisco soft- 
ware company that created the Direc- 
tor authoring program, recently 
teamed up with Microware to create a 
digital audio/video _ interacttive 
decoder they’ll call DAVID. DAVID 
will be able to translate CD-ROM 
material into NTSC. It’s likely to turn 
up first in tests of interactive systems 
by phone and cable companies. But 
the ultimate goal is a home product, 
costing a few hundred dollars, that 
ordinary entertertainment junkies will 
want to afford. r 
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Laserdiscs online 


Where can you go to find a vast 
selection of laserdiscs 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week? How about your 
home computer? You can search ser- 
vices such as CompuServe and Amer- 
ica Online, where you'll find lists of 
available and upcoming discs, some- 
times sorted by such factors as “letter- 
boxed only” or “THX releases.” But 
there’s also a BBS (bulletin board sys- 
tem) dedicated entirely to laserdiscs— 
Sight and Sound’s LaserNet BBS 
(617-894-8633). 

Although the interface is a bit 
clumsy, just follow the manual and you 
can get information on the store’s vast 
inventory of new and used laserdiscs, 
or chat about your favorite discs with 
fellow enthusiasts. You can search for a 
specific title, then e-mail your order; 
or download lists sorted by a wide vari- 
ety of categories including Criterion, 
discounts and imports. The used disc 
inventory is updated daily, which gives 
you a better chance of finding the list- 
ed titles in stock. The Laserbolt sec- 
tion carries exciting information about 
upcoming releases, including details 
about the extras you might find on a 
disc. For a $10 sign-up fee, which can 
be used for credit toward a disc pur- 
chase, you get an access account and a 
42-page instruction booklet. You can 
use any computer with a modem 
(speeds up to 14,400 bps) and most 
communications programs. 


—Larry White 








25 and counting 

Attention collectors: Sony is 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of its 
Trinitron color television technology 
with this silver bullet. The KV-25th, 
with a five-inch screen, has been cre- 
ated in an edition of 2,500 priced at 
$699 each. As befits a limited edition, 
each TV will be individually num- 
bered, accompanied by a certificate of 
authenticity and fitted with silver-plat- 
ed controls. —Stewart Applegath 














Ambico, the leader in camcorder and editing products brings you the remarkable 
V 6300 Editing Efffects Mixer. State-of -the-art technology makes the Ambico 
A/V Editing Effects Mixer powerful and versatile, yet easy to use for all your 
video and audio editing needs. 
Edits two or more videos into one final production with spectacular effects! 
e Fades between video images in ANY COLOR! 
¢ Wipes between video images with hundreds of different wipe patterns in 
any color. 
° Creates a totally new stereo soundtrack, complete with narration and back- 
ground music! (Microphone included) 
e Easily connects to a Time Base Corrector of Genlock Camera for synchronous 
video effects. 
All these features in one easy to use package! The Ambico Audio/Video Editing 


Effects Mixer is the answer to all your editing needs! 
249" 
Only 


_ Call for our free accessories catalog 


800-231-0031 


== HAVEN 
INDUSTRIES 


46-23 Crane Street, LIC,NY 11101 
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back 


FREE! 


With every Ambico 
V6300 Editer/Mixer get 
this VO651 All-In-One 
Video Transfer System. 
Transfer film, slides and 
photographs to video. i> = 
A $99.99 MSRAP value! 





Circle 5 on Reader Service Card. 
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AUSTRALIAN 
BEAUTY 
Duntech’s PCL25 loud- 
speaker ($1,995/pair) is a 
two-way, three-driver 
speaker that has been 
time-aligned. Duntech 
says this produces excel- 
lent stereo imaging, high 
levels of neutrality and a 
more natural sound. The 
star-shaped tweeter aper- 
ture, along with layers of 
blue felt, is intended to 
absorb and dissipate 
early reflections. These 
speakers are finished in 
wide-grain Brazilian rose- 
wood, Australian jarrah or 
burled walnut. (For addi- 
tional info, circle 109 on 
the Reader Service 
Card) 


VIDEO SNAPS 

Fuji’s Fujix Photo-Video Imager 
FV-7 ($995) is a viewer that 
allows users to examine 35 
mm negatives slides and 
photographic prints on a 
TV screen. The FV-7 can 
serve as an input device 
for editing, publishing or 
database storage. Color 
images can be switched to 
black and white and negatives can be 
converted into positives. (For additional 
info, circle 104 on the Reader Service Card) 


Trimming 







PREMIERE EDITING 
Adobe Systems Premiere 4.0 for Windows adds new 
features for video enthusiasts. The program delivers 
titling, motion control, and an expanded number of 
audio and video tracks, as well as pro-level features 
like timecode support and field processing, a new 
Trimming Window, improved previews and support for 
edit decision lists. Users can now control video equip- 
ment via V-LAN and ARTI networks. The price is 
$495; $129 for upgrades. (For additional info, circle 
107 on the Reader Service Card) 



















FISHER’S HOME SYSTEM 

Fisher's top-of-line 9435 A/V system ($1,299) blends different components into 
a home system. The ensemble includes a 100-watt Dolby Pro-Logic amplifier, a 
40-channel random preset tuner, a double-cassette deck and a 24-CD manage- 
ment system housed in an oak or black woodgrain-finished cabinet designed to 
accomodate an optional TV and VCR. A unified audio-video remote control 
Operates most system functions, as well as Fisher VCRs and TVs. (For addi- 
tional info, circle 100 on the Reader Service Card) 


SLIM BIG-SCREEN 

Sony says its new 53-inch KP-53XBR35 TV ($4,099) is 
its first big-screen set to incorporate a new, high-con- 
trast screen. The dark tint improves contrast and inten- 
sifies the black level, which Sony claims makes colors 
brighter and more vivid. Sony has kept the package to 
a slim 25 inches in depth. Digital sound processing 
lets viewers mimic different audio environments, such 
as a movie theater or concert hall. (For additional info, 
circle 101 on the Reader Service Card) 
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No matter what you spent on your 


home entertainment system, you 


could get more out of it with 


DIRECTV.™ Because DIRECTV 


gives you more entertainment to choose 





from than ever before, with digital quality 


picture and CD sound. LF] You get 


tons of hit movies to choose from, 


before they’re on the premium 


cable movie channels. It's like a video store 


in your living room that never runs out of 


stock. For just $2.99 each, you get the 


Hollywood hits you want, starting as often 


as every 30 minutes. You also get classics, 


independent films and more. LJ You can 


DOESN'T YOUR GREAT HOME ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEA 
DESERVE GREAT ENTERTAINMENT ! 


choose from hundreds of pro and college 


sports events, and the newest and most 


popular cable networks. CNN, ESPN, 


USA, Sci-Fi Channel, The Disney Channel, 


Court TV, and a lot more. Probably for less 


than you pay now. L] See the tiny 18-inch 


RCA-brand DSS™ dish and DIRECTV at 


your Consumer Electronics or Satellite TV 


dealer. Equipment availability is limited 


until late fall, 1994, Call |-800-345-4388 


© 1994 DIRECTV Inc., a unit of GM Hughes Electronics. DIRECTV™ and DSS™are trademarks of DIRECTY, Inc. 
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for the authorized DIRECTV dealer nearest 


you. 1] DIRECTV. It's Personalized TV.™ 





DIRECTY. 
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18 





ULTIMATE ADJUSTABLE 

The Sonance D6000 In-Wall speaker may be the most 
adjustable you'll see. Eight treble settings, four mid- 
range and eight bass settings (controllable by switches 
on the front baffle) allow 256 adjustments to the output 
of the tweeter, mid-range and woofer. The aluminum 
dome tweeter is housed in a pivoting mount, giving 
owners and installers great latitude in compensating 
for a particular room’s acoustics. The D6000 can han- 
dle 100 watts of power with a nominal impedance at 6 
ohms. (For additional info, circle 106 on the Reader 
Service Card) 





it offers a color LCD 
viewfinder and an 
array of zoom possi- 
bilities. A 12x optical 
power zoom, an addi- 
tional 2x image 
enlargement and an 
instant zoom (which 
enlarges the image 


812 a maximum zoom 


al info, circle 105 on the 
Reader Service Card) 





ZOOM SPECIALIST 

Minota’s Master 8-812 8mm camcorder 
is a Zoom specialist. In addition to 
digital signal processing—which 
controls focus, exposure and 
color accuracy—and elec- 
tronic image stabilization, 


range of 35x. (For addition- 






<d 
S 
e 


a 
another 1.5x) give the 8- snooa oo 


CABLE INDEPENDENT 

The Novavision CB 3 5000 Personal Communications Terminal ($199) by Novaplex 
(800-644-6682) will turn your TV set into a higher-end viewing system. This cable 
convertor offers easy-to-use onscreen menus, parental lock-out, favorite channel 
memory, and the ability to watch one channel while recording another. It has con- 
nection and expansion options (including an ability to interface with telephones and 
computers), and can be activated by your local cable operator. (For additional info, 
circle 102 on the Reader Service Card) 





REMOTE CLIP-ON 


is a reading light for your high-tech gear. It 

clips onto remote controls or VCRs and is 

activated by a squeeze-release. For night- 
crawlers who haven't managed to obtain an 
illuminated remote, this may be the answer. The 
price is $7. (For additional info, circle 103 on the 
Reader Service Card) 


BUDGET SURROUND 
Celestion’s Style series speakers are designed to provide 
reasonably priced high-performance surround sound. The 
Little 1 speakers at $179/pair (right and left) are two-way 
units for multimedia, home theater or satellite applications. 
Center 2 for $249 (rear) is a high-performance, magnetically- 
shielded center speaker, while the taller Soundstyle MP1 
speakers at $299/pair (center) are easily mounted bookshelf 
models that are also magnetically shielded and weather 
resistant. (For additional info, circle 1080n the Reader 
Service Card) 














Insta-Light by Aaction Electronics (908-689-8181) 
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Ny Mom used to 
videotape hours of ? 


With Auto-Pause the mistakes are fixed. 





Dad's tapes of my ball 
games used to be fuzzy. 


With Sports Mode action shots look perfect. 





Grandpa used to See 
everything in black and white. 


The Color LCD Viewfinder /ets you see lifes vibrant colors. 






My little sister had a hard 
time reaching the buttons. 


The 3-Position Zoom adjusts for greater comfort. 


Now, we just press this button 







| The JVC GR-AX70 is the one Camcorder that the whole family can enjoy. It can actually help fix those 
_ |ittle mistakes, right before your eyes. And because it’s VHS, playback couldn’t be easier - right in your 
home VHS VCR with the provided Playpak. All this with a Camcorder that weighs less than 2 pounds. 


@ & mE, ® ; ‘ 
Ne aX —~ 


| Sr meet The Inventor of VHS Technically Perfect. Perfectly Simple. 
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HANDS-ON 
TEST 


Primestar Satellite 
TV System 


The big splash RCA is making with its 
DSS small-dish satellite system has all 
but swamped another contender: 
Primestar. Primestar was launched by 
Primestar Partners (formerly K Prime 
Partners) a consortium of cable compa- 
nies. It began transmitting about three 
years ago, before DSS was even 
announced. 

Until recently, though, Primestar 
transmitted only analog signals to Ku- 
band dishes measuring 36 by 39 
inches. Digital compression 
was planned for Primestar from 
the start, but it began only a 
couple of months ago, using 
General Instrument’s DigiCipher 
compression scheme to squeeze 70 
channels out of the 20 offered 
before. 

The big difference between 
Primestar and DSS—outside of 
Primestar’s much larger dish—is 
the equipment cost. DSS equip- 
ment starts at $700 for a receiver 
and a dish, but Primestar’s arrange- 
ment is more like cable TV. Use of 
the Primestar dish and receiver is 
included in the subscription fees. 
Installation costs are comparable to 
those of DSS—about $150—but 
unlike DSS, consumers won't be 
allowed to install the Primestar dish 
themselves. 

Shortly after completing last 
month’s hands-on test of DSS 
(“First Look at Small-Dish TV”), 
we installed a Primestar dish on the 
terrace of our offices. This is when 
we noticed the dramatic physical differ- 
ence between the systems. A DSS dish 
is so small and light it can be slapped up 
almost anywhere there’s a southern 
exposure, and your neighbors might not 
even notice it. 

But a Primestar dish requires 
advance planning—it has to be mount- 
ed on something very sturdy. Even 
though it’s smaller than conventional 
dishes, it’s big enough to raise eyebrows 
in image-conscious neighborhoods, and 
possibly even attract the attention of 
zoning authorities. 

Primestar Partners says DigiCipher 
outperforms the MPEG-1 compression 


















BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH | 








used in DSS. I don’t know whether it’s 
becuase of the larger dish or the differ- 
ent compression scheme, but Primestar 
definitely suffers from fewer digital arti- 
facts than DSS, at least in this stage of 
both systems’ development. 

In last month’s issue, I based my 
evaluation of DSS_ largely on DirecTv 
pay-per-view movies, which are careful- 
ly encoded in MPEG-1. Since then, I’ve 
been watching lots of cable network 
shows on DSS, which are encoded “on 
the fly,” in real time. I’ve noticed much 
more pixelation, mainly during shot 


. 


Dueling Dishes: Primestar’s three-foot dish (left) and DSS’ 
18-inch dish (right) are much smaller than C-band dishes. 


changes (particularly dissolves), and 
when there’s lots of movement. The 
pixels are quite small, and don’t usually 
bother me. 

However, on shows with frantic 
motion, like MTV’s The Grind, where 
dozens of dancers are moving and the 
camera never stays put, the pixelation 
can be very distracting. In contrast, I 
noticed almost no pixelation in three 
nights of watching Primestar, and I had 
to watch very closely to notice any at 
all. 

Like DSS, Primestar is virtually free 
of interference, and achieves consis- 
tently great reception from channel to 








Primestar gives RCA’s 
DSS tough competition 


channel. The picture on DSS some- 
times takes on a slightly soft-focus look, 
but that never seems to occur with 
Primestar. When DSS is performing at 
its best, its picture is almost identical to 
that of Primestar. But when DSS is at its 
worst—when the MPEG-1 encoding’s 
not too good, or when there’s lots of 
movement or many shot changes 
—Primestar has definite advantages. 

With DSS, I experienced “rain 
fade”—severe digital artifacts and 
(once) a complete loss of signal—dur- 
ing thunderstorms. Unfortunately, this 
is one testing condition we can’t 
control: It never rained while we 
were testing Primestar. But we'll fire 
up Primestar during the next gully- 
washer and publish a follow-up 
ASAP. 

I detected a very slight difference 
between the sound quality of the 
two systems, but even after consid- 
erable switching back and forth, I 
had a tough time getting a handle 
on it. DSS seemed marginally 
smoother-sounding, with somewhat 
more solid bass. But ultimately, I 
found the difference was less than 
what you usually hear between two 
CD players. It’s barely worth men- 
tioning. 

Primestar’s onscreen menu sys- 
tem is quite clunky compared to the 
one DSS uses. DSS’ menu lets you 
choose programs by category, and 
instantly access the program sched- 
ule with a dedicated button. And 
the DSS program schedule carries 
information for shows up to 24 
hours ahead. Unfortunately, Prime- 
star’s menu is much more limited, 
litle more than channel and program 
identification. It does have the Prevue 
Channel, a cable TV-type program 
schedule that lets you see the schedule 
90 minutes in advance. But in user- 
friendliness, DSS clearly gets the nod. 

Primestar’s program offerings are 
more limited than those on DSS (for 
channel listings with prices, see the 
sidebars to last month’s “Dawn of a 
New Dish”). I suspect that most Video 
Magazine readers, who presumably 
spend most of their TV time watching 
tapes and laserdiscs, will find plenty 
enough viewing options either way. 

Which system is best? For sheer pic- 
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ture quality, Primestar has obvious 


advantages. But that could change if | 


the DSS service providers (DirecTv 
and USSB) follow through on their 
plans to switch to MPEG-2, which 
offers four times the resolution of 
MPEG-1. In terms of sound quality, I 
think they’re about equal. Both are a 
big improvement over broadcast and 
cable. 

All these videophile concerns don’t 
add up to a hill of beans, though, com- 
pared to issues of programming, sub- 
scription fees, Primestar’s larger dish 
and DSS’ relatively high equipment 
costs. If you must have a small dish, you 
have to spend the bucks for DSS. 

If you can deal with Primestar’s 
larger dish and more limited offerings, 
its quality and considerably lower start- 
up costs offer definite advantages over 
DSS. For me, they’re both a godsend— 
either one lets me watch The Cartoon 
Channel’s Jonny Quest in my office. 


Terk LeapFrog 
Remote Extender 
Since the dawn of consumer electron- 
ics, we’ve been heaped with products 
and special features that promise added 
convenience. Usually, though, they 
deliver only added complexity. But 
there’s one recently introduced product 
that can be set up in about two min- 
utes, that delivers more convenience 
than a handful of fancy remotes— 
Terk’s LeapFrog. 
The LeapFrog transmitter converts 
the infrared signals from a remote con- 


$70 © RATING: 





remote with Velcro; the receiver has a | 
small antenna and plugs into an AC 
outlet. 

The system isn’t perfect—it will 
transmit through walls, but sometimes 
you have to point the remote in a few 
different directions to get it to work. I 
got around this by simply pressing a but- 
ton and moving the remote a little until 
what I wanted to happen happened. 

LeapFrog is perfect for simple multi- 
room systems. One nice setup would be 





to run wires from an A/V receiver in 
the living room to an extra set of speak- 
ers in the bedroom, then run a video 
line from the receiver’s video ouptut to 
your bedroom TV, and use LeapFrong 
with a universal remote. This way, you’d 
be able to use and control any source 
component in your living room from 
your bedroom—a pretty snazzy multi- 
room system, and all for only $70 plus 
the price of a few yards of cable. 
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VANDERSTEEN AUDIO 


“Superior on both 
film and music, 
VANDERSTEEN's 
full-range speakers 
dispel the myth that 
video requires 
unique main 
speakers." 


In its pursuit of perfection, 
high-end audio has established 
lofty standards that only the best 
speakers can reach. Now your 
PT A a CULL) CL 
can meet these same standards. 
Experience open natural voices, 
astonishing definition, powerful 
bass and vivid imaging with 
legendary VANDERSTEEN 
boxless speakers. 


"Ultimate 
realism!" 





For almost 20 years, VANDERSTEEN AUDIO 
has built affordable loudspeakers true to both 
science and music. If you are looking for 
speakers that accurately reproduce the 





entire frequency range and dimensions 
of the original sound, we can direct 


"Amazing 
definition, 
rocks the 


lation!" 


| Three redhat 300 watt amplified 
cL 


you to your nearest carefully selected 
VANDERSTEEN dealer. 


Please write or call for a brochure 





and name of your nearest dealer. 








Space Arranger: Terk’s Leapfrog remote. 


WANN) DYE PSHi=S NW -V0]B)(@ im 
116 West Fourth St, Hanford, CA 93230 
(209) 582-0324 


trol to radio signals, and sends them to 
a receiver that then converts the radio 
signals back into infrared. This lets you 
control a component in one room from 
another room. The battery-powered 
transmitter attaches to the front of a 





Models available from $495. 
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If you find Bose’s satellite speakers too 
obtrusive, you may have to do without 
home theater because speakers just 
don’t come much smaller. Bose’s swivel- 
ing two-cube arrays are part of it’s first 
dedicated home theater system, the 
$2,200 Lifestyle 12, which includes 
everything needed for home theater 
short of video source components. Five 
of the tiny cube arrays 
team up with an Acousti- 
mass bass module that 
carries amplification for 
the whole system. Each 
satellite receives 40 watts, 
while 80 watts drive the 
module’s two woofers. 

The brain of the sys- 
tem is the small, sleek 
Lifestyle music center, 
which is finished in simu- 
lated brushed aluminum. 
It holds an AM/FM tuner, 
a CD player and the 
VideoStage decoder that 
takes the place of a Dolby 
Pro-Logic decoder for 
processing all programs, 
be they Dolby encoded or 
not. A fluorescent display 
is Lifestyle’s only visual; 
there are no onscreen dis- 
plays or video switching 
faculties. 

Bose emphasizes set- 
up simplicity. An inte- 
grated cable routes audio 
and system-control sig- 
nals from the music cen- 











BY JOE WIESENFELDER 





watched home theater from another 
room, but let me tell you, it’s a joy to 
poke at a remote that’s wedged firmly in 
the depths of a La-Z-Boy and have it 
actually deliver. I’d love to see more 
companies use RF systems. The only 
problem is that universal infrared 
remotes are not compatible. If you buy 
Lifestyle, you'll be slingin’ from two hol- 





Gleaming the Cubes: Lifestyle 12 uses tiny speakers, a tuner/CD player/decoder and a subwoofer. 


N Bose’s Lifestyle 12-- 
| surround sound cubed 





things out, but even when the module 
was hidden, it made its presence 
known audibly. I localized on it every 
time. Here’s why: Only sub-bass fre- 
quencies are truly nondirectional, and 
the bass module produces mid- and 
upper-bass sounds for good reason. 


Satellites as small as the cubes are | 


physically incapable of producing bass 
much lower than about 
200 Hertz. The bass 
module has to reproduce 
some of these sounds or 
leave a hole in the fre- 
quency response. Happi- 
ly, there was no _ hole, 
although there is a trade- 
off regarding bass module 
positioning. If you are 
anything but a very casu- 
al listener, you'll need to 
put the module near, 
preferably between, the 
satellites. 

Cute as hell and easier 
to place than a phone 
call, the cube arrays mea- 
sure a scant 3 x 4.8 x 6 
inches, weigh two 
pounds, and come in 
black or white. The top 
and bottom cubes pivot, 
allowing you to cover a 
wide listening area with 
the center array or to 
reflect some left and right 
sound off the side walls, 
just like Bose’s Direct- 
Reflecting speakers. The 





ter’s fixed RCA outputs 
and system control jack to a DIN input 
on the bass module. Speaker wires are 
labeled and/or color coded at each end 
for left, center, right, and left and right 
surround duty. RCA plugs make the 
speaker connections at the bass mod- 
ule. The music center sports inputs for 
aux, video sound (ostensibly for a TV’s 
audio outputs) and a tape loop. Video 
switching must be handled by the TV 
itself, or its owner. 

Two pairs of speaker outputs can 
feed powered speakers, and a second 
remote can be purchased to control one 
speaker pair from another room. Like 
the supplied remote, it’s a radio-fre- 
quency (RF) design, so it works through 
walls and cabinet doors. I’ve never 





sters, pilgrim. 

As with its three-piece speaker sys- 
tems, Bose claims the bass module can 
be placed virtually anywhere, including 
out of sight, because its bass sounds are 
nondirectional. But I found it difficult 
to find a place where the module didn’t 
sound boomy. Turning the bass tone 
control all the way down helped some. 
Thankfully, the control seemed to 
reduce the module’s overall output 
(unlike some products in which a 
boost/cut filter is stuck at an arbitrary 
bass frequency). This is a smart design. 
However, the bass still sounded unnat- 
ural when reinforced by a corner or a 
wall. Moving the module to the right of 


my system near a doorway smoothed 





design proved most 


effective in surround positions where | 


wide dispersion is desired. I followed 
Bose’s suggestion to mount them on 
stands in the corners, and found many 
positions and heights from which to 
reflect sound off the rear and side walls 
to excellent effect. I also hung them at 
different positions on the walls (mount- 
ing brackets are not included). Swivel- 
ing the speakers to their limit, almost 
180 degrees, created a bipolar effect. 
When mounted high on the wall, the 
speakers again performed well. 

With the treble control down slight- 
ly, the system’s tonal balance was rea- 
sonably flat, if a tad tubby on male 
vocals. The system lacked authority on 


continued on page 44 
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The RCA Home Theatre. It’s big. Its bright. Is powerful. 


Have we gone too far? 


A vast metallic shape looms in front of you. An intense pulsing sound surrounds you. A penetrating 
light probes your living room searching for intelligent life. You're certain that you'll be whisked away 


at any moment to an alien world. Relax. Don't worry. It’s just the incredible power of the RCA Home 


Theatre: It’s where the future of television is taking you. Changing Entertainment. Again: ese 


94 Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc. 











Video is based on very precise timing of 
picture information. As each scan line 
is swept across the screen, it must stack 
up perfectly with its predecessors to 
form an image. If one line should be off 
by a fraction of a second, the image 
information will shift slightly to the left 
or right, creating a minor aberration in 
the picture. Such timing errors 
become especially apparent 
when there’s a vertical edge in 
the shot—when edges of build- 
ings and lampposts look jagged, 
we know something’s wrong. 
One of the more obscure tech- 
nical details that divides the world 
of professional VCRs from con- 
sumer decks is timing stability. 
Each horizontal scan line is sup- 
posed to occur exactly 1/15,750 of 
a second after the previous scan 
line. A millionth of a second early 
or late, and the image distorts. 
Professional tape formats have 
better inherent timebase stabili- 
ty, and the VCRs incorporate 
special circuits called timebase 
correctors, or TBCs, to clean up 
the signal even more. (Federal 
Communications Commission 
regulations require very close 
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BY CLIFF ROTH 





Using a timebase 


home videos 


have so-called infinite or full-frame 
windows. The idea is that the TBC has 
enough memory to store a complete 
frame of video—525 scan lines. 

With a full frame of memory, TBCs 
can do something remarkable: They 
can take an asynchronous (out of sync) 
source, such as a VCR or a camcorder, 


Video Processor Con 


Video Mode Controls 








tolerances for the timing of 
broadcast signals—prior to TBCs, 
portable video formats could not 
be legally broadcast, except by 
optically rescanning the picture 
with a professional camera.) 

A TBC is essentially a memory 
device. It creates a ose, slight 
delay between the arrival of the 
input video signal and the delivery 
of the output signal. During this 
brief interval, the TBC digitizes 
the incoming video signal, stores 
the information in memory, and 
then pumps the information out a 
fraction of a second later. Because 
the information coming out of the 
TBC is being spun out by a digital 
circuit, not a mechanical tape playback 
head, its timing is perfectly consistent. 

The amount of memory that a TBC 
has is called the window. When a VCR 
has a TBC built in, the window is usu- 
ally equivalent to a few scan lines of the 
picture—just enough to compensate for 
slight errors from one scan line to the 
next. But almost all stand-alone TBCs 











Jitter Fixer: The Digital Processing Systems 
Personal TBC IV is a board (center) that fits in 
IBM-compatible computers and Amigas. It can be 
controlled through software (top) or an optional 
pont olier box (bottom). 


and get it perfectly synchronized with 
another video device, like a second 
VCR. This is what’s needed when you 
want to do A/B-roll editing using a 
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corrector to clean up 


special-effects generator (SEG) such 
as the Video Toaster. Videonics’ MX-1 
video mixer has an integral timebase 
corrector. 

TBCs used to cost thousands of dol- 
lars, and many pro models still do. But 
as digital memory prices have dropped, 
so has the cost of TBCs-they’re now 
available for less than $1,000 per 


for a Video Toaster.) Perhaps the 
best known of the new crop of low- 
budget TBCs is the Personal TBC 
IV, from Digital Processing 
Systems. This TBC costs less 
partly because it’s a plug-in com- 
puter card supplied with soft- 
ware. The costs of building a 
case, a power supply and a con- 
trol panel are all eliminated—the 
computer provides these func- 
tions. An optional RC-2000 con- 
trol panel accessory can provide 
more traditional control knobs 
and buttons. 

I recently had the opportuni- 
ty to test a Personal TBC IV. I was 
curious to see whether passing a 
video signal through the TBC dur- 
ing ordinary copying—-such as 
occurs in straight-cut video edit- 
ing, without any — special 
effects-would produce a notice- 
able difference in picture quality. 

Digitizing a signal inevitably 
degrades it. But if the digitizing 
system is good enough, the slight 





the improvements in timing stabil- 
ity. In technical parlance, the 
quality of digital conversion, as 
with audio, is measured by the 
number of bits recorded in each 
sample and the frequency of the 
sampling. The manufacturer says 
Personal TBC IV has a respectable 
58-decibel signal-to-noise ratio, 
and frequency response to 5.5 
megahertz (about 440 lines of hor- 
izontal resolution) when the TBC’s 
comb filter is used. Residual timebase 
error is rated at less than 15 billionths 
of a second. 

The card installs in either an IBM 
compatible or an Amiga computer. Up 
to four cards can be installed in a single 
computer. A single 3.5-inch floppy disk 


continued on page 45 


degradation will be outweighed by | 
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Denon’s lifelong philosophy of “Design Integrity” has led us to constantly improve audio quality in all phases 
of the reproduction chain—including circuitry for Home Theater. As a result, off-the-shelf IC components like those 
used by our competitors, are no longer good enough for Denon’s AVR-2500 Audio/Video Receiver. The new Denon 


AVR-2500 features Dynamic Discrete Surround Circuitry, | DD:S-C| which employs discrete surround circuitry 





plus an 18-bit digital converter in the DSP stage. (Most competitors use lower bit converters.) 


DON’T COMPROMISE 
_SOUND FOR SURROUND. 


MATER 


Just as discrete components allow an audio system to be optimized for better sound, Denon’s DDSC 
produces more accurate, more realistic surround sound by reducing Total Harmonic Distortion, by increasing 
Signal-to-Noise and minimizing DSP quantization noise. 

Naturally, the Denon AVR-2500 also features the latest audio and FM circuitry, sa 
such as multi-zone capability for playing different programs in different parts of your home and personal memory 
fields for one-button recall of your favorite, custom tailored surround sound stages. The AVR-2500 and AVR-1500 
also feature the RDS Smart Radio System, which lets broadcasters offer you additional, invaluable information, 


services and conveniences, either on the front panel or via On-Screen Display on the AVR-2500. 


Denon AV Receivers: DSP surround sound, advanced features and uncompromised High Fidelity. 


DENON 


Denon Electronics Division of Denon Corporation (USA), 222 New Road, Parsippany, NJ 07054 (201)575-7810 The First Name in Digital Audio 
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VIDEO 
ADVERTISER 


Arthur S. Pait, Asst. Marketing 
WEEVekcYo(<) ap co) ay. WD) DY. K-Yo) ab ole) Coleg (21m 
Inc., discusses desktop video. 





Desktop video has been catch- 

ing on like wildfire over the last 
few years. How do you account for 
this? 

The keyword here is “afford- 

able.” The need for video pro- 
duction has always been there, the 
fact that desktop video products are 
more affordable has made video 
production possible for those users 
in either local cable TV stations, 
community services, schools, corpo- 
rations, etc. In fact, not only are 
most of the desktop video products 
in the market now very affordable, 
but they also offer better features, 
ease-of-use, and the same high- 
quality standards as traditional 
video products. 


How would the amateur video- 

grapher, say someone with a 
basic two-VCR editing system, get 
into desktop at an entry level? 

Most of the time, what they 

really need is just a simple 
and affordable combination of a PC 
and an overlay/genlock board with 
character generating (CG) and 
editing software for titling and 
editing effects. For example, creat- 
ing a CG station with a 386-40 
MHz PC and our award-winning 
Overlay board (VGA AVer Pro), 
which comes with professional CG 
software, will cost them less than 
$1300. 


How advanced can one become 

with desktop video? 

There is no limit. With products 

like AVer Video Producer or 
other desktop video products, you 
can pretty much do all the things you 
can do with the traditional video 
equipment. And remember, instead 
of spending $200,000 like it used to 
be, now you only need to spend 
$2000 to $5000 for desktop video 
products. 








[Je a strange mark on the side 

of my camcorder. It looks like a cir- 

cle with a straight line through it. 

There’s no mention of it in the instruc- 
tion manual. What does it mean? 

Paul Smith, 

Miami, Florida. 


‘Af cryptic looking symbol indi- 


cates the exact position of the sur- 
face of the CCD pickup inside the 
camcorder. The surface of the chip cor- 
responds to the film plane in a 35mm or 
other film camera. Before reflex cameras 
and other through-the-lens viewfinder 
systems, the symbol helped determine 
the correct focusing distance for critical 
close-up photography. Today it’s more a 
curiosity than anything else, and not all 
camcorders carry it. 


(i): remember seeing ads a few years 
back for products that claimed to be 
able to remove commercials from 
recordings. All you needed was a VCR 
with remote control. Did the products 
work, and is anything like them still 
available? Brian Sedlak, 
Springfield, New Jersey 


[J eevensne the perfect commercial 


cutter was once considered to be 
the Holy Grail of VCR design. That was 
because originally you could only get a 
maximum of four hours on a single T-120 
tape (the six-hour LP speed appeared in 
1979) and the tapes cost up to $20 each. 
Longer tapes like the T-160, T-180 and 
T-200 hadn’t been developed, nor had 
features like high-speed picture search. 
The video software market was also in 
its infancy, so people were trying to build 
their own libraries of commercial-free 
movies recorded from TV. 

Few of these factors exist today. The 
slowest EP/SLP speed has almost be- 
come the standard speed for casual vid- 
eotaping, and many VCR owners use it 
for everything they archive. Tapes are 
cheaper, high-speed search is a standard 
feature, and just about any movie you 
want is available on disc or tape for pur- 
chase or rental. 

Despite this, every now and then an- 
other company takes a stab at a com- 
mercial cutter. The latest is the 
Commercial Brake from Arista Technol- 
ogy. It claims to overcome the problem 








RODERICK WOODCOCK 





CCD finder, 
ad killers & auto- 
play oddities 


of knowing precisely where a commer- 
cial begins and ends by mapping its posi- 
tion on the tape and compiling a record 
of the audio and video fades which act 
as bookmarks for commercials. When 
you play your recording, these index sig- 
nals tell the VCR to fast forward 
through the blocks of commercials. You 
can watch this happen onscreen, or 
throw up a blue screen to mask the ads. 


[i}:-» February issue carried a “Tech 
Tip” (“Skip the Leader”) that’s not 
entirely correct. It stated that to avoid 
dust and dirt accumulating on the plas- 
tic leader of a tape, you should fast-for- 
ward for a few seconds before pushing 
the play button. Many VCRs have an 
auto-play feature that activates if the re- 
cord tab has been removed from the 
tape, which is usual with rental tapes. If 
you then hit the fast forward button, as 
stated, the VCR will merely scan for- 
ward, and the heads won't be protected 
from dirt. What you should do is insert 
the tape, press stop, press fast forward, 
press stop, then press play. 
L. Harold Bullis, 
Kensington, Maryland 


‘A fae right, the tip is somewhat 


ambiguous, but the procedure you 
recommend isn’t totally correct either. 
The situation depends on how the VCR 
handles the tape. With most older and 
many newer VHS VCRs, the tape 
doesn’t thread against the heads until 
you press play. But on newer full-load or 
“quick-start” VCRs, the tape threads as 
soon as the cassette is inserted, regard- 
less of whether you select play or the 
VCR does it for you. Once threaded, 
some designs will pull the clear leader 
forward, to ensure that the heads con- 
tact the tape and not the more abrasive 
leader. The bottom line is that there are 
many variations in the way VCRs oper- 
ate, even within the same format. Our 
apologies if this tip confused readers. The 
procedure remains valid for many VCRs. 


Address questions to Q&A, Video Mag- 
azine, 460 West 34 Street, New York, 
NY 10001; fax questions to 212-947- 
6500 after 5 p.m., EST, weekdays, or all 
day on weekends; or send questions via 
Compu- Serve to 75147,1255. Questions 
may be edited for clarity and space. 
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“In the theater of the mind, anything is 
possible. But in Energy's complete home- THE ENERGY HOME THEATER 

‘theater speaker system, only reality SURROUND SOUND SPEAKER SYSTEM 
counts. Two satellites in front and two 
behind immerse you in refreshing sound. 
A dialogue speaker at front and center 
places you face to face with the actors on 
the screen. Radical dual subwoofers 
extend all the way down to 35Hz, the 
bass enveloping you in sonic swell. This 
is one heart-pounding ride. Catch it if 

"you can at your Energy showroom. 











ENERC> 


LOUDSPEAKERS 


ENERGY LOUDSPEAKERS 3641 MCNICOLL AVE., SCARBOROUGH, ONT., CANADA MIX 1G5. (416) 321-1800 FAX (416) 321-1500 “STC AE TRE i 
Circle 9 on Reader Service Card. 











RATED #1 


AITACHI 
VM-E55A 


BY A LEADING CONSUMER MAGAZINE 


JUST GOT EVEN BETTER!... 


ND HERE’S WHY 
A To achieve true engineering 

excellence, a camcorder must 
combine the most important and 
popular features with a sleek, 
attractive, ergonomic design at an 
affordable price. The engineers at 
Hitachi faced up to this challenge 
and were determined to deliver a 
definitive package at a price of 
under $1,000. The result is a true 
breakthrough — the VM-E58A. 

Here’s the inside story on how 

the engineers at Hitachi created 
this extraordinary camcorder. 


COLOR LCD VIEWFINDER 

The engineers at Hitachi 
determined through their research 
that camcorder users desire the 
accuracy of a color viewfinder. They 
increased the number of pixels to 
create a sharp vivid picture that 
allows you to see what you are 
shooting exactly as it is. This 
eliminates the need to keep looking 
over the viewfinder to check what 
you are recording. 


24X ZOOM 

Hitachi’s engineers have been 
pioneers in developing longer zoom 
ranges in order to allow you to get 


“closer to the action.” This year 
they have extended the lens to a 
12X optical system. Digital zoom 
further extends the range of the 
optical zoom system to an 
incredible 24X, while the instant 
zoom button magnifies any scene 
instantly an additional 1.5 times. 
And even with the more powerful 
optical lens system Hitachi 
engineers have been able to keep 
the minimum illumination 
requirements at 1 lux. So even in 
low light situations the VM-E58A 
will perform flawlessly. 


DIGITAL ELECTRONIC IMAGE 

STABILIZATION 

Last year Hitachi introduced 
the first Electronic Image Stabilizer 
with “angular motion sensors” in 
the number 1 rated VM-E55A 
camcorder. This year, Hitachi 
engineers have improved the 
system by applying new engineering 
advancements to make our digital 
EIS even better. Hitachi’s digital 
EIS can improve picture quality 
whenever you are walking, riding 
in an automobile, using high 
powered zoom or any other activity 
that causes your camcorder to 
be unstable. 


< 


270,000 PIXEL CCD 

This extremely dense 
CCD enabled the engineers 
to employ an E.I.S. system 
that does not degrade 
picture quality when in use. 
Unlike other E.1.S. systems 
the engineers at Hitachi 
developed their CCD so that 
whether E.I.S. is engaged or not 
the image remains sharp. 
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

The VM-E58A’s autofocus 
system uses a foolproof 
through-the-lens approach and its 
white balance and auto iris are 
both controlled by a highly- | 
sophisticated artificial 
intelligence circuit. Its digitally 
programmed autoexposure system 
provides perfect pictures with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

The VM-E58A’s superlative 
performance is built into its chips, 
transport, electronic circuitry and 
optical system. This is Hitachi — 
Excellence in Engineering. 


For more information 
on the Hitachi VM-E5S8A, 
please call 1-800-HITACHI 
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excellence in 
engineering.” 
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VIDEO. 


By Stewart Applegath 

Sony’s new top-of-the 
line SLV-920HF VHS 
deck arrives with an 
impressive picture, VCR 
Plus and some solid editing features for 
higher-end users, such as a strong 
audio/video insert capability. Over the 
years, Sony has refined and simplified 
its top-end models, paring down the 
number of features visible while trying 
to include newer, more useful tools. To 








Multiburst pattern for the SLV-920A VCR shows 
a very good video frequency response for VHS. 


this day, five years after purchase, I 
don’t quite understand (much less use) 
all the features on my SLV-757’s remote 
and menu systems. Over time they have 
become a bit of a visual blur; I simply 
pick my way through to the ones I use 
most. It’s a relief, relatively speaking, to 
use the SLV-920HE 

For editing enthusiasts, the SLV- 
920HF offers a flying erase head (for 
clean edits without glitches or rainbow 
patterns), a shuttle dial and bidirection- 











Hi-Fi Stereo 


DA PRO 4HEAD/AUTO HEAD CLEANER/DIGITAL AUTO TRACKING 


PRICE: $649 


V-RATING: VVVVV 
BETTER —P 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


0 1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE 
FOR OTHER VHS/8mm VCRs 





al frame advance buttons (for precisely 
locating the beginning and ending 
frames of scenes), audio/video insert 
and a synchro edit function. With the 
Control S cord/jacks, you can control 
both VCRs from one VCR, should you 
have another Sony VCR. Here, we 
would prefer a LANC connection, or 
one that would accept other control 


SPECS AND | Fast Forward/Rewind 

MEASUREMENTS Time: less than 4-1/2 min 
for T-120; less than 3 min. 
for T-120 in high-speed 

Weight & Size (h/w/d): rewind 

11.5 lbs., 4x 17 x 14-7/8 


inches Edit Protocol: none 


Power Use: 25 watts 


less with multibrand TV 


Jacks: front-video/stereo controls 


audio input; rear- 
video/stereo audio input 
and output, RF input and 
output, Control S, cable 
box control 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP 
(play only), EP 


Video Heads: 4 


Cue & Review Search: 
locking 7x SP, 27x EP; 
bidirectional shuttle ring 
1/5x, 1x, 2x, 7x SP/21x EP 


_ Program Start 

| Locator/Index/Cue: 
index with auto mark and 
dedicated buttons for for- 
ward and reverse search 


Audio: linear mono, hi-fi 
AFM stereo 


Preset Method: auto pro- 
gram plus manual 
add/erase 


Channel Coverage: 
VHF-2 to 13, UHF-14-69, 


Remote Control: IR wire- | 


3 Z 


L—AUDIO—R 


systems. 

Sony has included a cable box con- 
trol which allows the VCR to operate 
most brands of cable box through an 
included cable “mouse.” This little unit 
connects to the VCR with a cable, sits 
on top of your convertor and issues 
commands via an infrared control. In 


can also use the remote to change 
channels whenever the cable box is on. 
The SLV-920HF should appeal to 
| home theater buffs. It has stereo sound 
and can make great dubs from 
laserdiscs. It includes a number of slow- 
motion functions that give you the 
option of scanning through your tapes 
in different ways. 

The VCR Plus feature allows you to 
record programs using the Plus Code, a 
number series found in TV _ guides. 
Once you punch in a number, the VCR 





| CATV-A-8 to A-1, A to W, 
W+1 to W+84 
Timer: 8-event/1-month 


SP, 41.3 EP; weighted 
video 49.2 SP, 48.4 EP; 
chroma AM 46.8 SP, 42.2 
| EP; chroma PM 44.4 SP, 


| Key Features: bidirec- 42.9 EP 
tional frame advance, 
| bidirectional variable- | Clock/Timer Battery 


speed slow motion, | Backup: 3 hours 
speed play, flying erase 
head, audio dub, video 
dub, insert edit, VCR Plus 
with cable box control, 
30-second commercial 
skip, auto clock set/sta- 

| tion ID from EDS broad- 
casts, adaptive picture | 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi 20 Hz-5 
kHz, +0.06/-3 dB, down - 
| 6.2 dB at 20 kHz; linear 
100 Hz-10 kHz SP, 100 
Hz-3 kHz EP, -3 dB 





| control | Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
_ RESULTS idle 

Horizontal Resolution: Linear Audio S/N: 43.4 
| 240 lines dB 
_ Picture S/N Ratios (dB): | Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
| unweighted video 43.9 | 0,3%, linear 0.8% 


this way, the VCR controls channels on | 
the cable box for timer recording. You | 
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VIDEOTEST PHOTOS: LES MORSILLO 











CASSETTE RECORDER SLV-S20HF (WHS) 











TESTS BY BERGER-BRAITHWAITE LABS. 








will be set to 
automatically 
record the cho- 
sen show at the 
appropriate 
time. It’s a sin- 
gle-step pro- 
cess. The SLV- 
920HF can al- 
so be set to 
automatically 
record stereo 
programs in 
stereo, with an 
indicator light 
to that ray on the front display panel. 

This is the first VCR to include an 


| automatic clock set feature. A time sig- 


nal is sent out by chosen TV stations on 
the vertical interval of the broadcast 
band and is decoded by choosing that 
particular channel under the automatic 
setting in the clock set menu. The 
whole of the U.S. should have access to 
a local signal by year’s end. 

With the front panel closed, you can 
access the shuttle, a high-speed rewind, 
and stop and pause buttons. To the 
right of the shuttle knob are record and 
timer indicator lights. Other functions 
are displayed in the window—tape 
speed, sound mode, AV insert and indi- 
cators for Sony’s Adaptive Picture Con- 
trol (APC). With the panel open, you 
have access to the edit on/off switch, 
input select, channel control and, on 
the right, APC, quick timer and record. 


continued on page 40 














HITACHI Hi8 CAMCORDER 

By Scott Wasser 
Standing 6-foot-6 and 
weighing 365 pounds, 
you'd expect to see him 
tackling fullbacks or 
body-slamming _ profes- 
sional wrestlers, not toying with a tiny 
camcorder. But who better to test the 
durability of Hitachi’s Hi8 VM-H71A, 
which is claimed to resist dust, dirt, 
water and 400 pounds of pressure? 
After a little urging, my coworker 
placed one of his size-14 sneakers on 
the camcorder and balanced his bulky 
frame. Incredibly, nothing happened. 
There were no snaps, crackles or pops 
from overstressed metal and _ plastic 
components. My behemoth buddy’s jaw 
dropped when I picked up the cam- 
corder, which had been recording dur- 
ing its ordeal, and showed him it was 



























PRICE: $1,899 
V-RATING: | 











BETTER —P 
PICTURE 

SOUND 

FEATURES | 
VALUE , | 


4 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER Hi8 CAMCORDERS 





still functioning flawlessly. 

Later, I put the VM-H71A through 
more practical tests. Although its per- 
formance in almost every respect met or 
exceeded my expectations, nothing 
impressed me as much as its initial tor- 
ture test. I do a lot of videotaping under 
adverse conditions. These taping ses- 





Multiburst pattern for the VM-H71A's recorder 
section reveals a typical Hi8 frequency response. 





sions are always preceded by long delib- 
eration over whether the results will be 
worth the risks to which Ill be subject- 
ing my hardware. My camcorders have 

continued on page 38 


Drip Dry: 
Inset shows how 

shell protects against 
water and dust. 
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PHILIPS 16:9 34-INCH TV 


By Kevin Miller 
When Video Magazine 
asked me if I’d like to 
review the Philips Match- 
line 16:9 direct-view TV, I 
thought, “Sure! I mean 
who wouldn't want to get their hands 
on what’s said to be one of the most 
expensive and sophisticated TVs in the 
world?” The Matchline is distributed by 
Philips’ professional division, but its 
tuner and surround sound clearly show 
it was designed for consumers. At 
$6,000, it’s the most expensive direct- 
view consumer set on the market. Is it 
worth the hefty price tag? We'll see... 
The Matchline is a line-doubled set. 
Its horizontal scan rate is 31.5 kilohertz 





SPECS AND add/delete 
MEASUREMENTS 
Channel Coverage: 
| VHF-2 to 13, UHF-14 to | 
Weight & Size (hiw/d): raion iy aries a A 


200 Ibs., 26 x 32-1/4 (not 
including speakers) x 24- 


1/4 inches Remote Control: IR 


wireless multibrand VCR 
| and cable box control 


Power Consumption: 
380 watts 


Jacks: front-S-video/ 
video/stereo audio; rear— 
| HDTV/RGB input, S- 
video/video/stereo audio 
input, video/stereo audio 
input and output, vari- 
able-level setereo audio 
output, RF input, line- 

| level subwoofer output, 

| Philips RC5 control 
(infrared command relay) 
input and output 


Screen Size: 34 inches 
diagonal 


Aspect Ratio: 16:9 


Speaker Size: left & 
right 2-1/2 inches, 
woofer 5 inches 





Preset Method: auto 
program plus manual 


PHILIPS 





| Connectors: spring- 


| aspect ratio with various 
| crop/expand modes, 


(twice the rate of conventional TVs) 
and the line doubler is non-defeatable. 
The ProScan and RCA 16:9 sets work 
the same way. As you’d expect for the 
price, the Matchline is feature-packed, 
with picture-in-picture, picture-out- 
side-picture and Dolby Pro-Logic. It 
also has an RGB input that accepts 
HDTV and SVGA signals, making it a 
viable HDTV and computer monitor. 
There are five picture-size adjust- 
ments. You can watch a regular 4:3 pic- 
ture with black bands on the sides. If 
the bands bother you, use the expand 
mode, which stretches the picture to fill 
the screen. The drawback is that people 
look shorter and wider. Or use the 
panoramic mode, which is better 
because most of the stretching is at the 
outer edges so that the correct propor- 


Picture S/N Ratios 
(dB): luminance 54.6, 
video 55.1, chroma AM 
63.4, chroma PM 63.1 


External Speaker 


loaded clips for front left 
and right, rear left and 
right 


Screen Brightness: 


Internal Audio 68.3 footlamberts 


Amplifier Power: 5 
watts each- front left 
and right, rear and sub- 
woofer 


Color Temperature: 
| 10,000 Kelvin 

Key Features: 16:9 Audio Frequency 
Response: line 20 Hz- 
20 kHz, +0.5/-0.1 dB; 
external speaker termi- 
nals 150 Hz-20 kHz, 
+0.1/-3.0 dB, down 14.9 
dB at 20 Hz 


HDTV/RGB input, inte- 
gral line doubler, picture- 
in-picture, picture-out- 
side picture, Dolby Pro- 





Logic 

Audio S/N: 62.4 dB 
peevEle | Total Harmonic 
Horizontal Resolution: | Distortion: line 0.2%, 
560 lines speaker 0.6% 

















Matched Set: 

The Matchline TV comes with 
small side speakers that can 
double as rear surrounds. 


eeeeeeees 


PRICE: $5,995 
V-RATING: VVV 
BETTER —> 











PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


| 
OD wee. 4 6 


RATINGS GIVEN ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE 
FOR OTHER DIRECT-VIEW. TV SETS, 





tions are kept in the center. 
The expand 16:9 mode also uses lin- 
ear expansion, and is intended for 


future HDTV broadcasts, electronically | 


“squeezed” 16:9 camcorder tapes and 
16:9 NTSC laserdiscs and tapes, which 
don’t really exist yet. The theater 1 
mode is designed for use with letter- 
boxed videos; it expands the image to 
fill the screen without black bars. The 
last—and probably least useful—mode is 
theater 2, for extremely wide formats 
like CinemaScope and Panavision. It 
fills the screen vertically and horizon- 
tally, but crops the sides off the picture. 

The keys to getting the most enjoy- 
ment and use out of a TV are the 
remote control and the manual, both of 
which often impede the consumer’s 
ability to take full advantage of special 
features. I rate the Matchline’s remote 
control and manual among the best I 
have encountered. The remote is sim- 
ple and intuitive to use, yet comprehen- 
sive in its functionality. The manual 


continued on page 41 
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INTRODUCING 
THE JVC PREMIERE HOME THEATER TELEVISIONS 


JVC INVITES YOU TO A PREMIERE 


Circle 11 on Reader Service Card. 





Introducing your 
ticket to dazzling 
home theater— 
the new JVC 
Premiere Series 
TVs. These TVs 
are truly the 
brightest stars in 
the industry 
offering super 
advanced picture 
and sound 
quality, cordless 
headphones and 
advanced PIP. 
Plus a cast of 
JVC custom 
features such as 
AV Compulink, 
Full Motion Split- 
Screen and 
Super Command 


Remote. 


JVC 


Take home a 
JVC Premiere 


Home Theater 








Television and let 
the show begin. 
Call 800-252-5722 
for your nearest 


dealer. 


JVC COMPANY OF AMERICA 
DIVISION OF US JVC CORP. 
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Jack City: The Proceed’s 
elaborate remote control (far 
left) and rear panel illustrate 








PROCEED PAV 

AUDIO/VIDEO PROCESSOR 

By Corey Greenberg 
Hardcore audiophiles like 
to bitch that it’s impossi- 
ble to put together a single 
system that sounds just as 
good with music as it does with movies. 
Me, I don’t think it’s impossible, but I 
do think there are a few links in the typ- 
ical home theater chain that degrade 
the sound of music compared with a 
good high-end audio rig. Speakers, for 
one-if you’ve got THX or other “video- 








Multiburst pattern for the Proceed PAV preamp 
shows an excellent video frequency response. 


optimized” speakers, your system is nev- 
er going to sound good with music, and 
that’s why I don’t recommend them. 
Another weak link is the heart of any 
home theater—the surround processor. 
Audiophiles have long complained that 
even the best surround processors on 
the market offer so-so sound quality at 


eecceccce 


PRICE: $4,200 
V-RATING: VVVVV 
BETTER —P 











PICTURE 

SOUND 

FEATURES 228 

VALUE h | 


1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER SURROUND PROCESSORS 





best when used for stereo music play- 
back. So when high-end manufacturer 
Madrigal designed its $4,200 Proceed 
Audio/Video processor, or PAV, no- 
compromise music playback was a chief 
goal. 

To call the PAV just another sur- 
round processor is selling it way short. 
The PAV is a full-function system con- 
trol center that lets you control two 





SPECS AND 6 stereo audio inputs (2 
MEASUREMENTS balanced XLR), 4 S- 
| video/video/stereo audio 
| outputs (two for VCRs), 2 
| balanced XLR stereo 
Weight & Size (h/w/d): audio outputs, two stereo 


27 Ibs., 4-3/4 x 17-1/4 x 
14-1/4 inches 


Power Consumption: 
40 watts 


Remote Control: IR 
wireless with learning 
control of VCR, TV, CD 
player, tape deck, tuner 
and other components 


Jacks: 4 S-video/ 
video/stereo audio inputs, 


audio outputs for audio 
tape decks; line-level out- 


| puts for left and right sur- 
| round, center channel 
| and subwoofer 


Key Features: balanced 
inputs and outputs, music 
surround modes, univer- 
sal remote, multiroom 
capability 





_ RESULTS 





its flexibility. 


separate audio/video systems from the 
comfort of your La-Z-Boy, allowing you 
to choose which audio and video 
sources get fed to each system. Only the 
main rig enjoys surround sound, 
though-the remote system is stereo 
only. The PAV also performs video 
switching, with extremely clean cir- 
cuits. 

The PAV performs Dolby Pro-Logic 
decoding with the good-sounding Ana- 
log Devices SSM-2125A decoder chip 
found in many of the better surround 
processors. But while most units using 
this chip add control and audio circuits 
around it that are mid-fi at best, the 
PAV marries the SSM-2125A chip with 
audiophile-grade circuitry and a beefy, 
precision power supply. 

As a THX-certified processor, the 
PAV offers a THX surround mode in 
addition to straight Dolby Pro-Logic 
processing without the so-called 


continued on page 42 





Horizontal Resolution: 
more than 800 lines, 


| bandpass over 10 MHz 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 


unweighted luminance 


63.8, weighted luminance | 


| 65.1, unweighted video 
| 65.2, weighted video 66, 


chroma AM over 75, 
chroma PM 63,3 


Audio Frequency 
Response: main 
(crossover off)— 20 Hz- 
20 kHz, +0.5/-0.1 dB; 


center (crossover off)- 
20 Hz- 20 kHz, +0.5/-0.1 
| dB 


Crossover: high-pass fil- 
ter— 12 dB/octave at 80 

| Hz; low-pass filter- 24 

| dB/octave at 80 Hz 


Max. Output: main- 10 
Vrms balanced 


| Audio S/N: main- 
| 81.3 dB at OdB output 


| Total Harmonic 
Distortion: main- less 
| than 0.02% 
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-235) -VIDEO MAGAZINE, January, 1994 
iS, 
4 “Deep bass without the aid of big, expensive amplifiers. 
a S S 5 rd 
= Sounds panned from side to side as smoothly 
as their corresponding images flew across the screen.” 
-SOUNDG& IMAGE, Summer, 1993 
“We quickly discovered what a difference the right 
ene 7 = 
| sound system can make! The subwoofers added tremendous 
———— s 
—— : : : : ms 
a excitement to the movie watching expertence. 
iz -POPULAR ELECTRONICS, January, 1993* 
a “Cerwin-Vega produces a powerful and taut sound. 


The impact can be especially felt in the midrange, which will 
v0und you with rotor blade sweeps from Apocalypse Now.” 
I A Ps. vi LV. 
-SATELLITE ORBIT, June, 1993 
WSNabmen ccoctaoencs snow 


CERWIN-VEGA SENSURROUND! HOME THEATER 
Turn it up: 


©1994 Cerwin-Vega, Inc. SenSurround® is a registered trademark of MCA Systems, Inc. For more information 
or a full-color brochure, please write to us at Cerwin-Vega, 555 East Easy St., Simi Valley, CA 93065, or call SO5-584-9332 
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GE.VHS TVCR 
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By Cliff Roth 

As a concept, the TVCR 

never excited me much. 

Following the logic of good 

stereo equipment, where 
separate components are de rigueur for 
serious hi-fi, the combination TVCR 
seemed too all-in-one. But what I didn’t 
appreciate, prior to testing the GE 
13TVR40_ KitchenVision, was that 
besides the obvious convenience of 
being able to carry the unit around— 
compared to schlepping a separate 


SPECS AND Channel Coverage: 
MEASUREMENTS | VHF- 2 to 13, UHF- 
| 14 to 69; CATV- A-8 to 
| A-1, A to W, W+1 to 
| W+84 
Price: $499 Remote Control: IR 


ireless with control of 
Weight & Size (hiwid): | VCRandTV 


28.6 Ibs., 15-3/4 x 14- 


12 x 15-1/8 inches Jacks: rear RF input, 


video/mono audio input 
Power Consumption: wis paihity 


69 watts 


Screen Size: 
13 inches diagonal 


Power: 1 watt 


Aspect Ratio: 4:3 


Speaker Size: 2-1/2 
inches 


| Video Heads: 2 


Cue & Review Search: 7 
XSPOXLE 27x SLP: 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 3-1/2 min. for 


Preset Method: auto 
program plus add/delete 








| hrs:mins. time search 


| advance, slow motion, 
| speed play, commercial 
Internal Audio Amplifier | 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP, EP | 





| chrome, masked by 
| bleedy color to 250; VCR 


VCR and 13-inch TV-there are also 
significant operating conveniences. 

For most readers of Video Magazine, 
turning a TV on, determining whether 
it’s set for an antenna or video input, 
and switching to the appropriate input 
for the VCR is a simple task. But we’ve 
all seen people totally dumbfounded by 
such an operation, no matter how many 
times it’s explained. For such a person, 
the TVCR is a blessing. 

Pop in a tape and this TVCR auto- 
matically turns on and begins playing. 
Turn it on without a tape inserted, and 
it automatically comes up as a TV. Say 


T-120 240 lines 

Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
video 44, chroma AM 44, 
chroma 

PM 40 


Program Start 
Locator/Index/Cue: 


Audio: linear mono 
| Screen Brightness: 70.5 
Timer: 4-event/ foot-lamberts 
1-month 
Color Temperature: 
Special Features: frame | 6,300 kelvins 

Accuracy of Colors: 
skip on playback, swivel good 
base, cooking tape 


included Audio Frequency 
Response: 100 Hz-15 
| kHz (speaker) 
| RESULTS 


| Audio S/N: 48 dB at 
speaker terminals 

Horizontal Resolution: 
TV 280-290 lines mono- Total Harmonic 


Distortion: 1% 











PRICE: $499 
(Oe 





PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


1 2 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER DIRECT-VIEW TVs & VHS/8mm VCRs 





goodbye to the old “TV/VCR” remote 
control button-this unit always knows 
what it’s doing. What makes the GE 
KitchenVision unique, of course, is its 
styling— a bright refrigerator-white plas- 
tic case, instead of the usual black cab- 
inet. A matching swivel base is 
included-it attaches securely with four 
screws. Pictures on the packing box and 
the instruction manual depict a woman 
preparing a meal at a kitchen counter 
while watching a cooking show on her 
KitchenVision. You'll be able to do the 
same thing—a VHS cooking tape, Fancy 
Chicken Dishes with Jeff Smith from the 
Frugal Gourmet series, is also included. 

Plug the set in, and a tiny green light 
under the screen starts flashing, and 
keeps flashing until you set the time. 
The TVCR has a minimum number of 
controls—power, stop and eject, re- 
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wind, fast forward, play, record plus 
channel and volume up/down buttons 
cleverly arranged in a circle. The 51- 
key remote control makes up for this 


| apparent simplicity. Layout on the 


remote is good, except that the volume 
control buttons are small-the same size 
as the rarely used tracking adjustments. 
Convenience features include a 
time search button that lets you locate 
any point in a tape by elapsed time, and 
another button that searches for the 
next blank spot in a tape to record on- 
to. A poorly labeled “EADV/C.S.” but- 
ton advances the tape by about a 
minute to skip ads during playback. 
The VCR is a basic two-head 


| monaural unit. But with EP tapes, still 





frame, slow motion and rapid-search 
picture quality is quite good-the stills 
are almost free of noise bars. A double- 
speed playback feature also provides 
very good EP picture quality; the sound 
gets muted. However, with higher-qual- 
ity SP tapes (like prerecorded movies), 
the picture becomes filled with noise at 
any speed other than normal play. Tape 
always stays loaded in the VCR-going 
from stop to play takes half a second. 
Horizontal resolution, when the 
TVCR was used as a monitor, measured 





about 300 lines. In our lab tests we 
noticed a lot more cross-interference 
between high-resolution picture mater- 
ial and chroma. Rainbow patterns were 
apparent wherever the image displayed 
finely spaced lines, like a tweed jacket. 
Technical editor Lancelot Braithwaite 
concluded there’s no comb filter in the 
TV portion, though there is one in the 
VCR. Screen corners appeared to be 
slightly rounded. 

Audio is loud enough for a kitchen, 
but not much more. Testing the 
KitchenVision in my living room, I had 
to set the volume near the top of the 
range. (With the volume set to zero, or 
mute, sound remains slightly audible.) 
The speaker is at the bottom. It’s hard- 
ly high fidelity, but did sound slightly 
more bassy than we expected. Never- 
theless, frequencies below about 100 
Hertz were inaudible in our laboratory 
tests. 

A channel search feature automati- 
cally scans through channels at about 
one per second. Rabbit ears are provid- 
ed for VHE Tuner sensitivity seemed 
good. An auto-setup programming 
option locates active stations, but the 
screen remains confusingly blue during 
the minute-long procedure. A blue 








screen is substituted when the signal 
falls too low-this feature cannot be dis- 
abled (for tuning in very weak stations). 

Timer programming capability han- 
dles four events. Numbers are entered 
from the remote control keypad. The 
one-touch record system offers the 
desirable ability to delay recording until 
a later time—up to 11:30 p.m. on the fol- 
lowing day. One slight disadvantage of 
the TVCR, compared with separate 
units, is that there’s only one tuner— so 
you can’t watch one program while 
recording another. A 30- 60- 90-minute 
sleep timer is also provided, but there’s 
no headphone jack. 

A set of monaural A/V input jacks is 
on the back, but there are no output 
jacks. We hooked up a laserdisc player 
to this video input and found the image 
reasonably sharp, though we don’t rec- 
ommend a 13-inch screen for letter- 
boxed video viewing! 

Overall, the KitchenVision is a good 
13-inch TVCR, with unique white 
styling that does indeed make it more at 
home in a kitchen than in a bedroom. 
The sound—not stereo, not hi-fi—is 
clearly the weakest element here. But 
for casual TV and tape watching in the 
kitchen, this will do fine. a 








The Swiss Army Ch 


“Rapid Charge Only” feature 
for NoOMEM® Batteries 


Direct power supply for 
most 8mm and VHS-C 6V 


camcorders 





Introducing the OmniSource™ Plus. We call it a charger 
But that hardly does justice to the most versatile and convenient, do- 
everything power manager for camcorder enthusiasts. 

The OmniSource Plus automatically reconditions and charges one 
or two nickel-cadmium batteries. It rapidly charges NOMEM® memory- 
free batteries. It tests the battery power level. It powers VHS-C and 8mm 
camcorders directly. It works from the home AC. It works from the car’s 
DC. It does practically everything but edit the footage. Because where 


4-level LED battery capacity indicator 


areer 


cael 






L10V AC power adaptor 





Reconditions and charges 
one or two batteries sequentially 


power is concerned, you never know what you'll need 
until you need it. 

Sure, there are chargers that'll do some of these 
things. But only the OmniSource Plus does all of 
these things. Ask your Lenmar dealer about the 
OmniSource Plus. It’s the ultimate power tool 
no camcorder bag 
should be without. 






CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


For the name of your nearest Lenmar dealer, and a catalog of our other Camcorder Performance Products call: 800/424-2703 ©1994 Lenmar Enterprises, Inc. 
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DIGITAL 
FloLttywooD 


Invites you to save 
time & money 
for the holidays 


BRING HOME 
THE BIGGEST FILM 
OF ALL TIME! 


Mo) 


Jurassic Park will be the largest 
selling laser disc of all time. Be a 
part of history and enjoy this fan- 
tastic laser disc based upon 
Michael Crichton’s best selling 
novel. Available in CAV and CLV. 


Digital Hollywood Entertainment 
offers you great, friendly service, 
along with a huge inventory of 
laser discs, computerized service 
and quick, same day shipping. 
Our regular discount is 15% off 
list price. Wow! 


Call today and receive a fantastic 
price on Jurassic Park. 


Special price... 


25% off list 
Available today! 





‘Aa Adwemtare 48 ‘Your bn The Mahle, 


Fp sl a 


Digital Hollywood Entertainment 
6849 Via Sola Circle 
Buena Park, CA 90620 
(800) 994-DISC @ (714) 821-7881 
FAX (714) 821-7458 
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been dropped in the snow while skiing, 
been rained on during mountain bike 
tides and been battered by balls during 
soccer games. Sometimes they’ve come 
through unscathed; other times they’ve 
been put on the disabled list. What a 
relief to finally get my hands on a cam- 
corder designed to withstand punish- 
ment. 

The VM-H71A will not only with- 
stand the weight of office bullies, it has 
a water-resistant chassis that will pro- 
tect it from the elements and even 
allow it to be submerged up to a foot for 
up to a minute, according to Hitachi. 
That doesn’t mean the VM-H71A is 
made for shooting underwater footage, 
but rather that it won't self-destruct if it 
happens to get splashed or dropped 
overboard. 

Although it survived several dunk- 
ings in the Hudson River by senior edi- 
tor Brent Butterworth, the only water 
torture to which I subjected the VM- 
H71A was a triathlon held in a pouring 
rain. The rain turned my sneakers into 
sponges and my shirt and shorts into 
dishrags, but it didn’t affect the VM- 
H71A. 

The camcorder carries a number of 
features that would make it desirable 
even if it wasn’t the world’s most 
resilient camcorder. The features I 
found most valuable are its 12x optical- 


SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 1.2 inches, 
wide-angle; 39 inches, 


zoom lens with digital magnification 
and its electronic image stabilization 
(EIS). The latter does a surprisingly 
good job of reducing shakes and jitters, 
with little of the image lag caused by 
some stabilization systems. The EIS 
delivered remarkably stable footage of 
video shot from a bicycle and from a 
moving truck. The auto exposure sys- 
tem works so well that using the back- 
light compensator is seldom necessary. 
For example, the camcorder gave sub- 
jects inside a car just enough exposure 
to reveal shadow detail without wash- 
ing out the brightly lit background out- 
side the vehicle. 

The auto focusing system also did a 
good job of honing in on its target, and 
seemed to have no trouble focusing 
even in flat light. There’s also manual 
focusing, accessible through a wheel 
which, unusually, is at the back of the 
camcorder. Neither its focusing nor 
exposure capabilities suffer at either 
extreme of the optical zoom lens. 

The color viewfinder delivers a bright 
image in all types of light. Although it 
looks much more grainy than the final 


product, the resolution is good enough | 


for fine focusing. 

Press and hold the telephoto button 
after it gets to the end of the lens’ opti- 
cal range, and the camcorder will digi- 
tally zoom in even closer at the expense 
of image quality. Or press the instant 
zoom button at any point within the 
zoom range and the image will be elec- 
tronically magnified 1.5 times. The 
overall maximum magnification is 24x. 
This provides a little longer “reach” 
when needed, which can be very useful 
for shooting sports. 


Cue & Review Search: RESULTS 


9x forward, 7x reverse 
Horizontal Resolution: 


Brand/Model: Hitachi 
VM-H71A 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 2 
Ibs. without ciel or 
cassette, 4-3/8 x 3-1/2 x 
9 inches 


Power Use: 7.2 volts DC, 
5.8 watts 


Image Sensor: 1/3-inch 
CCD, 470,000 pixels 


Lens: f/1.8, 12x (5-60 

mm) power zoom with 2x 
digital magnification and 
1.5x instant digital zoom 


Filter Diameter: 46mm 





telephoto 


Focus: TTL auto switch- 
able to knob-type manual 


Iris: auto with BLC 
Fader: to/from white, ver- 


tical curtain to/from black, 
to/from white with zoom 


Shutter Speeds: AE only 
White Balance: auto only 
Viewfinder: color LCD 


Viewfinder Controls: 
diopter focus 


Microphone: stereo elec- 
tret condenser 


Jacks: mulitpin A/V out- 
put, 1/8-inch mic 
input/edit controller 
Tape Speed: SP 


Video Heads: 4 





FastForward/Rewind 
Time: less than 10 min- 
utes for 120-minute tape 


Edit Protocol: edit con- 
troller remote, compatible 
with most VCRs 


Remote Control: two- 
card-sized IR wireless 
with camera, playback 
and TV controls; wired 
edit controller with IR 
emitter for VCR control 


Audio: hi-fi AFM stereo 


Titles/Graphics: 2 pages 
with 2 lines of 16 charac- 
ters 


Key Features: water- 
and impact-resistant 
chassis, edit controller 
remote, electronic image 
stabilizer, insert edit, fly- 
ing erase head, lithium 
battery, 16:9 (letterbox) 
recording 





370 lines Hi8, 250 lines 
8mm 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted Hi8 lumi- 
nance 45.4 ME, 43.6 MP; 
weighted luminance 48.7 
ME, 48.2 MP; unweighted 
video 44.6, weighted 
video 48.7, chroma AM 
41.7, chroma PM 38.3 


Minimum Illumination: 
9.5 lux for 50 IRE approx- 
imately 


Approx. Battery Life: 52 
min. (manual focus/ no 
zoom) 


Audio Frequency 
Response: 150 Hz-16 


KHz, +0.3/-3 dB, -23.9 dB 
at 20 Hz, -4.3 dB at 20 
kHz 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
68.5 


AudioDistortion: 0.3% 
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Edit controller remote 
(left) and regular 
remote for the Hitachi 
VM-H71A. 











But the VM-H71A has a few limi- 
tations when it comes to shooting fast 
and furious action. For one thing, it 
doesn’t offer user-adjustable shutter 
speeds. Secondly, the touch-sensitive, 
two-speed zoom controls aren’t espe- 
cially responsive. The camcorder some- 
times takes longer than you'd like to 
shift into high-speed zoom mode, and it 
occasionally shifts into that mode when 
you don’t want it to. A self-retracting 
lens cap would also be welcome, and far 
more useful to most users than the 16:9 
(widescreen ratio) record mode option. 





Otherwise, the VM-H71A’s ergonomic 
design and functionality are excellent, 
with all the important switches and 
controls simple to operate and within 
easy reach. 

The edit controller remote lets you 
program the start and endpoints of up 
to four scenes, and automatically dub 
them to your VCR. The scenes can 
even be rearranged in a different order 
than on the original tape. The proce- 
dure is simple—just plug the remote into 
the VM-H71A’s mic jack, then program 
your VCR's codes into the edit con- 
troller remote. Use the transport con- 
trols (rewind, fast forward, etc.) on the 
remote to find the start and end points 
on the camcorder tape. Forward and 
reverse buttons on the remote bump 
the tape about 10 frames ahead or 
behind for “fine-tuning.” 

This method of marking scenes isn’t 
that accurate, nor is the controller. 
With the Zenith VCR we used, we 
achieved accuracy of about plus or 
minus 20 frames. Also, the controller 
may not work with your VCR. Only 15 
code sets are listed (Samsung is a note- 
worthy absence), and even the remote 
wouldn’t work with our Panasonic PV- 


54380 VCR. 





The picture quality is average for 
Hi8—with the Sony ME tape we used, it 
was slightly better than Sony’s CCD- 
TR400-and not quite as good as 
Canon’s ES-1000. But all are pretty 
close, and all earn a three rating. There 
was a small amount of luminance noise, 
the usual amount of color noise, which 
almost all camcorders produce, and 
good but not outstanding detail. Still, a 
serviceable picture will make all but the 
most demanding videographers happy. 

The audio was only fair. The sound 
through the mic was rather thin, either 
a result of a so-so mic or the recorder 
section’s weak measured bass response, 
which falls off below 150 Hertz. There’s 
a watertight cap you put over the mic in 
wet conditions, which we though would 
largely prevent voice recording. But 
surprisingly, you can still get usable 
sound with the cap on. Plug in a good 
external mic, which you can’t do in wet 
conditions (you have to leave one of 
the waterproof hatches open to use the 
mic jack), and the sound will get a lot 
better. 

Combine the VM-H71A’s function- 
ality with its versatility and durability, 
and you wind up with a wonderful cam- 
corder that can go places and do things 








MAKING A GREAT VIDEO 






After using your camcorder 
the first time, you realize that the 


built-in 





INCLUDES QUALITY SOUND TOO! *:=~-- 
. picks up 
sounds from all directions, including those you don’t want. And, when shooting from a distance, you 
can’t hear your subject's voice clearly. Azden, the leader in quality audio for video, offers a full line 
of microphones to make your sound as good as your pictures. 


] 










This powerful professional miniature Ff 
VHF wireless system has a range of a 
over 300 feet. It allows you to shoot 

| from a distance and pick up your 

| subject's voice clearly. It has 2 

| switchable frequencies, and it comes 

| with 2 mics (handheld and clip-on). The 
| transmitter clips to the subject’s belt, 

| and the mini receiver can attach to the 

, camera (shoe mount & velcro included) 
' or be kept in your breast pocket. 


WMS-PRO 























New 7" long directional 
mic. Allows you to zoom 
in on subject's voice, 
reducing saide noises. 
Range 35-40 feet. 























A professional VHF handheld 
microphone system with no 
wires. All the same features, 
and receiver as the WMS-PRO. 


Lapel microphone system. 
Same receiver as 
WMS-PRO. 


















Headset with boom mic 
for adding narration as 
you shoot. Your voice 
becomes the dominant 
sound recorded. Or, use 
it to monitor sound 
you're recording. 


Amini 3 channel mic mixer for recording 
sound from 2 add-on mics and a personal 
stereo, while you're shooting. Only 2 
1/8'x3 1/4" it can be attached to your 
camera or clipped to the handstrap. 
Cables included, needs no batteries. 





Write or call for full line literature 


AZDEN war YOU CAN HEAR 


147 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square, NY 11010 (516) 328-7500 Distributed in Canada by GENTEC 
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ImagingScience 


FYOMU TAB ARTs OONTS Tore Nee 


Joe Kane 


has trained the following 
video professionals to use 
test patterns and/or 
instrumentation to calibrate 
YOUR television on delivery. 


WHAT DID YOUR 
DEALER DO WHEN 
YOU GOT YOUR 
TELEVISION? 


@eeaeeeeecoeaeaeaecuaeoeaoeoe 080 
(800) 676-6684 
(310) 440-5522 
(713) 465-6333 
(205) 871-6328 
(407) 338-8898 
(310) 575-4895 
(707) 573-9170 
(800) 786-6832 
(317) 872-7307 
(305) 229-5177 
Encore! Cinema & Sound, Inc. (800) 362-6730 
ETA (800) 382-1560 
Evolution Audio & Video (818) 879-1312 
(305) 891-6121 
(310) 274-9393 
(707) 575-1225 
(707) 542-1510 
(510) 283-7251 
(612) 894-3161 
(301) 340-6120 
(914) 997-1831 
(415) 367-7100 
(805) 523-3005 
(305) 781-1557 
(415) 461-3553 
(213) 655-8860 
(800) 628-0627 
(708) 403-2500 
(212) 924-8600 
(317) 844-1103 


Alta Buena Stereo Designs 
Ambrosia Audio & Video 
Architectural Electronics™ 

Audio & Video Specialists, Inc. 
Better Sounds, Inc. 

Bradford Wells & Associates 
Busch Home Theater 

Dream Palaces 

Dream Systems, Inc. 

Electronic Home Consultants, Inc. 


First Impressions, Inc. 

Future Home 

Hollywood North 

HomeTech 

Mike Wood 

Pat Bradley's Video Calibrations 
Perfect Vision Tuneup 


Performance Imaging 


Phoenix Systems 

Precision Audio/Video 

Prestige Audio Video 

Projection Systems, Inc. 

Russell McMurtray 

Savant Audio 

Sound & Vision Home Entertainment 

Sound By Singer Ltd. 

Sound Productions 

Total Media Systems (516) 424-5957 

Woodbridge Stereo/Video (908) 636-7777 
For ISF training call (407) 997-9073 
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most others can’t-even if the condi- 
tions include being crushed by a Killer 
Kowolski look-alike. a 
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On the far left are RCA input jacks for 
Line 2. 

APC or Adaptive Picture Control is 
intended to improve the deck’s record- 
ing and playback capabilities. It auto- 





matically adjusts the VCR to the | 


condition of the video heads and tape, 
slightly delaying the start of a recording. 


| I tested just how much APC slows 


down this interval and found it takes 
about five seconds longer to get up to 
speed from a full stop with the feature 
switched on. From stop to record took 
about eight seconds with APC. With- 
out APC, it took about three seconds. 


| But shifting from pause/record mode to 


record in APC took only one second. 
So when you need to get going quickly, 
you can defeat this startup lag by setting 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| the deck to record/pause mode; the | 


CABLE TV 


DESCRAMBLERS 
Best Prices in the U.S.A.! 
CUE Te-lajcci-rem com lola. 


WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE! 


Jerrold, Scientific Atlanta 
Pioneer, FTB-3, SA3 
The Newest & the Latest 
TVT-3K - Jerrold Impulse & 
Starcom series 
SA3-DFA - Scientific Atlantas 
incl. 8536, 8536+, 8580, 
Drop-field 
PN-3A - Pioneer systems 
Panasonic TZPC145G 99 Ch Converters 
Zentek XL2100 99 Channel Converters 


30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
FAST SHIPMENTS & FREE CATALOG 


1-800-772-6244 


M-F: 9-6 EST 
U.S. Cable TV, Inc. Dept.:KVM114 
4100 N. Powerline Rd, Bldg. F-4 Pompano Beach FL 33073 
NO FLORIDA SALES! 
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| Sony SLV-920HF remote 
pales ——— difficult to navi- 


APC will analyze 


the tape and 
heads while wait- 
ing to com- 


mence. The rear 
panel has VHF 
and UHF con- 
nectors for RF 
(antenna/ cable), 
the cable box 
mouse control 
jack, and a con- 
trol-S input jack, 
in addition to a 
set of RCA audio 
and video in/out 
jacks. 

The remote 
control has a lot 
of features, but I 


didn’t find them 





gate. The remote includes a shuttle, 
VCR Plus controls, eject, a high-speed 
rewind button and _ still/slow/frame 
advance functions that facilitate edit- 
ing. The main playback controls—play, 
pause, stop, record, volume, channel 
selector and search buttons—were all 
within easy reach of my thumb. 

I was impressed with the accuracy of 


| the audio/video insert edit function. It 


was frame-accurate most of the time. 
There was a slight vertical bob at the in 
point, but this is normal and it was less 
pronounced than most of the VCRs 
we've tested. When the A/V-in point 
was examined closely, it was clean. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that 


the SLV-920HF is at the top of its class. 


| Technical editor Lancelot Braithwaite 


felt the SLV-920HF had a much 


| smoother picture than most decks in 


this category, and was impressed by its 
steadiness in pause mode. Both Brent 
Butterworth and myself felt its WHS 
picture quality was much more pleasing 
than Panasonic’s PV-S4380 S-VHS 
deck, which we tend to use as a bench- 
mark VCR and which is better than 
most. Though it has a sharp image, the 
PV-S4380 seems more grainy and 
unnatural in VHS mode. The SLV- 
920HF also has better color—the 
4380's color was a bit oversaturated in 
the film clips we used for A/B testing. 
Audio reproduction was also very good, 
virtually indistinguishable from the 
Panasonic, which we rated as very good 
to excellent. 

The new VCR got me thinking about 
the trade-in value of my first Sony. The 
SLV-920HF should outperform most 
other comparable decks. It is a simple- 
to-use, cable-friendly VCR that 
includes some great features and the 
ability to produce clean, accurate edits 
with excellent picture and audio. 
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ability to produce clean, ac-curate edits 
with excellent picture and audio repro- 
duction. makes it easy to look up any- 
thing you want to learn about. 

Using Reference Recordings’ A Video 
Standard laserdisc, I set black level 
(brightness) and white level (contrast), 
and adjusted the color and tint controls 
to the correct settings, achieving a 
much better picture than the set exhib- 
ited straight out of the box. The con- 
vergence pattern on the disc showed 
the set was overscanning by approxi- 
mately five percent, which is excellent 
for a consumer set. The set includes a 
flesh correction circuit, which if 
engaged changes all shades of red to 
fleshtone. Do not use this circuit if you 
want the best picture. 

As is typical of consumer TVs, the 
factory presets produce an extremely 
blue-gray scale. Using a Philips color 
analyzer, I measured color temperatures 


| between 9,600 and 10,000 degrees 








Kelvin from the 
lowest signal levels 
to the highest. 

The picture 
looked good at this 
setting, but I decid- 
ed to improve it by 
recalibrating it. As 
a professional home 
theater installer, I’m 
trained and equip- 
ped to perform the 
procedure myself; 
but it will cost a 
consumer a couple 
of hundred dollars. 

Unfortunately, I 
was unable to get a 
perfect gray scale 
—when I adjusted 
the top of the scale to 6,500 degrees 
Kelvin (the NTSC standard), the mid- 
dle and bottom were thrown way off. I 
compromised by setting the top end at 
9,200 degrees Kelvin, the middle 
between 7,400 and 7,800, and the bot- 
tom at 8,200. This achieved a closer 
approximation of correct color. The 
coarseness of the control adjustments 
and the unusually high interaction 
between the controls makes the set 


PHILIPS 





Philips TV remote 








tough to work with. I spent more than a 
hour on what should have been a 20- 
minute procedure. Had | spent another 
couple of hours, I probably could have 
achieved better calibration, but that 
couple of hours would be expensive if 
you're paying a technician. 

I watched a Mitsubishi test disc and 
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, both 
of which have plenty of action and 
motion scenes, to spot motion problems 
in the line doubler. I was surprised at 
how good the Matchline’s line doubler 
is-good stand-alone line doublers start 
at $3,500. I found it much better than 
the doubler in the ProScan set, which 
exhibits motion artifacts and produces a 
soft picture. 

I then compared the Matchline with 
a calibrated ProScan PS27152 27-inch 
set used as a color reference at Video 
Magazine. The ProScan trounces the 
Matchline in brightness; the ProScan 
still looks good even at high brightness 
and contrast settings. Properly set up, 
the Philips set produces only nine foot- 
lamberts of light, while the ProScan 
puts out about 30 footlamberts, the 
norm for a good direct-view set. (Movie 
screens usually reflect about 11 foot- 


lamberts.) The Matchline should be 








TV screens are NOT simulated. 
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The original Video TitleMaker made 
high-quality titles affordable. Now, 
Video TitleMaker 2000 adds 
more fonts, improved video quality, 
and terrific new features. 


92 font/size combinations. 
Over a Million Colors! 
Easy page access. 

24 special effects. 
18-language capability. 
8000 character memory. 


Advanced, multi-directional 
scroll and crawl. 


Easy-to-use full keyboard. 


Call 1-800-338-EDIT for the name of 
your nearest dealer or authorized mail 
order house. 


Ask about our “MovieMaking” and “Tips & Tricks” 
seminars. All Videonics products now carry a 2-year 
limited warranty. 


Mf VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing Company 
1370 Dell Avenue Campbell, CA * 95008 © 408-866-8300 


©1994 Videonics, Inc. Subject to change without notice. Videonics logo and Videonics 
Video TitleMaker are registered trademarks of Videonics, Inc. 
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4 MILLION 
SATISFIED 


SATELLITE TV 
CUSTOMERS 


INCLUDING 


EVERY MAJOR NETWORK, 


EVERY CABLE 
SYSTEM IN AMERICA, 
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL, 

a 
THE NBA, 
THE NHL 


AND 


THE CIA. 

















used in low ambient light to get the 
most out of it. 

The Matchline’s tiny, hinged front 
stereo speakers and five-inch woofer 
sound tinny and bodiless, among the 
worst I’ve heard from a big-screen TV. 
The surround sound is where the good- 
ies lie. The set has internal amps for 
rear speakers, with the highly touted 
PMI/Analog Devices Pro-Logic chip 
handling decoding duties. I found no 
fault in the steering, even during Indi- 
ana Jones and the Last Crusade, a disc 
with ample surround-sound challenges. 
The set also has matrix, hall and stadi- 
um. surround settings. I recommend 
adding a good multichannel amp, a 
decent set of speakers and a powered 
subwoofer, all connected to the set’s 
surround outputs. You'll get high-quali- 
ty surround sound without a separate 
decoder. So the speakers probably rate a 
one; the electronics, a four or five. 

Back to my original question: Is this 
set worth $6,000? While I don’t think 
it’s for everyone, I believe it would be a 
good choice for anyone with a mini- 
mum of space looking to build a quality 
home theater. It could also be perfect 
for people with lots of letterboxed 
laserdiscs. I’m a little disappointed that 











They've all got the FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 
installed - and there’s no reason why you 
shouldn't too. The quality and reliability of the 
FULL-VIEW SYSTEM has stood the test of time. 
Over the years we’ve installed over 4 million 
systems. So we know what we're doing. 

And we know what we’re talking about 
when we tell you that the FULL-VIEW SYSTEM is 
the best way to get the most in TV viewing. Over 
350 channels can be beamed directly to your 
home each and every day. You can choose from 
Family Shows, Premier Sporting Events, Award 
Winning Films, Classic Movies and much more. 








ASK ABOUT 
THE FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 








.. the one that 
dishes up 
everything. 
FREE CATALOG 
800-318-3474 


NBO Name Brands Only’ 
== Satellite TV/Home Theater Catalog 
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1,000's of 
MIDI Songs 
on Disks 


In our new Buyer's 


Guide you will see: 


$ MIDI Songs 
S Music Software for PC & Mac 
5 Sound Cards 
$ MIDI Keyboards 
S$ Speakers 
S Featuring: 
‘Roland Sound! \ 


Use your computer 
with music for: 


S Entertainment 
$ Education 
S Business 
S Presentations 
For your Free Buyer's Guide, Call: 


1-800-380-2580 
= DIROtE 


"Desktop Music Presentation Products... Direct to you!" 
Edirol Corp. 3rd Floor 1201-4 Ave. S. Seattle, WA 98134 
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I couldn't get it calibrated properly, but 
given that the picture is pleasing and 
that it has a good Pro-Logic decoder 
and can double as a computer monitor, 
the price no longer strikes me as outra- 
geous, as it did at first. For videophiles 


living in tight spaces, the Matchline is | 


definitely worth a look. E 


A/V PROCESSOR 


continued from page 34 


enhancements the THX mode adds. 
The PAV has several additional sur- 
round modes as well, and here Madrigal 
has wisely avoided the kind of fake 


reverb and delay-soaked ambience | 


modes so beloved by Cheez-Wiz eaters. 
The PAV’s stereo surround mode 
derives the left-minus-right signal from 
the stereo music signal and sends it to 
the surround speakers—and that’s all it 
does. For purist playback of stereo 
music recordings, there’s a bypass mode 


that shuts down all the surround cir- | 





cuitry and simply lets the PAV act as a | 


stereo preamp. 


The PAV’s full-function-and-then- | 


some remote control is unlike any I’ve 
seen bundled with a surround processor. 
Instead of the usual hand-held black 
wand with a jillion identical black but- 
tons, the PAV’s learning remote is more 
like a small PC keyboard you hold with 
both hands, with the buttons laid out in 
logical, two-thumbed positions that 
make it obvious that Madrigal actually 
tried this thing before okaying it. 
Besides sound quality, the PAV 
deserves special mention for its incredi- 
ble ease of setup. This is one area that 
even the best manufacturers of sur- 


round processors haven’t addressed | 
nearly as well. The PAV is so easy to set | 


up, I was able to get it running with all 


the speaker levels perfectly calibrated in | 


under five minutes, without getting up 
from my seat. With the PAV’s onscreen 
menus and channel level setting from 
the remote, all you need is a $32 Radio 


Shack sound pressure level meter to | 


calibrate your system in no time flat. 
The PAV’s sound is as good as it gets, 
and how! It joins that select group of 
two (ADA’s $3,000 SSD-66THX and 
Fosgate’s $2,799 Model 3A) in offering 
the very best sound quality among the 


many surround processors I’ve audi- | 


tioned. Because the PAV is based | 


around the same Analog Devices 
decoder chip as the ADA, I expected 
the PAV to share the ADA’s ultra- 
smooth, laid-back sonic character, but 
the two units couldn’t sound less alike. 
In fact, the PAV sounds a lot more like 
































the upfront and gutsy Fosgate than the 
ADA. The sound of the PAV is dynam- 
ic and bold, with an extremely powerful 
and tight low end and effortless dynam- 
ics across the range. While very clean 
and open, the PAV’s highs are a bit 
more closed in and slightly less detailed 
| than the Fosgate Model 3A when both 
processors are set for straight Pro-Logic. 
| But where the PAV really shines is in 
| its lack of grain and grit through the 
midrange. Well-recorded dialog, like 
Martin Sheen’s spoken voiceovers for 
the Apocalypse Now laserdisc, really 
showed up the PAV’s ultra-clean 
midrange. The outstanding clarity of 
the PAV is not subtle compared to the 
majority of surround processors, even 
some of the best-regarded units. 

Until the PAV, my vote for the best 
| sounding surround processor on the 
market has been the Fosgate Model 3A. 
So which processor did I like better? It 
depended on the situation, because 
each unit has its own unique set of 
strengths. When it came to straight 
Pro-Logic decoding, it was pretty much 
a toss-up between the two. Switching to 
THX mode, the race remained neck’n- 
neck. Only when I switched the Fosgate 
to its proprietary 70mm surround mode 





did I have a clear preference for the 3A 
over the PAV for movie sound. The 
70mm mode is Fosgate’s own approach 
to decoding Dolby Stereo soundtracks, 
and its faster logic steering and wider- 
bandwidth surround channel give it a 
more focused and detailed soundfield, 
making it my preferred mode when lis- 
tening to Dolby Stereo-encoded audio 
from laserdiscs, tapes or broadcasts.. 

The PAV, however, came out ahead 
when it came to straight stereo music 
playback. Even though both processors 
have a stereo bypass mode, the PAV’s 
sounded cleaner and more natural. The 
3A sounds good in straight stereo, but 
not quite as good as the PAV. If you’re 
building a dedicated home theater and 
don’t plan on using it for critical audio- 
phile music listening, the Fosgate Mod- 
el 3A-especially in 70mm mode-is still 
my first choice for a surround processor. 
But if you want a single audiophile- 
grade system that’s uncompromised 
when it comes to movie and music 
sound, my nod goes to the PAV. 

I was really knocked out by the PAV. 
It’s obvious a lot of thought went into 
this product. Madrigal deserves to be 
proud of its first foray into home theater 
hardware. At $4,200, it isn’t cheap, but 





unlike most audio/video products that 
cost this much, this time it’s worth 
every penny. . 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


TEGRGHPS 


Save your money 


On most modern VCRs, the tape does- 
n't touch the video heads while rewind- 
ing. Don’t bother buying a separate 
videotape rewinder. It’s redundant: the 
VCR can rewind tapes just fine without 
wearing out the heads. 
Andrew Fernandez 
La Grange Highlands, Illinois 


Remote finders 


A good way to find remote controls 
inthe dark is to affix glow-in-the-dark 
stickers onto them. You can buy these 
stickers at most craft or department 
stores. 

Matt Shook 


Madison, Alabama 








Super Sale 


Sima SPM-9 
Rapid Charger/Discharger 


For All 6 Volt Sony, Canon, 
Sharp/Panasonic/JVC, RCA/ 


§ SONY 8mm 1500 mah... 
CANON 8mm 2000 mah.. 


PANASONIC PBS50 Orig. PAN 
PANASONIC PB80/88 Orig.PAN... 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah 


PALMCORDER 2000 mah... 
JVC GR-C9 Type C..... 
SHARP BT 21/22............. 

SHARP BT 70/80 2400 mah... 
RCA/HITACHI 8 mm 2400 mah............39. 








RAPID CHARGERS 


=|) CAMCORDER CHARGER/DISCHARGER 


6V, 7.2V, 9.6V runs from 

house or auto. 

1 hr. time for Sony, Canon, 

Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 

& most other brands 

Charges 1 battery $44 
Charges 2 batteries $69 


NEW External Power pac+ 


5 to 7 hours of recording time. 


Powerpac+ includes: 
=6volt @ 10 amps 
sealed lead acid battery. 
=Heavy duty pouch and belt. 
#A charger for charging at home / 
(optional charging cord for car). 
=An adaptor of your choice. 
=12 volt @ 7 amps $95 $85 


BATTERY TECH, INC. 


28-25 215TH PLACE, BAYSIDE, N.Y. 11360 # FAX:718-631-5117 


800-442-4275 
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Hitachi $1 9 


AMERICAN 
EXPRESS 
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Ken Crane’s Is The Largest 
Laser Disc Mail Order 
Retailer In The U.S. 


We Stock 
Every Title! 


+ Fastest Availability On New Titles! 

* Most Orders Shipped Same Day! 

* 20% Discount On All Titles! 

* Free 2nd Day Air UPS Shipping 
In The Continental U.S.A. 

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, 
AMEX, Checks, And C.O.D. 

* $1.50 Handling Charge 
Per Order Shipped. 


NOW SAVE 


Suggested Retail On 
* Every Pre-Ordered 
New Release 
¢ Every Title In Stock 
¢ Every Back-Order 
From October 1st, 1994 
Through January 31st, 1995 
Includes FREE 
2nd Day Air Shipping 
Titles must ship between 
these dates So Order Early 


PHONE US AT... 
1-800-624-3078 
1-800-626-1768 


(In California) 


1-714-892-8369 


(Fax Number) 
For A Free Catalog 
Write Or Visit 
Our SuperStore 


Ken Crane’s LaserDisc 
15251 Beach Blvd. 
Westminster, CA 92683 
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HOME THEATER 
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bass instruments and soundtrack explo- 
sions; there was none of the bass that 
can be felt. The sound of the cubes 
remained very smooth off axis to the 
side, but treble diminished rapidly the 
slightest bit above or below the axis, 
marring intelligibility. I recommend 
aiming the satellites at your listening 
position if they’re placed high or low. 

As I was listening to the system, | 
happened upon a passage of tuba music 
that excited a resonance in the satel- 
lites. One note in particular caused the 
cube array to let out a wail of its own. 
To make sure it wasn’t an isolated prob- 
lem, I swapped the cube with some of 
the other satellites, and they, too, 
| howled. I avoided the all-tuba station, 
| and the resonance did not make itself 
evident otherwise. Detail was good 
overall. 

The remote control selects the 
source, controls the CD player, adjusts 





| the oyster and surround volumes, and 


WASTING 
MONEY!!! 


PIONEER : 


inniversary. 


“CABLE, TV ace 


ASK ABOUT a ster 
2 BiWE BEOGCKER! *** 
S16] NC] ANSTS) to @) al ad =i 





WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 


NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 
* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY ! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 


* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 
PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 


NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING. 
WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 
UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 
SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT. 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS INC. 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 


CALL 1-718-229-2358 
FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE- SINCE 1975 
“ct FOR ORDERS ONLY ** 
1-800-GO-CABLE 


20-04 UTOPIA PARKWAY SUITE 236 WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM.THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVA 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS 
CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 
WILL BE DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT. 
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chooses the speaker mode from stereo, 
three-speaker (I/c/r) or full five-speaker 
options. That’s it. There’s no test tone 
and no control over individual speaker 
levels or delay time. Surround decoding 
is either on or off. The VideoStage 
decoder mixes surround-channel sound 
into the front left and right channels, 
and the surround level up/down but- 
tons act as a fader, balancing ambience 
sounds between the front and rear 
speakers. I found it an effective design. 

The surround channel seemed to 
have more treble than the Pro-Logic 
system, which rolls off the highs at 7 
kHz, making for an improvement in my 
opinion. VideoStage kept pace with the 
Pro-Logic on 
movies. On stereo material, it bested 
Pro-Logic, which weights the center 
channel too heavily, and joins the ranks 
of Fosgate/Audionics, Rotel and 
Yamaha in providing a subtle surround 
mode free of unnecessary reverb. 





surround-encoded | 


One shortcoming was the way the | 
decoder mixed midrange dialog chan- | 
nel components into the left and right | 
speakers. Bose’s motive was to create a | 
phantom center image in midscreen to | 
help anchor the sound of a center | 


speaker above or below the screen. But 


| this is hardly a problem with the direct- 


view sets for which this system is best 
suited. Besides, sound/picture disconti- 
nuity is more of a problem horizontally 
than vertically; for viewers sitting off- 
center, this design tends to draw dialog 
off the side of the screen. At times, it 
also gave a wider sound to what should 
have been hard mono sounds. 


I didn’t miss independent control of | 


the speaker level or delay, for the most 
part, but oddly shaped rooms would 
probably benefit from more control. As 
usual, the factors that make a system 
easy to use also make it less flexible. 
While onscreen display is largely 
unnecessary in the Lifestyle 12, I would 
have liked some graphical or numerical 
indication of the surround-level setting, 
since formats and programs vary in sur- 
round level. 

I compared the Lifestyle 12 to my 
own Pro-Logic system, the main speak- 
ers of which cost $2,000 alone. It was 
no contest. However, some systems 
using receivers and bookshelf speakers 
would also represent tough competition 
for the same money. For example, five 
Paradigm ‘Titans, including three 
shielded models, would total $530. A 
similarly powered Yamaha A/V receiver 
featuring comparable music modes 
would run $500 to $750, and a single- 
CD player with the programming fea- 
tures the music center lacks would be 
well under $200. Three Titans up front, 
putting out solid bass down to 60 Hz, 
would probably keep pace with the 
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Acoustimass module, and still leave 
plenty of cash for a subwoofer that real- 
ly could be placed anywhere. 

But Bose has the right idea. It uses 
five identical speakers that are flexible 
thanks to the twin-cube design. The 
VideoStage decoder is an effective, 
intriguing alternative to Pro-Logic, the 
RF remote is a winner and all the pieces 
fit into one 60-pound box. Even the 
bookshelf-sized Titans would be too big 
and black for some. And for them, 
Bose’s Lifestyle 12 home theater system 
might be just the ticket. a 
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contains software for both IBM and 
Amiga computers. I installed the Amiga 
version, almost without a hitch. The 
one thing I foolishly overlooked, 
although the instructions make it quite 
clear, is that besides plugging into the 
computer slot, the board must also be 
connected to the computer’s serial port. 
The entire installation took less than an 
hour. 

Once installed, the control screen is 
quite intuitive, at least for anyone who 
has been around video signals for a 
while. Besides affecting the signal’s tim- 
ing, the TBC also provides a host of so- 
called “proc amp” controls. (These get 
their name from the analog processing 
amplifier, which existed in broadcast 
video for many years before the digital 
revolution.) There are slider adjust- 
ments for video level, chroma satura- 
tion, etc. For color correction, an excel- 
lent three-axis graph with red, green 
and blue vectors pops up on the screen. 
You can move the pointer from the cen- 
ter and observe the tint changes on the 
output. 

You can store 10 sets of picture 
adjustments in memory for instant 
recall. Suppose you're editing a dialog 
between two people, cutting between 
two different close-up shots and a wide 
shot, and each needs its own set of 
adjustments. As you edit, you can 
instantly jump to the settings needed 
for each. 

The card has both S-video and 
composite video inputs and outputs. 
An “advanced sync” output connection 
is provided for use with industrial edit- 
ing VCRs costing upwards of $2,500. 
The only sacrifice you make using the 
TBC with a VCR that does not have an 
advance sync input is that there’s a 
greater likelihood that the TBC will 


occasionally need to skip a frame, sub- 


stituting a portion of a frame stored in 
memory, to “catch up” with the tape. A 
genlock input allows the TBC to syn- 
chronize with another TBC (as needed 
for A/B-roll editing), or any other video 
source. 


MULTIGENERATION TESTING 
Sure, it’s fun to play around with 
color correction, but what about when 
you're editing good video that was prop- 
erly exposed, and doesn’t need any par- 





ticular adjustment? Are you better off | 


passing it through a TBC, with all the 
proc amp adjustments left at normal? 
To see just how much difference a TBC 
could make in the picture quality, I 
made two sets of copies of copies of the 
same video sequence, including a reso- 
lution test pattern. 

The second generation copies were 
not much different. The TBC did add a 
wee bit of noise, visible in the black 
areas of the picture. By the third gener- 

















THE VIDEO EDITING & PRO 


800-323-2325 


CTION EXPERTS | 


Now Toll Free 
in Canada 


10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


SUNPAK 
MEMORY-FREE 


NiCad Battery 
with 3 stage LED 
Unlike 
conventional 
rechargeable 
NiCad batteries, 
the new Sunpak 
RB-80UL is 
RB-8OUL Memory-Free. This 
ultra-high capacity (2700 mAh) 
battery provides up to 2.5 hours of 


AP200W 








°® 





SUNPAK 


VIDEO 
TRIPOD 


The new SLIK 
U8000 features a 
modern design, 
titanium finish 
and ultra- 
smooth fluid 
head. The 
sturdy 3 part U8000 
telescopic legs & gear drive, positive 








running time on today’s most 
popular 8mm and VHS-C 
camcorders. Plus, it’s compatible 
with your camcorder's charger and 
will provide up to 5 times the 
number or recharges of other so- 
called no memory batteries. 
Comes with LIFETIME WARRANTY 


hea 


:REG *69" 





Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head 
Mount your camcorder on Sunpak's 
pan head, place on tripod & get in the 
action with everyone else! Infra-red 
signal controls pan & tilt plus lens 
zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, 
Hitachi & Canon camcorders. 


Powered by 6v battery § 00 
(not included). 149 


Optional 20’ remote sensor cord*L9*> 





elevation center column extend to a 
maximum height of 59". The space 
age lightweight design yields a total 
weight of only 3.25 Ibs! Add to this 
the patented dual purpose quick 
release that works with both 
camcorders & 35mm 
cameras, & you have the $49°5 
best value ever for a tripod! 


U8000 with SLIK custom tripod case 
gs 


The Ultimate Editing System! Rated #1 By Our Techs! 


JXSV55 


Over the past ten years we have helped 
thousands of people get started in video 
editing. One system that is easy to hook- 
up, compatible with all formats, and 
praised time and time again is the JVC 


JXSV55 & JXT88. 


JVC JXSV55 
JVC JXT88 
Deluxe Cable Kit 


“hook-up guide & how-to manual” 6.95 


3M Black Watch 4410 Tape 


NC T-shirt 


JXT88 


399.00 
249,00 
29.95 


9.95 


What makes this a great editing system? 


¢ Color character generator-add titles and scroll credits 
in 8 different colors and 4 type sizes 

e Audio mixer- add music and/or narration 

* Special effects generator- fade and wipe to color 
backgrounds between scenes 

¢ S-VHS/ Hi8 Color processor- correct poor lighting 
situations or improper white balance 

© Video enhancement-make clearer copies 


3M B L AC K WATC H 5 Because Memories Were Meant to Last Forever! 


When 3M set out to design & manufacture 3M Black Watch Tape it created 
more than just a tape-it created a time capsule worthy of storing your fondest 
memories. This video tape is so advanced that it is better than professional 
broadcast quality. Why settle for anything less? 

Available in all formats * Call for info & pricing! 
3M Black Watch is not the least expensive tape, ... it is the best!!! 
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FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 


The one that Dishes Up Everything! 





See over 1,000 Sporting 
Events on 25 Sports Channels 
Every Month! 


FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 


The one that Dishes Up Everything! 





Awesome Surround Sound on 
Movies ¢ Sports * Networks 


FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 


The one that Dishes Up Everything! 


¢ 8 HBO/ Cinemax Channels 
¢ 5 Showtime / TMC Channels 
e 5 Adult Channels 


(plus 2 Disney Channels and Classic, 
Pay-Per-View and Children's Channels) 


FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 


The one that Dishes Up Everything! 





NBC « CBS e« ABC « FOX 
All Three Time Zones! 


FULL-VIEW SYSTEM 


The one that Dishes Up Everything! 





Over 200 FREE TV and Radio 
Channels 


Complete System, All Electronics 
with Descrambler 


$29. 


CAII for FREE Catalog 
800-318-3474 


» ‘Name Brands Only’ 
== Satellite TV/Home Theater Catalog 
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ation, however, the TBC copies were 
emerging as superior. With the fifth- 
and sixth-generation copies, the TBC 
versions looked better, especially when 
a straight vertical line appeared in the 
picture. Circles (on our test pattern) 
took on a grotesque out-of-shape dis- 
tortion in the non-TBC copies, but 
looked perfect in the TBC copies. 

I made my most interesting discov- 
ery when I experimented to find out 
what would happen if a TBC was 
applied after making repeated copies 
without the TBC. This may at first 
sound absurd, but it’s exactly what hap- 
pens if you edit your videos at home 
without a TBC, then send them off to a 
professional dubbing facility to make 
copies, where they probably have a 
TBC in the signal chain. 

Playing the non-TBC fifth-genera- 


tion copy through the TBC produced | 


worse results than anything I had previ- 
ously seen, considerably worse than the 
sixth-generation copy made without 


any help from the TBC. The problems 


with this no-TBC-until-the-last-step 


video occurred around the edges of 
straight lines, which took on a random- 
ly changing staggered quality. The cir- 


cles did look slightly more circular, but | 





Attention VIDEO MAGAZINE readers 
ONLY. Mention this Ad and get a 20% 
discount off the Suggested Retail Price on: 
¢ Jurassic Park (THX®, WS CAV or CLV) 
¢ Schindler’s List (THX®, WS) 
¢ The Flintstones (THX®, WS) 
The Paper (WS) 


¢ S.I. Swimsuit ‘94 (Uncensored) 

¢ The Fugitive (WS) 

¢ The Pelican Brief (WS) 

¢ The Three Tenors (Dodger Stadium) 

¢ Pioneer LaserKaraoke Christmas Songs 
(Volumes 1 & 2) 


Limit: 2 discs per title * Offer expires 12/31/94 


If none of these titles grab YOU... 
Call for our FREE monthly catalog 





Free Membership & Monthly Catalog! 

Every Title Available, including Karaoke! 

Every title discounted up to 40%! 

Free UPS ground shipping! Open 7 days a week! 
Department V114 


: 1 (800) 801-DISC(3472) 


7S FAN CLUB FAX (310) 952-3000 
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the tradeoff hardly seemed worth it. 

It would appear that the accumulat- 
ed drift of the uncorrected video timing 
requires the TBC to create a bigger, 
more noticeable change in the image, 


and that beyond a certain point, these | 
changes make the image look worse, | 


though the timing may be more stable. 
The conclusion for low-budget produc- 


ers is that you shouldn’t think of the | 


TBC as a clean-up device which can 
simply be inserted at the end of the 
whole video editing process. It is clearly 
advantageous to have the TBC in the 
signal chain every step of the way. 

The TBC is not a miracle worker, 


however. The only thing it really fixes is _| 
the timing of the video signal. A lot | 
more can deteriorate. In the camera | 
original resolution test pattern, hori- | 


zontal resolution of over 300 lines was 
apparent. But by the third generation, 
that had dropped to 250, and it was 
down under 200 by the sixth. 

The only way to eliminate all the 
problems of generation loss is with digi- 
tal (nonlinear) video editing. But even 
with the advent of this new technology, 


there will still be an important role for | 


| the TBC, as most nonlinear systems | 


work much better if the original tape | 


signal is first passed through a TBC 
before recording on hard disk. So the 
TBC is increasingly becoming a must- 
have accessory for the semi-pro cam- 


corder enthusiast. a | 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 





Push n’ pop 
On many VCRs, if you push the rewind 


button and then the eject button | 


almost immediately afterwards, the tape 

will finish rewinding and then eject 
itself automatically. 

Andrew Fernandez 

La Grange Highlands, Illinois 


Calling all tipsters 


Do you know something we don’t about | 


VCRs, TVs, camcorders and the like? 
We'll share it with our readers as a Tech 
Tip, and give you credit and a $25 
bounty for each one we publish. Tips 


should be informative and to the point. | 


Please include your name, address and 


phone number. Send tips to Video | 
Magazine, 460 West 34 Street, New 


York, NY 10001. You can also send tips 


via CompuServe to 75147,1255 or by | 
fax to 212-947-6500. The fax is open | 


for readers after 5 p.m., EST, weekdays, 
and all day on weekends. a 

















(and you don’t even have to buy our cables!) 


It's true: XLO Electric Company's popularly-priced XLO/VDO™ brand cables for home entertainment™ are so much 
better than what your system probably now uses that, once you learn about them, we think you'll want to own them. 


That's why, if you fill out the coupon printed below, take it to any authorized XLO/VDO dealer, and ask him to tell you 
about XLO/VDO, the best and only complete line of cables for every audio, video, and Home Theatre application, we'll 
have him take five bucks off the purchase price of anything af all that you buy from hin—regardless of what it is, or 
what brand it may be. We'll even pay him to do you the courtesy. (Check out the fine print in the coupon, below.) 


If XLO/VDO weren't really "The Best in the World," do you think we could afford to make this offer? 


| Yes, I want $5.00 Free! | 


Visit your authorized 
XL0/VDO dealer today! 


I'm going to complete this coupon, take it to my authorized XLO/VDO 
dealer, ask about new XLO/VDO cables, and get $5.00 off anything at all 
that | buy from him, no matter what it is or what brand it may be! 











Name 
7nLO/VDO 
XLO Electric Company, Inc. Telephone 


9480 Utica Street, Suite 612, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 
Phone (909) 466-0382, FAX (909) 466-3662 


Mr. Dealer, XLO Electric Co., Inc. promises to pay you $5.00 plus 50 cents handling for each completed 
coupon that you send us. Coupons are subject to check for validity. Only one coupon may be redeemed 
‘ce customer. Offer is not valid outside the continental United States, and expires December 31, 1994. 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| Address | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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BY TIMOTHY LIEBE 


down to its competitors last 
year with the introduction of 
the ViewCam line of LCD 
camcorders has been picked 
up. These camcorders, which 
either replace or augment the 
traditional eyepiece viewfinder with a 
| large color LCD monitor, have proven | 








he gauntlet that Sharp threw | 





so popular that Sony and JVC have 
jumped into the market, and Sharp has 
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Snap Decision: Sony's 
8mm Handycam Snap, a 
fo-frills “guilty pleasure.” 
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READY, SET: GENE COLEMAN; H400U: DAN WAGNER 























updated its mod- 
els. Panasonic has 
introduced an 
LCD camcorder 
in Japan, but it’s 
not yet available 
here. 

Given the 
number of LCD 
camcorders now 
on the market— 
and their widely 
varying configu- 
rations—we deci- 
ded that a face- 
off between the 
models was in order. The LCD cam- 
corders we tested were two 8mm mod- 
els from Sony, the $1,200 CCD-SC5 
Handycam Snap and the $999 CCD- 
FX730V; and Sharp’s $1,195 8mm VL- 
E36U ViewCam and $2,199 Hi8 VL- 
H400U. We also tested JVC’s $1,099 
GR-SV1U_ SystemMax, which is the 
only VHS-C LCD camcorder available 
in the U.S. (see “LCDs and VHS-C-A 
Good Match’). 

Because each of these camcorders 
has an LCD screen and a tiny speaker, 
they let you watch your videos immedi- 
ately after you shoot them, without 
hooking up an external monitor. They 
also work as travel TVCRs, so you can 
watch tapes dubbed from VHS or other 
sources. But the best thing about these 
LCD camcorders is that they’re fun to 
shoot with. Subjects find them less 
intimidating, and frequently want to 
take a turn shooting. The Sharp and 
JVC models even have screen-reversal 
modes, so you can point the camera at 
yourself, and watch as you shoot. 

We compared each camcorder in 
five areas: picture quality, audio quality, 
autofocus, battery life and features 
(including ergonomics). Participating in 
the shootout were myself, technical edi- 
tor Lancelot Braithwaite, senior editor 
Brent Butterworth, assistant editor 
Stewart Applegath and editorial intern 
Janeen Renaghan. 


HOW WE DID IT 


Since picture quality is the most 
important factor to most consumers, we 
devised a series of tests to gauge image 
resolution, color accuracy, chromi- 
nance noise, luminance noise, and how 





well the camcorders maintained 
proper white balance, exposure 
and focus under various lighting 
conditions. With each camcorder, 
we shot a resolution chart and 


Different Strokes: 
Sharp’s VL-H400U (left) 
and VL-E36U ViewCams, 
Hi8 with a 4-inch screen 
or 8mm with a 3-inch 
screen. 








color bars under halogen lighting 
with a color temperature of 3,000 
degrees Kelvin, then shot a still-life 
sequence set up to challenge each cam- 
corder with a variety of common “video 
problems” (i.e., black spots against red- 
dish-orange, thin blue stripes against 
white) under incandescent light, fluo- 
rescent light and daylight. We then 
viewed all the sequences on a calibrat- 
ed ProScan PS27152 monitor, switch- 
ing between the camcorders in a dou- 
ble-blind tes-we didn’t know which 
camcorder each image was coming 
from, and noted our initial impressions 
based on the switcher number. We used 





Fuji tape for all the camcorders. 

Our audio tests were conducted in 
Video Magazine’s acoustically treated 
home theater room (a moderately dead, 
5,500-cubic-foot space with a calculat- 
ed reverberation time of 0.8 seconds). 
We tested the camcorder microphones 
for overall sound quality, evenness of 
frequency response, and noise leakage 
from the zoom, autofocus and tape 
transport motors. In each case, we had 
a subject appear in the frame suddenly, 
both speaking and silent; we zoomed in 
and out—again, while speaking and 
while silent; we recorded two cuts of 





Ready, Set, Go: Video Magazine viewing panel readies the LCD camcorders for testing. 
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FAGE-OFF 


LoDs & 
Vit-C: 
A Good 
Match? 


Pe eccccccecscceseseeesrcsseeeses 




















JVC’s GR-SV1U SystemMax is being touted not just for 
its use of VHS-C, but also for two features: Message 
Mode, which allows you to record and play video mes- 
sages, and QwikPix, which records five-second sequences 
for rapid-fire cutting. Message Mode also allows you to 
monitor your own image being recorded. But neither fea- 
ture is innovative. All Sharp’s ViewCams can virtually 
duplicate Message Mode, and QwikPix duplicates the Hi8 
VL-H400U’s “snap” (digital still) feature. In addition, the 
SystemMax includes a fixed-focus lens, a 3x (4-12mm) 
zoom, autoexposure, auto white balance, video/audio 
input/output jacks, a three-inch LCD monitor with an 
on/off switch, and an optical viewfinder. 

None of the panelists in our face- 
off (see main story) found the Sys- 
temMax enjoyable to shoot with. “It’s 
uncomfortable to hold, and easy to 
stick your fingers in the way of the lens 
when you use the zoom controls—or 
even when you're simply shooting,” 
said Stewart Applegath. The other 
panelists concurred. I found it annoy- 
ing that the only indicator on the LCD 
screen is a battery dying graphic. All 
other indicators, even the all-impor- 
tant record indicator, are either in the 
optical viewfinder and/or in a tiny LCD 
" display clumsily placed on the top 
| where, if you swing the LCD screen up 
for shooting, you'll only be able to read 
the indicators with difficulty. 

In picture quality, the SystemMax 
| paled compared to the other cam- 
corders. Lancelot Braithwaite noted 
“chrominance noise indoors and out- 
doors, along with overexposure of the 
outdoor test sequence. Brent 
Butterworth added that “the image 
looked washed-out, except outdoors 
where the colors were oversaturated, 
like Technicolor on_ steroids.” | 
observed pronounced color ghosting in our 
still-lifes under all lighting conditions; for 
example, dark blue bled into a nearby field 
of brown in one image. The sound fared no 
better. The mic produced the same sense of 
exaggerated room tone we heard with the 
Handycam Snap, and its frequency response 
was limited, especially on the low end. The 








Swing Shift: 

JVC’s VHS-C 
SystemMax in shoot- 
ing (top) and play- 
back positions. The 
screen pivots up for 
use as a viewfinder. 


eeccccecceesesccce 





Sys-temMax also had a noisy zoom motor 
that could be heard whenever buttons were pressed. 
Combining VHS-C’s ease of use with a big viewfinder 
is a great idea and the SystemMax is the only VHS-format 
camcorder with an LCD viewfinder. But we can’t recom- 
mend it. It’s neither as enjoyable nor as easy to use as other 
LCD models, picture and sound are sub-par, and its fea- 
tures don't distinguish it enough to compensate. -IL 





music played from high-quality speak- 
ers and electronics to test frequency 
response; and finally, we recorded a 
brief conversation at both six feet and 
10 feet to gauge how well “room 
tone’”—the natural reverberance and 
noise of the room—was balanced against 
normal speaking. 

Autofocus quality was judged by 
panning between two cards, one at six 
feet, one at 30 feet. The nearer card was 


a medium-contrast target—a Kodak 18- | 


percent gray card with thin and thick 
black lines. The far target was a black 
card on a white wall. We performed the 
test in both standard room light (350 
lux) and low light (30 lux). 

We tested battery life by recording a 
test scene continuously with fully- 
charged batteries until the batteries 
died out, then noting the tape time 
elapsed. If a camcorder’s LCD could be 
shut off, we performed the test twice: 
once with the LCD, once without. 
Ergonomics and features were judged 
by having all participants shoot with 
the camcorders, then write down their 
impressions. 


PICTURE QUALITY 

Surprisingly, the only Hi8 model in 
the lot, Sharp’s VL-H400U, wasn’t the 
winner in overall picture quality. As 
Brent Butterworth observed, “It’s at 
best average for Hi8, with too much 
noise, somewhat low resolution, and so- 
so color accuracy...I’d rather have accu- 
rate color and low noise.” Lance 
Braithwaite and Stewart Applegath 
concurred, preferring the pictures of 
Sharp's less-expensive 8mm VL-E36U 
and Sony’s 8mm FX730V. I alone 
thought the Hi8 ViewCam’s picture the 
best, although I expected better than 
360 lines of resolution and fair-to-mid- 
dling color from a Hi8 camcorder cost- 
ing over $2,000. 

Brent and Lance both preferred the 
picture quality of the FX730V, with 
Stewart, Janeen and myself leaning 
more toward Sharp’s 8mm ViewCam. 
Lance praised the Sony for its low noise, 
color accuracy and sharpness, even 
under low-light conditions. While 
Brent concurred, he added that the pic- 
ture looked “ever so slightly washed 
out.” I also thought the FX730V’s color 


accuracy was better than the 8mm 











50 VIDEO NOVEMBER 1994 


DAN WAGNER 














Screen Door: 
Side views of 8mm 
Sony’s CCD-FX730V 
shows how LCD screen 
swings away for use as 
a monitor. 


Sharp’s, although its horizontal resolu- 
tion (between 230 and 240 lines on the 
resolution chart) was about 10 lines 
less, although this is admittedly an infi- 
nitesimal difference. 

Everyone concurred that the Snap’s 
picture wasn’t in the same league as 
those of the other 8mm camcorders. As 
Brent pointed out, “It’s very grainy, and 
the auto exposure system seems primi- 
tive—it hasn’t a clue how to handle sun- 
light. The color accuracy is pretty good, 
though.” Stewart commented, “The 
fixed focus caused some problems in the 
picture test,” while Lance remarked on 
the luminance noise outdoors as well as 
indoors, even though he agreed that 
the color was good. 

While there’s no consensus among 
our panelists as to which camcorder 
had the best picture, we all agreed that 
you could get a good picture with either 
the Sony FX730V or one of the 


ViewCams, and that while the Snap’s 











picture wasn’t great, it was adequate for 
day-to-day shooting. 


AUDIO QUALITY 

Despite the fact that Sharp’s Hi8 
ViewCam is the only stereo camcorder 
of the lot, its audio quality under real- 
world conditions is not significantly 
better than that of its 
less-expensive _ sibling. 
The zoom noise on the 
H400U_ is’ especially 
apparent, and can even 
be heard to some extent 
while a subject is talk- 
ing—another disappoint- 
ment for a_ high-end 
model like this. Its fre- 
quency response is only 
fair, and its ability to 
record natural-sounding 
conversation is also not 








REMOTE CONTROL 
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-) 
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as good as one would 
hope from a_ high-end 
model with a stereo mic. 
The E36U, on the other 
hand, has very good 
audio quality from its 
mono mic, and has the 
added benefit of barely 
noticeable zoom noise, 
even in total silence. Its 
frequency response was 
nearly as good as that of 





Helpful Extras: 

A supplied sun hood for 
Sony’s Snap and an optional 
one for JVC’s SystemMax 
(top), and supplied remotes 
for Sharp’s VL-H400U and 
Sony’s CCD-FX730V and Snap. 

















the Hi8 ViewCam, and it created a con- 
vincing sense of room tone during 
recorded conversations. 

The Snap recorded far too much 
room tone during each phase of the 
test, making the videos sound echoey 
and amateurish. Its auto level control 
tended to overcompensate (resulting in 
some distortion) for casual conversa- 
tion at 10 feet. It recorded an obnox- 
ious click when the telephoto adapter 
was engaged (there was also a visible 
switching of lenses). 

But the worst aural offender was 
Sony’s FX730V, which generated noti- 
ceable tape transport noise throughout 
the audio test. These noises could be 
heard during all the tests, even out- 
doors on a windy day. There were also 
slight but discernable zoom and autofo- 
cus noises. Under these conditions, it 
was hard to judge how it handled either 
the music we used for frequency 
response tests, or how it handled room 
tone during casual conversation. 





AUTOFOCUS 
Of the camcorders we tested, only 
three-the two ViewCams and Sony’s 
FX730-have any form of autofocus. 
The Snap uses a fixed-focus lens, which 
explains why its “zooming” capability is 
continued on page 88 
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BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 











Are you overlooking video's best big-picture 
machines for your home theater? 


uppose that the members of a 
wine-tasting club drank 
nothing but Boone’s Farm? 
What would you think? Or if 
a self-proclaimed sports-car 
enthusiast who drove noth- 
ing but four-doors? Or if the 
office fashion plate shopped only at 
Target? You'd think there’s a big gap 
between ambition and reality, that 
maybe it’s time for these people to get 
serious. 


Most video enthusiasts fall into the 
same trap. They stick with readily avail- 
able direct-view and rear-projection 
big-screen TVs, ignoring the best video 
monitor technology available today. 
front projection—even though it often 
carries only a very small price premium. 








THE CASE 





Front projectors offer the best big- 
screen video picture you can get. But 
while they’re an everyday sight in 
offices and sports bars, they’ve only 
made their way into a handful of 
homes. 

It’s time for that to change. With 
HDTV on the horizon, with home the- 
ater growing in popularity, and with 
computers and multimedia becoming a 
part of everyday life, the advanced dis- 
play technology in front projectors 


Zenith’s $3,500 Pro851X 


makes more sense than ever. But get- 
ting into front projection takes a lot 
more thought than simply laying down 
the plastic at Circuit City and heading 
home to wait for the delivery. In this 
article, we'll tell you why you should 
consider front projection, and examine 


Page gh 
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the special demands it places on you 
and your living room. We'll also take a 
look at some of this year’s most inter- 
esting projectors, as seen at June’s Los 
Angeles INFOCOMM show, which 
included a huge shootout of all types of 
front projectors. And we'll give you a 
peek at some of the new projection 
technologies that hold promise for the 
future. 


FRONT-PROJECTION BASICS 
Front projectors are those that pro- 

ject an image onto a separate screen— 

tor this reason, they’re sometimes called 


two-piece projectors. There are two | 


common types of front projectors: cath- 
ode-ray tube (CRT) and liquid-crystal 
display (LCD). There’s also the light- 
valve, which is currently limited to 
large commercial installations (see 
“Light-Valves & Micro-mirrors”). 

CRT projectors use three picture 
tubes, one each for red, green and blue. 
The three tubes must be precisely 
aligned, or converged. Otherwise, 
objects in the picture will have fringes 
of one or two of the primary colors, and 
the picture will appear unfocused. 
There are two types of convergence: 
dynamic and static. Static convergence 
lets you adjust the convergence in the 
center of the screen using crosshairs 
(you’ve probably noticed this in rear- 
projection TVs). That gets the center 
in fine, but may leave the edges out of 
whack. 

Dynamic 


convergence allows 


adjustment across the entire screen. 
































Most CRT projectors include a couple 
dozen dynamic convergence controls. 
But it’s a job best left to professionals— 
it usually takes about two hours and lots 
of patience. To me, it’s like trueing bike 
wheels, because adjusting one thing 
usually throws off another. And it needs 
to be done about once a year (every six 
months if you're picky), because set- 
tings drift over time. 

LCD projectors, on the other hand, 
require no convergence and only a very 
simple setup procedure. Just point the 
projector at the screen, zoom the lens 
so that the images fills the screen, focus 
the image and you're done. It’s easier 
than programming a VCR. Because of 
this simplicity, LCD projectors are gen- 
erally considered the wave of the 
future. 

An LCD projector uses a bright 
bulb as a light source, funneling its light 
through either one or three LCD pan- 
els. Because the panels are fixed in 
place, convergence is permanent 
(although not always perfect). Single- 
panel LCD projectors, like the tiny, 
$800 Sony CPJ-7, simply blast the light 











Great Graphics: 
Sony’s VPH-1271Q 


through a single color 
LCD panel. But better, 
brighter projectors split 
the light into red, green 
and blue components 
through the use of 
dichroic mirrors. They 
use a separate, mono- 
chromatic LCD panel 
for each color, then 
recombine the three 
and project the light out through the 
lens. 
All LCD projectors suffer from two 
problems, to greater or lesser degrees. 
One is a lack of contrast. CRT projec- 
tors can shut off their light output 


But because 
LCD panels are 
not completely 
opaque to the 
light blasting 
through them, 
it’s harder for 
them to drop to 
a dead black. 
Also, LCD pan- 
els are made up 
of distinct pic- 
ture elements, 
or pixels, and 
the pixel struc- 
ture is usually 
apparent to _ 








entirely, dropping to a nice, clean black. 





The difference lies in the projectors’ 
horizontal scan rates—the number of 
times per second the projector traces a 
horizontal line across the screen. The 
higher the horizontal scan rate, the 
more picture resolution the projector 
can show. 

Most home theaters use video- 
grade projectors, which typically offer 
only the 15.75-kilohertz scan rate used 
by our NTSC video system. With prices 
ranging from about $2,000 to $8,000, 
video-grade projectors are fairly afford- 
able, and they give you a much bigger 
picture than you'll get with a rear-pro- 
jection set. 

The problem with video-grade pro- 
jectors is that they blow up NTSC pic- 





some degree. 

Whether they’re LCD or CRT; pro- 
jectors fall into three classes: video 
grade, data grade and graphics grade. 


JEGTOR 


tures to a size far larger than the cre- 
ators of the system ever intended. The 
result is that the horizontal scan lines 
are very visible. Some viewers don’t 








NOVEMBER 1994 VIDEO 53 





| 


























PROJEGTION 


light 
Valves & 
Micro- 
Mirrors 


SP eecceccecessces 





Front-projection video may be poised for a revolution. Two 
technolgies—one proven in the field, one still on the 
drawing board—could well steal a big share of the front- 
projection market from the dominant CRT and LCD 
technologies. 

The first is technology light valves. Light valves have 
been around for years—you may have noticed GE's gigan- 
tic Talaria light-valve projectors in sports arenas or the 
sports-book areas in Vegas casinos. A light-valve projector 
is like a souped-up, three-panel LCD projector. It uses 
three small CRTs to create images on liquid-crystal panels. 
Light from a xenon arc lamp (split into red, green and blue 
beams) passes through the LCD panels. Sometimes it’s set 
straight out from the panels through a lens, sometimes the 
light is recombined and sent out through a single lens. 
Light-valve projectors can put out amazingly bright, sharp 
and large pictures. 
At INFOCOMM, 
light-valve projec- 
tors from Ampro, 
Barco as well as 
Hughes/JVC (fed 
by a line doubler) 
lit up huge, the- 
ater-size screens 
with filmlike vid- 
eo. If I didn’t 
know better, I’d 
have thought I 
was in a movie 
theater. 





Power Projection: 
Hughes/JVC’s Series = 
300 ILA 

light-valve projector. 


Recently, light valves have come down in price—the least 
expensive model I’ve seen, Ampro’s 7000D, lists for “only” 
$47,490. Hughes/JVC has made a big splash with its pro- 
jectors, which cost from $50,000 to more than $100,000, 
but it’s planning a consumer version for 1995 that will cost 


eenecsccesess 


: The 


mind them, others can’t stand them. 
The solution is a line doubler. This 
doubles the apparent resolution of an 
NTSC frame by displaying both of the 
fields that make up that frame simulta- 
neously, rather than one after the other. 
Unfortunately, because line doublers 
double the scanning lines, they can only 
be used with projectors capable of twice 
the NTSC scan rate, or 31.5 kHz. 
Such projectors are called data- 
grade models. They’re also capable of 
displaying computer images, and will be 
able to faithfully reproduce HDTV 
images when HDTV broadcasts and 
source devices are available. They start 
at about $10,000. If this seems expen- 
sive, consider that the currently fash- 
ionable rig for high-end home theater is 
two data-grade projectors, stacked and 
converged together for extra brightness. 
Graphics-grade projectors are 
essentially souped-up data-grade mod- 
els, capable of scan rates of 60 kHz or 








between $2,500 and $3,000. 
other 


breakthrough is from Texas 


more. A few years ago, graphics-grade 
projectors were rare, but they’re becom- 
ing increasingly common as_ the 
demands of computer graphics rise. 
Even though they start at about 
$30,000, a few graphics-grade models 
have found their way into very high- 
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end home theaters. 

Front projectors have always skirted 
the line between professional and con- 
sumer products. The Federal 
Communications Commission, howev- 
er, draws a sharp line between the two 
applications. It lumps projectors into 
two classes: commercial (Class A) and 
home (Class B). While it’s technically 
illegal for Class A projectors to be sold 
to consumers, industry insiders tell me 
they frequently make their way into 
home theaters anyway. 

Either way, you can’t just waltz into 
a department store and score a new 
projector. You have two choices: Use a 
custom home theater installer (your 
best bet), or try a local pro A/V dealer. 


WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT 
FRONT PROJECTION? 

Two things: First, the picture’s big- 
ger. Any decent front projector can give 
you an image measuring at least six feet 
diagonally; many run to 10 feet or 
more. And there’s no arguing with the 
fact that a bigger picture gives you a 
more theatrical effect—treal home the- 
ater, instead of just a big TV. 

Second, the picture can look better 
than direct-view pictures. Some theo- 
rize that because a front video projector 
directs light onto a screen, like a film 
projector, the look is more film-like. 
Some argue that because CRT projec- 
tors use separate tubes for each color, 
the manufacturers don’t have to worry 
about how well the phosphors can co- 
exist—the phosphors are in separate 
tubes. Some say that because CRT pro- 
jectors don’t use phosphor stripes or 































Pocket Projector: 
Son’y CPJ-7 LCD projector 
fits in a camcorder bag. 


up high-end speakers without | besides. Long-throw LCD projectors 
worrying about the effect of | like Vidikron’s Crystal One are the eas- 
having a big box between them. If | iest—just set them up on a high shelf in 
you don’t like the look of a box hang- | the back of the room. 
ing from the ceiling, your installer 
can put in a lift that will pull the | WHAT’S HOT 
projector up into the ceiling, out of The best place to see front projec- 
sight, when it’s not used. tors on display is at the INFOCOMM 
You can set up a projector | show, held each summer for 
on a small table, but it’ll probably | audio/video professionals. (Next year’s 
get in the way of your center speaker, | exhibit will run from June 15 to 17 in 





and will take up valuable floor space Continued to p.94 

; os cacmnne 
dots as direct-view sets do, they’re There’s lot of om Te mak- 
capable of sharper pictures and higher creel ers, so consumers have lots of options. The most conve- 


nient type of screen pulls down from the ceiling, or lowers 
electronically. Many, however, are fixed on a wall. Curved 
screens were popular in the early days of front-projection, 
when every ounce of brightness was needed, but are now 
out of favor. 

One interesting trend in screens is motorized masking 
for different aspect ratios, as found in many movie the- 
aters. Draper offers a cool system operated by an infrared 
remote that can mask vertically or horizontally. A masking 
system combined with Draper’s 100-inch Eclipse screen 
costs about $1,500. 

Some other companies have concentrated on creating 
screens that meet THX specifications for sonic trans- 
parency. The advantage of such a screen is that it lets you 
put your center speaker (or all three front speakers) 
behind the screen. Uni-Screen offered the first THX-certi 
fied screen, and a 
version by Stewart 
Filmscreen should 
be out by the time 
you read this. The 
screens use tiny 
perforations to let 
the high frequen- 
cies move through 
(lower frequencies 
get through on 
their own). 

Make sure your 
installer doesn’t go 
overboard when 
specifying screen 
gain, which is the 
amount of light 
reflected back by 
the screen. Video 
monitor maven Joe Kane (see last month’s “Home 
Theater”) usually recommends a screen with a gain of 1.3, 
like the Stewart Filmscreen StudioTek 130. Screens with a 
gain of more than 1.5 give you more brightness, but fre- 


resolution. 


I say a CRT front projector can look Choices: 
a 


| great because a technician comes to 

| your home and calibrates it. With | fi dl 
direct-view and rear-projection sets, IX 3 

you're stuck with factory calibration 


(usually done in a matter of mintues) Curved 
5 


that often worsens during shipping. 


| 
| CAN YOU DEAL WITH IT? Motored 

Front projection sets can be difficult | 
to live with. The big problem is that you tt More 
need a totally dark room, or the picture 
will wash out—no more lazy Sundays 
basking in the sun coming through the 
living-room windows as you watch the 
Broncos cream the Cowboys. One solu- 
tion is to place an inexpensive direct- 
view set behind the projection screen, 
and only lower the screen when you 
want the big picture. 

There’s also a problem with user- 
friendliness. Almost all projectors are 
| video monitors only, not 
| monitor/receivers. In other words, 
there’s no tuner—and no picture-in- 
picture, no sleep timer, no favorite- 
channel programming. There’s usually | 
not even a speaker! Zenith and 
Vidikron have made a few projectors 
with all the creature comforts of your 
typical Trinitron, but in the vast major- 
ity of cases, you'll have to supply the 
tuner (or use the tuner in your VCR) 
and the sound system. And figuring out 
how to get all this stuff up and running Max Mattos: 
may be beyond many family members. The intgnsed 

Once past these concerns, front | eae 


é ave bi d | masking on this 
projectors have a big advantage over Draper Eclipse screen 
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other TVs: They take up very little f 

2 pemits automatic “ : Vy i | ] 
room. The best way to mount them is aspect ratio a ently poe hot ae 2 oe Meh eee “ 
on the ceiling, where they’re complete- aciusbnent the center of the picture. They can also give the picture an 


unnatural sheen. __ BB 
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ly out of the way. This also lets you set 
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BY KEN KORMAN 





Star Power: 
Spielberg 
and Raptor, a 
dinosaur that 
could take 
direction. 






How an A-Team 


of F/X artists 
created the hi-tech 
breakthroughs 


that gave ‘Jurassic 
Park’ bite. 


rom the mythic creations of 
special effects pioneer Ray Har- 
ryhausen to the nuclear night- 
mare of Godzilla, prehistoric 
beasts have served Hollywood 
well as primal objects of awe 
and terror. A big fan of these and other 
Saturday matinee horror classics, direc- 
tor Stephen Spielberg knew just what 
he had to do when he signed on to di- 
rect the movie version of Michael 
Crichton’s novel Jurassic Park. “He 
wanted the dinosaurs to behave as ani- 
mals, not monsters,” explains Phil Tip- 
pett, the man who became the king of | 
stop-motion animation when Harry- 
hausen retired, and one of the four mas- 
ters of special effects Spielberg hired to 
conjure Jurassic magic. “He didn’t want 
it to degenerate into a monster movie.” 
Sounds simple. But after years of 
creating memorable creatures for block- 
busters like E.T:: The Extra-Terrestrial 
and Close Encounters of the Third Kind, 
Spielberg knew how difficult the task 
would be. Still, the director only seem- 
ed interested in the project if he could 
bring dinosaurs to life as no filmmaker 
had done before. To pull it off, he as- 
sembled an A-team of the best and the 
brightest in special effects, and pushed 
them to reinvent their own technolo- 
gies. It was a risky proposition. “We had 
no idea this was going to work at all,” 
says Tippett, who had won an Oscar for 
his work on Return of the Jedi. But the 
results, especially now that Jurassic Park | 
is available for frame-by-frame scrutiny 
on videocassette and laserdisc, speak 
for themselves. 
Spielberg’s four effects wizards, each 
a master in his own area of specializa- 
tion, collaborated for three years on 
Jurassic Park, assisted by private teams 
of F/X veterans. In a joint interview 
with Video Magazine, the four talked 
about how they devised the pioneering 
effects for the film, displaying as they 
talked a deep respect for one another as 
well as the spirited sense of rivalry that 
helped them raise the technological 
ante for movie creatures. The group 
consisted of: 
e Stan Winston, who had started as 
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a makeup effects artist before graduat- 
ing to large-scale mechanical creations 
for movies like Aliens and Terminator 2: 
Judgement Day. 

e Dennis Muren, who serves as ef- 
fects supervisor for George Lucas’ In- 
dustrial Light and Magic (ILM), the 
company that invented computer-gen- 
erated special effects. 

e Michael Lantieri, who handles 
what are known as physical effects and 
who cut his teeth on the ground-break- 
ing Who Framed Roger Rabbit. 

e Phil Tippett, who originated the 
“go-motion” process, a computerized 
upgrade of traditional stop-motion ani- 
mation. 

Spielberg accepted the Park project 
six months before Crichton’s best-seller 
arrived in stores. He first hired produc- 
tion designer Rick Carter, who had im- 
pressed Spielberg with his work on the 
director’s version of Empire of the Sun 
and his TV series Amazing Stories. 
Carter soon had conceptual illustrators 
and storyboard artists fleshing out ideas 
from galleys of the novel to inspire fur- 
ther interest, and potential funding, 
from Universal Pictures. 

Stan Winston soon joined the fray, 
and assigned one of his best illustrators 
to design a new kind of dinosaur, one 
that reflected the latest paleontological 
findings: the beast should be more nim- 
ble and bird-like than previous movie 


man stars 
Jeff Goldblum 
and Laura Dern 
in a moment 
of awe. 

















dinosaurs, and less like a lumbering 
hulk. “We had a great respect for scien- 
tific fact,” Winston says. “Our wish was 
to create the most dramatically accu- 
rate dinosaurs anyone had ever seen.” 
Michael Lantieri also came into the 
project early to help Spielberg narrow 
down the methods for 
creating the full-size 
creations the director 
had begun to envision. 
The work by Muren’s 
computer graphics 
(CG) team and Tip- 
pett’s stop-motion ani- 
mators was intended 
to merely fill in the 
gaps left by the large 
physical creations that 
would account for the 
bulk of the effects 
work. But this was not 
how things eventually 
turned out. 

Winston’s studio 
was assigned the mam- 
moth task of creating 
life-size dinosaurs that 
could take direction 
from Spielberg as if 








soon went to work on their own to up 
the reality factor. A few clandestine ex- 
periments had staff specialists clamor- 
ing for a bigger share of the effects 
work. The painstaking process of ren- 
dering computer graphics had gradually 
improved, and they thought they could 
do a better job than the stop-motion 
stylists. “Over the years—primarily with 
T2 and Death Becomes Her-our soft- 
ware became much more user-friendly,” 
Muren explains. “And our guys sudden- 





ra. 





they were actors, as 





Reality Check: Raptors mixed computer graphics and rubber-suited actors. 





new ideas occurred to 
Spielberg on the set. This would be 
achieved in a variety of ways, but large- 
ly through puppetry. The idea was to 
mechanically manipulate the creatures 
by rods and wires, or through the hy- 
draulic systems created for larger crea- 
tures like the tyrannosaurus rex. Some 
of the full-body movements for smaller 
animals like the raptors would be han- 
dled by putting a man inside a raptor 
suit. Almost everything else would have 
to be done by stop-motion animation— 
the frame-by-frame manipulation of 
small-scale, physical creations. But this 
traditional technique didn’t really pro- 
duce the realism everyone was seeking 
for Jurassic Park. 

LM’s computer graphics experts 





ly had the experience to get an image 
that closely represents what’s in their 
minds.” 

When Spielberg and the rest of the 
production team finally looked at ILM’s 
private test sequences, they could hard- 
ly believe their eyes. Photo-realistic 
computer-generated images had finally 
arrived. Because the results were more 
realistic than anything achieved 
through stop-motion, the work-load, 
and the film’s budget, was reorganized 
in ILM’s favor. 

Tippett and his 30 stop-motion ani- 
mators were suddenly left out in the 
cold, wondering whether advances in 
computer graphics had overnight 


continued on page 98 
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These days, the makers of S'VHS VCRs 
are taking a calmer, wiser approach to 
selling their high-grade, high-band 
recorders. The format that was once 
ballyhooed as “the next generation in 
video,” a fit rival to the laserdisc in pic- 
ture quality, has never made more than | 
a dent in the home video marketplace. 


| But it has taken the high ground with a 


58 


cadre of feature-packed decks that 
videophiles can overlook only at their 
viewing peril. 

Manufacturers have woken up and 
smelled the coffee. The unrealistic pro- | 
motions that accompanied the format’s 
introduction in 1987 have faded. So | 
too, as some proponents 
acknowledge, have efforts 
to market S-VHS to main- 
stream VCR buyers. Now, 
S-VHS is likelier to be 


Our buying guide 
for 5 VHS VCKs, 
an elite corps in the 
push for high-end 
performance. 


Cece ccccescccceccccscccscsccce 


BY JONATHAN TAKIFF 
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OTOR EvECT 


HOME THEATRE 


too, as a wonderful tool for editing cam- 


corder tapes that will later be copied | 
and sent to friends or relatives. With | 


picture resolution to spare—400 lines 


of horizontal resolution versus the | 
approximately 240 lines typical of stan- | 


dard VHS—dubs made from S-VHS 
masters show little of the generational 
image loss that afflicts conventional 
VHS-to-VHS copying. And of course, 


S-VHS decks do double duty, offering | 
refined reproduction and recording of | 


standard VHS tapes. 


S-VHS sales stubbornly hover at | 


just one to two percent of the 13 mil- 
lion VHS decks sold annually in the 
U.S. Several major 
es tins 
Philips, M 


gnavox, Sam- | 


sung, Sanyo, Sharp and | 
—don’'t even field | 





positioned as the ideal for- 
mat for critical viewers 
who have large TVs and 
high-quality cable or 
satellite-fed programs that 
are worth taping and 
viewing well. 

The format is serving, 
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S anymore, and 
those that do offer only 


Two Supers: RCA’s $749 
VR721HF (above) with 
jog/shuttle buttons, and JVC’s 
BR-S378U (left), which has a 
special effects processor. 
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Sa’! ae She tN de e e (oct iiee x} Bae o he apiece Sees 
| 
| HITACHI VT-S772A $899 Ge Yew Remote Y AW N Y N__ AM, Edit Switch, IR, Magic Door Tape 
Loading, Titler 
JVC HR-S5100 $899 8 N_ Remote Deck Y AW/S/P N N N_ AD,AR, AVL, CS, FMC, HBS, IAS, IE, 
MBEC (Opt), ML, PFB, RT 
JVC HR-S7100 $1,099 8 N _ Remote Both Y  AW/S/P Y NN AD,AR, AVL, CS, FMC, HBS, IAS, IE, IR, 
MBEC, ML, RT 
JVC SR-S360U $1,130 8 N N Both N AWS N N N_ HM,HBS, IE, Opt. Wired Remote 
PROFESSIONAL 
| | JVC BR-S378U $1,285 N Y N Deck N N Y NN CP, Opt. Wired Remote, PRE, 2AVIO, 
| PROFESSIONAL Video On Sound 
| MITSUBISHI HS-U770 $949 N Y — Deck/ Both Y AW N YY AB, Child Lock, CS, DS, ML, PFB, PRE, 
| Rem. (Opt) RC, SBT, Super Quick View 
| | PANASONIC PV-S4480 $1,099 8 Y Deck Both Y AN N YY ADS, Auto Repeat, CS, DMS, DAP, DAT, 
PFB, TBC, 2VCR 
| | PANASONIC AG-1970 $1,850 Opt Y N Deck N  AWS/P Y Y N_ AD,DYC, Edit Switch, ET, HM, Search With 
| PROFESSIONAL Sound, 2AVIO, TBC 
| PANASONIC AG-5700 $1,900" NS YAN N N N N NN __ Auto Repeat, Opt. Wired Remote, RS-232 
PROFESSIONAL Interface 
| RCA VR721HF $749 N N_ Deck Both* Y N Nee Yeh ci eke Blank Search, CS, PC, PFB, 
SONY SLV-R1000 $1,299 N Y — Remote Boh Y AWS N N Y_ CONS, COSH, Command Mode, CS, DMS, 
IE, SYE, TTS 
| ee KEY TO SRE Pee 2 ae Digital vata buttons instead of wheel 
| Y: yes, feature present; N: no, feature absent; Opt: optional. SPECIAL FEATURES. A/B: antenna A/B; AD: audio dub; ADS: auto daylight-savings time change; 
| Al: artificial intelligence for picture enhancement; ASD: auto S detail switch; AVL: A/V component link; BM: book mark search; CONS: control-S input for 
| | editing; COSH: context-sensitive onscreen help; CP: color processor for F/X; CS: commercial skip, intervals vary with brand; DAP: digital auto picture; DAT: 
| digital auto tracking; DMS: dual-mode shuttle controls; DS: date stamp; DYC: digital Y/C separation circuitry; ET: 5-pin editing terminal (for controller, 2nd 
VCR or camcorder); FMC: family message center; HM: headphone monitor terminal with volume control; HBS: Hyper-Bass Sound; IAS: intelligent audio 
switching noise reduction; IE: insert edit; IR: illuminated remote; ML: multilingual (English, French, Spanish) onscreen operating system; MBEC: multibrand 
| random access edit controller; PC: previous channel monitors 2 channels; PFB: power-failure backup, varies with brand; PRE: preroll and record review; 
| RC: record cancel returns to previous edit point; RT: retake, moves tape using shuttle ring during record-pause to edit out segments; SBT: search by time; 
| SEJ: synchro edit jack; SYE: synchro edit with control L for camcorder; 2AVIO: 2 sets A/V and S jacks; 2VCR: synchronized 2-VCR remote for editing; TBC: 
| timebase corrector; TTS: twin tape stabilizer : 





one or two models. “For viewers seeking 
high quality playback of motion pic- 
tures, the laserdisc is taking the place of 


| the high-quality VCR,” sniffs Quasar 
| 


marketing manager Scott Olson, whose 

company gave up on S-VHS two years 
| ago. 
| Things might have turned out dif- 
| ferently had manufacturers followed 
Panasonic’s lead in 1991, when it added 
“Quasi-S-VHS” to all its standard VHS 





decks. The circuit allows VHS decks to 
play S-VHS recordings, albeit with the 
performance characteristics of VHS 
tape. “If other brands had gotten 
behind Quasi-S-VHS, we could have 
built up a base of 30 million S-compat- 
ible VCRs in a few years,” says 
Panasonic’s Bill Mannion, assistant 
general manager of the video division. 
“We'd have solved the chicken-versus- 
egg, hardware-software dilemma. That 





base of decks would have given soft- 
ware manufacturers enough incentive 
to produce titles for the format and for 
retailers to carry it.” 

Unfortunately, other makers de- 
clined to spend the “couple bucks” it 
cost to add Quasi-S-VHS circuits, 
putting Panasonic at a price disadvan- 
tage and forcing the maker by 1993 to 
limit the circuit’s use to “select, high- 
end models.” 
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In fact, the software part of the S- 
VHS equation was never really solved. 
Prerecorded movies and programs for 
S-VHS are virtually non-existent. San 
Francisco’s Super Source Video, sole 
supplier of S-VHS movies to hardware 
makers and the public, is phasing out 
“the last of our inventory” of about 50 
| titles, according to company president 
| Hamilton Bryan. Several VCR makers 
once packed Super Source tapes with 
their decks. But now Bryan is suing the 
last of his clients for breach of contract, 
claiming it abandoned a purchase order 
in mid-deal. Not a pretty picture. 

Blank tape prices are also a sore 
point. Because of special requirements, 
} low demand for the decks and little 
| competition, S-VHS blanks easily cost 


four times as much as conventional T- | 


120 VHS tapes. For _ efficent 
timeshifters, who quickly watch and 
reuse their tapes, the premium prices 
aren’t a problem. But tape duplicators, 
who use masses of blanks and search 
hard for low prices, have turned the 
other reel on S-VHS. And the average 
guy who’s just looking to stockpile 
episodes of his favorite sitcom or sci-fi 
show? He’s just been left out in the 
cold. 


THE GOOD NEWS 





The picture’s not entirely bleak. | 


The format is flourishing in industrial 
and broadcast circles, with heavy-duty 
S-VHS decks (and camcorders) by 
JVC, Panasonic and Sony supplanting 
the venerable U-Matic workhorses at 
prices ranging from $1,100 to $9,400. 
Sanyo also makes a unique pro-quality 
S-VHS_ deck with 
recording capability, which makes it 
great for animation work. 

On the consumer front, savvy shop- 
pers can benefit from the format’s many 
perks. A small, select crew of new fea- 
ture-laden S-VHS models are available, 
as the accompanying chart shows, from 
Hitachi, JVC, Mitsubishi, Panasonic, 
RCA and Sony. They come with sug- 
gested prices as low as $749, for RCA’s 
VR721HE Although we set a ceiling of 
$2,000 for this chart, many models are 
under $1,000, which was once the least 
you could expect to pay, discounted, for 
S-VHS. (Arguably, prices would be 
even lower, if S-VHS decks were to 
begin selling in decent numbers.) If you 
can find them, you'll do even better 
with recently closed-out models like the 
Panasonic PV-S4366, once regularly 
sighted at $599, or the JVC HR-S4900 
and HR-S6900, which are virtually the 
same, save for cosmetics, as the newly 
introduced HR-S5100 and HR-S7100. 

JVC’s introduction of longer playing 


frame-by-frame | 


Upper Decks: 

Sony’s SLV-R1000 includes 
cable box control, while 
Panasonic’s AG-1970 lets 
you search with sound. 


| 
S-VHS tapes (labeled T-210, ST210- 
XZA and STC-40 ) in full and compact 
sizes is also “good news for the format,” 
according to Bill Sims, general manager 
of the company’s video division. The 
ST210-XZA offers three and a half 
hours at the SP speed. The diminutive 
STC-40 tape, running at EP speed, can 
capture two hours of high-band video, 
finally allowing an entire school musi- 
cal, football game or feature film to be 
crammed onto a single compact cas- 
sette, and with higher resolution at EP 
than is possible with SP-recorded con- 
ventional VHS. 

S-VHS backers like Sims also cheer 
the arrival of the small-dish Digital 
Satellite System, which has begun 
pumping dozens of channels of pro- 
grams at 400 lines of resolution around 
the clock. For home timeshifters, only 
S-VHS, Hi8 (or Sony’s virtually faded 
ED-Beta format) can capture DSS 
| entertainment in all its vivid glory. 
| An inadvertent boost to S-VHS 
may come with the next generation of 
digital VCRs. While promising perfect 
dubbing of camcorder tapes, digital 
VCRs are likely to include advanced 
copy protection schemes that will 
impede the taping of pay-TV programs. 
S-VHS, as the best and last of the ana- 
log recorders, may still be able to nab 
shows its “betters” cannot. 

WHAT’S ON BOARD 

Shoppers for S-VHS decks can 
hardly go wrong with any of the models 
now on shelves. Every one is a top-of- 
the-line machine that’s chock full of 
features, including on most models, 
quick-start mechanisms that get the 
system up and running in as little as 0.3 
seconds. Other standard features 
include digital auto tracking, video 
noise reduction, flying erase heads for 
seamless segment splicing and insert 
editing, and a rash of trick-play special 
effects, like variable speed slow motion. 

Most S-VHS decks also offer auto- 
matic operation with record-protected 
cassettes, high-speed rewind, automatic 
head cleaning and real-time counters. 
And all come with multibrand remote | 
controls that handle TV and VCR 
functions, sometimes cable box opera- 
tions and, in the case of RCA’s 
VR721HE a DSS receiver. 


continued on page 108 
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A new reason to We. € brings s the dram _ home ‘theater to your fingertips. 


Crunching footsteps behind you. Laser beams shooting Preprogrammed DSP(Digital Signal Processing) modes 
over your head. Just a typical night at home with Adcom’s such as Concert Hall, Nightclub, Stadium and Five- 
home theater GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier. At Adcom’s Channel Stereo surround, let you create a variety of cus- 
level of critically acclaimed performance it doesn’t just tom-tailored, psychoacoustically correct listening environ- 
» produce surround ments. 
sound. It creates effects These features cou- 
that are out of this ple ideally with the 
world. GTP-600’s advanced, 
The award-winning programmable remote 


GTP-600 and an Adcom which lets you com- 
power amplifier give mand up to eight addi- 





you the control to create a sonic experience that surpasses tional system components for complete home theater 
anything you’ ve ever heard in a movie theater. control. 
Award-winning technology takes Surround yourself now at your Adcom dealer. 
you to the outer limits. Preview the new GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier at your 


Providing switching for up to four video sources authorized Adcom dealer today. But be careful, you might 
VIDEOS. and four audio sources, the GTP-600 gives you want to leave the lights on. 


ean p 7 ‘Dolby” and “Pro Logic” are registered trade marks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation 
the flexibility to customize your audio/video 


| BEST y system for years to come. Composite or ® 
: S-video connections provide a high definition 
“é signal path for maximum video quality. And with 
features like Adcom’s exclusive Cinema Surround 


circuitry and Dolby Pro Logic® decoding, the GTP-600 details you can hear 
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BY SUNNY BAINS 





I’m sorry to have to tell you this, but 
your home videos are flat. It doesn’t 
matter how good your camcorder is, or 
how elaborate your editing suite. It doe- 
sn’t matter that you’ve added dazzling 
graphics or sizzling sound tracks. They 
lack dimension. I’m not making a value 
judgement, just stating a fact. Video has 
no depth. 
At least, so far. 


Down in the basement at the MIT | 


Media Laboratory in Cambridge, Massa- 





Chasing Holovideo: 
moving images on 
a virtual stage. 





devoted the last eight years to giving 
video a degree of depth that has only ex- 
isted in science fiction. They are build- 
ing a real-time, interactive, three- 
dimensional display —a virtual reality 


Drive, He Said: 

Media Lab researcher 
ae 
,amines computer- 
generated video holo- 
gram of a Honda. 


helmets or any other head-mounted 
viewing device. 

Blocks tumble, jugglers juggle and 
miniature lab-coated scientists stare 
back at the viewer, floating in front of 
the system’s final imaging lens, tempting 
you to reach out and touch their laser- 
saturated reds, greens and blues. But 
you can’t. The images only appear to 
dance in real, dimensional space. 

At the Media Lab, they call this 


emerging medium holovideo. ‘“‘Holo- 
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chusetts, a handful of researchers have 


graphic video is the ultimate visual dis- 
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play, it’s that simple,’’ says Mark 
Lucente, a holographer who’s spent 
years trying to simplify the medium’s 
mathematics. “The only way to stimu- 
late the visual cortex more effectively is 
to plug into it electronically.” 

To look at this work is to glimpse a 
tantalizing vision of home video’s future. 
Not the immediate future, but not an 
unreachable one either, nor an unfamil- 
iar one. After all, it’s been in the public 
eye at least since the miniature holo- 
video of Princess Leia, Star Wars’ plucky 
heroine, first pleaded for Luke Sky- 
walker's help back in 1977. Although 
R2D2 broke some of the laws of physics 
to relay Leia’s cry for help, the idea of 
holographic images moving, talking, 
cavorting in fully dimensional space has 
long been the stuff of science fiction. 
But since Star Wars, holographic projec- 
tion has become an increasingly fre- 
quent motif in movies and TV shows, 
including Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion, Superman, Wild Palms and, most re- 
cently, Tek War. 

In fact, people have grown so accus- 
tomed to seeing holographic projections 
on TV shows they sometimes forget the 
technology is still fictitious. Professor 
Stephen Benton, head of the Media 
Lab's holography group, has a lot of ex- 
perience with this. Visitors to the group’s 
fourth floor digs “look at everything 
we've got,” says Benton, referring to a 
collection of flat holographic renderings 
of cars, faces and an Absolut Vodka ad, 
“then ask, Where are the holograms?” 








Apparently, they’re expecting Princess 
Leia. 

Yet while movies were creating an 
impression that video holography was 
just around the corner, researchers were 
ignoring the subject. For years, no one 
even bothered to work on the problem. 
Emmett Leith, who made the first 3-D 
hologram in 1962 with colleague Juris 
Upatnieks, had said it was impossible. 
The technical community so esteemed 
Leith that no one questioned his decla- 
ration until Benton started his holo- 
video project in 1986. 

Two major problems had to be 
solved: how to build a device with 
enough resolution to display a hologram 
in video form, and how to get a holo- 
gram onto the display. For a long time, 
these were formidable, paralyzing diffi- 
culties. 

Looking at a hologram of an object is 
almost exactly like looking at the thing 
itself. Let’s say we’re looking at a small 
model of a Honda. We see the Honda 
because light bounces and scatters off 
planes and curves, sending some into 
our eyes. A hologram is an artificial way 
of producing the same effect. 

The most obvious way to make a ho- 
logram is put the Honda inside a sort of 
holographic camera and photo- 
graphically record the way the Honda 
scatters laser light. But the approach 
presents problems. First, scientists have 
to deal with the issue of image resolu- 
tion. The light-sensitive materials used 
to record holograms have to be hun- 


How Holovideo Works 





dreds of times finer than photographic 
film; their resolution has to be much 
greater. 

Second, the CCD in a holographic 
video camera would need 100 times 
more pixels than ordinary CCDs. Such a 
CCD is not likely to appear anytime 
soon. Even if it does, where would you 
find a monitor with enough resolution to 
display the image? Besides, our holo- 
graphic “video camera” could still only 
shoot in the dark, and with a laser. 
What use in the larger world is a camera 
that can only be used in a laboratory? 

The solution, scientists discovered, 
lies in a less obvious approach. The first 
step is to stop thinking of real-time holo- 
graphy in video terms and, instead, to 
think of it as you would a computer 
graphic. Given the same Honda we’ve 
been looking at, what would its holo- 
graphic pattern look like? High-level 
ray-tracing provides the answer. In ray- 
tracing, the computer moves point by 
point within the volume of an object, 
adding up the physical contributions 
from all the other points. 

At first glance, this might seem even 
more daunting than developing a multi- 
million-pixel CCD. For example, you 
would need a data rate of 371 gigabits/ 
second to perform the calculations for a 
hologram occupying a four- by five-inch 
screen window running at 36 frames/sec- 
ond showing a 3-D scene with 256 gray 
levels. That’s just too much information. 

Fortunately, a lot of the data really 
isn’t necessary. At the Media Lab, Mark 
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Tomorrow’s Reality? Luke Skywalker runs the Princess Leia holovideo in Star Wars. 





Lucente has spent four years trying to 
learn what really matters in hologram 
computations. He and his colleagues, for 
example, decided the first thing to cut 
was vertical parallax information. This 
lets viewers see over and under objects 
as they move up and down. But most 
people only move from side to side when 
they're looking at a display. 

Also, since holograms provide more 
resolution than the eye can see, Lucente 
decided some of this could go too. After 
paring the information content to its es- 
sentials, Lucente found he (and a help- 
ful supercomputer) could work out the 
calculations needed to create a holo- 
gram in less than a second, and transmit 
it at video-compatible rates. This was 
great, if you could find some way to dis- 
play it. 


BUILDING THE HOLOWARE 

A holographic display has to have 
about 16,000 picture elements per inch. 
This is way beyond existing technology, 
at least as we’re used to thinking about 
it—as an array of pixels, each addressed 
electronically. The Media Lab’s uncon- 
ventional solution involves harnessing a 
relatively mature technology —sound, 
which is not normally applied to dis- 
plays. 

The Lab starts with an acousto-optic 
modulator, a small crystal that tempo- 
rarily changes its refractive index as 
sound waves move through it. (If you 
studied physics at school, you may recall 
that the refractive index measures the 
ability to bend and scatter light.) Be- 
cause a hologram is basically a light- 
scattering device, a change in the refrac- 
tive index is all you really need to scatter 
the light to produce the image. 

Researcher Pierre St. Hilaire and his 








Media Lab colleagues designed and built 
a system that turns the holographic data 
Lucente can compute into sound waves. 
The waves are pumped through an 
acousto-optic crystal, which turns it into 
a dynamic hologram by altering its re- 
fractive index. The resolution is still 
coarse, but it’s good enough so that the 
final reduction to the right resolution 
level can be done with a pair of optical 
lenses. 


From this point on, we can think of 


the holovideo system as a kind of movie 
projector. The hologram inside the crys- 
tal is the film, and a laser provides the 
projection or read-out light. Because the 
sound waves are also moving through 
the crystal, the hologram is moving 
too—not the way a moving image 
moves, but by changing its frame of ref- 
erence, like a movie projector with a 
broken shutter. If the light is on all the 
time, you see each frame skip from top 
to bottom, and the image makes no 
sense. To “still” the hologram, scientists 
use a scanner. As the sound waves carry 
the laser beam forward, the scanner 
moves the the laser beam back, so the 
image stays put. Because the data is 
coming in line by line, a second scanner 
performs the vertical positioning. 

The first holovideo image appeared 
on a two-inch square display in 1989. Vi- 
sually, it was only a couple of dots, but it 
was an amazing sight. Benton says even 
the researchers on the project didn’t re- 
ally believe it would work until they saw 
it for themselves. After this break- 
through, the work progressed faster. 
That original, small holovideo system is 
now interactive and can project three 
colors—rich reds, greens and blues. A 
new, bigger display can work with a four- 
by five-inch window. 





REAL VIRTUAL REALITY? 

Most people interested in interac- 
tive, 3-D environments believe they 
have only one option: stereo. But this 
means wearing glasses or goggles, or 
somehow putting your eyes up against a 
pair of screens. If you don’t mind the dis- 
comfort, or that your eyes will be fo- 
cused on a single plane for long times at 
a stretch, which most people do mind, 
all you have to worry about is whether 
you have a decent stock of Dramamine. 
Most people, it turns out, suffer from cy- 
ber-sickness (a sort of sea-sickness) 
when they use stereoptical 3-D systems. 
This may be the only option in 1994, but 
holography is catching up. 

It’s not that holovideo is ready to hit 
the market. Far from it. There are seri- 
ous technical problems still to be defe- 
ated. In particular, researchers are 
having problems moving information to 
the display stage fast enough, and it’s 
not yet possible to interact with holo- 
grams without a time lag. But faster 
computers with larger-bandwidth 
datalinks should make these problems 
go away in the long run. 

When the problems are solved, ho- 
lovideo will have major advantages over 
the competition, simply because looking 
at a hologram is more like looking at the 
real thing. All the depth cues are there. 
In a stereo system with head tracking, 
you only get some of the cues. You get 
binocular disparity, which means that 
each eye sees a different image; occlu- 
sion, which means that objects in the 
foreground obscure those at the rear; 
and you get motion parallax, so that you 
can see different points of view if you 
move your head (which is accompanied 
in stereo media by time lag, nausea and 
headaches). 

Holovideo delivers binocular dis- 
parity, occlusion and motion parallax, 
(minus the time lag), plus two other im- 
portant depth cues: accommodation and 
convergence. Because your eyes and 
brain are, in effect, looking at a real ob- 
ject, they can focus naturally at different 
distances and converge on what inter- 
ests them. In a stereo system, your eyes 
and brain are out of sync. You may think 
you're looking at something near or far, 
but your eyes are always focused on the 
screen, and have to remain parallel. Re- 
searchers believe holovideo will be far 
preferable, when it’s ready. 

But researchers don’t expect to have 

continued on page 66 
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A cheaper alternative 


Rather than buy a little center channel 
speaker to place on top of a big TV set, 
I use the preamp outputs on the back of 
my receiver to let the center channel be 
heard through the speakers already in 
the TV. 
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Andrew Fernandez 
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Elastic reminder 


If you use more than one camcorder 
battery while you are out on location, 
it’s easy to keep track of which ones are 
used and need to be charged. Just put a 
rubber band around ones already used. 
You won't then mistakenly grab a dis- 
charged one. You will also immediately 
know which batteries need to be 
charged. 
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anything to sell for another 10 to 15 
years. Even then, holovideos will prob- 
ably be used for technical purposes: 
medical imaging, architectural draw- 
ings, engineering designs. But in the 
long term, there’s no reason why we 
shouldn’t one day have holographic 
monitors on our desks, displays that 
could be used for interactive movies 
and videogames, holographic phone 
calls, even fantasy environments. (Yes, 
we’re talking Holodeck here, in a mod- 
est way.) 


Perhaps a more interesting question 


is: Where will holovideo images come 


from? Computer graphics are all very | 
well, but what about people? How will | 


we shoot the 3-D movies of the future? 
One possibility may involve robotic 
camera operators. To acquire enough 
information to calculate a holovideo, a 
robot might be needed to run five or 
more holographic video cameras simul- 
taneously. The system would compile 
all the data, including depth informa- 
tion from a built-in range sensor, into a 
three-dimensional computer model, 
the starting point for the holographic 
portion of the calculations. 
Holoconferencing and robot cam- 
era operators may sound far-fetched, 
but most of the needed technology 
already exists, if only in embryonic 
form. And it may be here sooner than 
you think. Just remember that with 
holography, like video, you can only 
look, not touch! B 
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FEATURE FIUMS 


Backbeat 


1994. Stephen Dorff, Sheryl Lee; dir. Ian 
Softly. Surround, cc. (R) 100 min. priced 
for rental. LD $34.95. Polygram. 

A tantalizing peek at the Beatles’ 
early days, Backbeat generates curiously 
little heat, given the mythic potential of 
the material. Capturing the fguture Fab 
Four in their dues-paying Hamburg 
period, circa ’60-’61, when they were 
still a quintet, this earnest drama focues 
on ambitious John Lennon (Hart) and 
best friend Stu Sutcliffe (Dorff), who’s 
torn between playing bass with his 
mates and pursuing a career as a 
painter. Sutcliffe subsequently falls for 
arty German photographer Astrid 
Kirchherr (Lee) and leaves the band as 
they’re on the verge of success, to 
Lennon’s dismay. 

The leads try hard in difficult roles. 
Dorff exudes bohemian charisma as 
Sutcliffe, but Hart can’t transcend the 
caricature of the angry young man. As a 
clichéd exotic chick, Lee must make do 
with knowing smiles and precious dia- 
log. And while Backbeat concentrates 








Backbeat's Fab Five 


Men at Work: Fred Ward (left) and Leslie Nielsen, Naked Gun’s bomber and his bumbling foe. 








on the personal, raising questions about 
Lennon’s sexual orientation, it commits 
one unforgivable musical crime—mini- 
mizing Paul McCartney’s contribution 
to the group. For real thrills, catch the 
electrifying soundtrack, which features 
the Afghan Whigs’ Greg Dulli, Soul 
Asylum’s Dave Pirner and other alter- 
native all-stars blasting through the 
vintage songs by Chuck Berry, Little 
Richard and the like that constituted 
the Beatles’ Hamburg set. —Jon Young 


Naked Gun 33 1/3: 
The Final Insult 


1994. Leslie Nielson, Fred Ward, Anna 
Nicole Smith; dir. Peter Segal. Surround, 
cc. (PG-13) priced for rental. Paramount. 

After two previous Naked Gun 
flicks, plus the Airplane! and Hot Shots! 
series, there’s nothing remotely original 
or surprising about Naked Gun 33 1/3: 
The Final Insult. Amazingly, this latest 
gag-a-thon offers plenty of serious gig- 
gles anyway. Thanks to the return of 
the wonderfully deadpan Leslie Nielsen 
as hapless Lt. Frank Drebin, the usual 
manic formula of cheap shots, parodies 
and low verbal humor works like a well- 
tuned whoopee cushion. 

Having become a househusband 
who wears fuzzy slippers and bakes 
fudge, Drebin is coaxed out of retire- 
ment to apprehend a bomber (Ward) 
and his seductive moll (Smith). Of 
course, the plot simply provides an 
excuse for any joke that can generate a 
laugh, which means everything from 





witty spoofs of The Untouchables, 
Thelma and Louise and White Heat, to 
crude yet hilarious hijinks inside a 
sperm bank. 

In addition to familiar co-stars 
Priscilla Presley, George Kennedy and 
O. J. Simpson (providing no distasteful 
echoes of his real-life situation), good 
sports like Mary Lou Retton, Pia 
Zadora, Elliott Gould, Olympia Dukakis 
and Raquel Welch show up to play 
themselves in a loony Oscar ceremony 
that’s far more entertaining than the 
real thing. 


Crooklyn 








JY | 


1994. Alfre Woodard, Delroy Lindo, | 


Zelda Harris. dir./co-wr. Spike Lee. 
Surround, cc. (PG-13) 114 min. priced 
for rental. LD letterboxed $34.98. 
MCA/Universal. 


The Inkwell 


1994. Larenz Tate, Jada Pinkett. dir. | 
Matty Rich. Surround, cc. (R) 112 min. _ | 
priced for rental. LD letterboxed $39.99. | 


Touchstone. 


Here we have two childhood remi- | 
niscences, from an era of relative inno- | 


cence and abysmal fashion-the ’70s! 
Lee reveals surprising tenderness in 
Crooklyn, a look at a big family in a 
crowded, cozy New York neighborhood. 
Dad (Lindo) would rather make music 
than money, mom’s (Woodard) version 
of tough love has her shouting, “T’ll slap 
the black off you” and little Tory 
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(Harris, in a star-making debut) is the 
bright-eyed little girl who learns how 
fragile her simple pleasures are. A series 
of comic vignettes at first, the film slow- 
ly accumulates story and sentiment, 
culminating in scenes of love and loss 
that reaffirm Lee’s cinematic command. 
Even during occasional slow spots, 
Crooklyn struts to a solid soundtrack of 
soul classics. 

Alas, even the music in The Inkwell 
sounds cheesy. The film, which feels 
longer than it is, explores the black 
community on Martha’s Vineyard. 
Drew (Tate) is a virginal 16-year-old 
who’s still talking to a doll his late 
grandma gave him. In a misguided sub- 
plot, he’s suspected of arson and visits a 
shrink between efforts to meet girls. 

Though billed as a comedy, scenes 
of Porky’s-style slapstick fumble. The 
drama is equally problematic, with 
turgid dialog and lackluster perfor- 
mances from actors who seem to sense 
they’re drowning in a tearjerker. The 
Inkwell plays like a cheap TV movie 
you stumble upon during late-night 
channel surfing. Hit the remote. 

—Marianne Meyer 





Crooklyn Heights: Tory Harris (center) in Spike Lee’s love letter to Brooklyn. 





pressuring him from 8,000 miles away to 
marry. Simon (Lichtenstein), his lover, 
suggests a storefront marriage to Wei- 
Wei (Chin), a Shanghai art student liv- 
ing in one of Wai-Tung’s properties. The 
wedding provides her with a desperate- 
ly-needed green card. But then Wai- 
Tung’s parents come to New York for 
the ceremony. 

From then on, cultures, sexes, lan- 
guages, generations and orientations 
crash into each other like bumper cars 
in hyperdrive. In the wild, vividly 
detailed title celebration and in the the- 
atrical spectacle of too many people 
crowded into one brownstone, director 
Ang Lee demonstrates how a white lie 
can take on a life of its own and how the 
best intentions can run amuck. The 
timing is exquisite, and the players are 
funny, sympathetic and photogenic. The 
Wedding Banquet is bravura filmmaking 
and a terrific comedy. 

—Sol Louis Siegel 


The Accompanist 


1993. Romane Bohringer, Elena 
Safonova; dir. Claude Miller. Surround. 
(PG) 111 min. priced 
for rental. Columbia 
TriStar. 

You'd have to look 
far and wide to find 
a blander protago- 
nist than Sophie 
Vasseur (Bohringer), 
the mousy 20-year- 
old who’s hired by 
charismatic singer 
Irene Brice (Safo- 
nova) in occupied 
France, circa 1942. 
Shy and innocent, 
the pianist soon 
finds herself drawn 
into the privileged 
but morally compro- 
mised world of Irene 





The Wedding Banquet 


1993. Winston Chao, May Chin, Mitchell 
Lichtenstein; dir. Ang Lee. Stereo, subti- 
tled, cc. (R) 108 min. priced for rental. 
FoxVideo. 

The raucously entertaining The 
Wedding Banquet starts simply. Wai- 
Tung (Chao), a Taiwanese immigrant in 
New York, has never admitted his 
homosexuality to his parents, who are 





and her husband- 
manager Charles (Richard Bohringer), 
who accepts Nazi patronage with grow- 
ing misgivings. Vassuer in tow, the 
unhappily married Brices eventually 
flee the Continent to London, where 
Irene pursues a secret romance with 
tragic results. 

But by viewing the Brices and the 
war soley through the eyes of the naive 
Vasseur, The Accompanist generates sur- 
prisingly little dramatic tension. As the 





EDITOR'S CHOICE” 
© 


ken koreman 


Online services, CD-ROMs, the 
Information Superhighway: 1994 
will either be remembered as the 
year interactive multimedia finally 
entered the public consciousness, or 
as a time when empty rhetoric and 
hype flourished as never before. 

While multimedia’s potential is 
huge, its realities are very limited. 
Most interactive discs are slow and 
glitchy, and even the best online ser- 
vices are light on content and heavy 
on merchandise. Where exactly can 
one find this spar- 
kling new world 
of essential infor- 
mation and capti- 
vating entertain- 
ment? Sometimes 
in the most un- 
likely places. The 
most _ satisfying 
multimedia expe- 
riences I’ve had 
in recent months 
have come not as 
I huddled at my computer, but as I 
sat comfortably on my living-room 
couch operating a CD-i player via 
wireless remote control. Introduced 
a few years ago as the first consumer 
multimedia machine, CD-i doesn’t 
get much press anymore, but CD-i 
software has improved to the point 
where few other systems can hold a 
candle to it. A new double-disc set 
called The Smithsonian Presents 
the Downhome Blues/Uptown 
Blues proves the point. 

Downhome Blues/Uptown Blues 
($49.98; Philips Interactive Media, 
800-824-2567) introduces the great 
American musical form through two 
fascinating half-hour documentaries 
consisting solely of photographs and 
narration. In “Blues Basics” sections, 
current artists demonstrate instru- 
mental styles and techniques. Once 
they have whetted your appetite, the 
discs deliver an astounding 74 clas- 
sic audio recordings by artists like 
Muddy Waters and Billie Holiday. 
Whether future multimedia systems 
employ set-top boxes or cranial 
implants, this set will serve as a 
model for interactive content. It’s 
user-friendly, it entertains as it 
informs, and it expands the horizons 
of anyone who seeks it out. Now 
that’s a future worth looking into. 





Pres 


Interactive Blues 
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Surface Tension: Sophie Bohringer as The Accompanist, an innocent in a world of intrigues. 





young woman herself admits, life passes 
her by, giving the narrative a listless, 
detached quality. Achieving a warped 
sort of transcendence, Vasseur responds 
to every situation with the same slack- 
jawed, uncomprehending state, suggest- 
ing a less-colorful forerunner of today’s 
glassy-eyed slackers. JY 


The Paper 


1994. Michael Keaton, Glenn Close, 
Marisa Tomei, Robert Duvall; dir. Ron 
Howard. Surround, cc. (R) 112 min. 
priced for rental. LD  letterboxed. 
MCA/Universal. 

With Hollywood always going for 
the big score, in money or Oscars, 
entertaining dramas like The Paper 
don’t get made much anyore. Here is 
the chaos of a New York tabloid’s news- 
room done to the max. The city editor 
(Keaton) is pressured by impossible 
deadlines, office intrigue and a very 
pregnant wife and former star reporter 
(Tomei), who wants him to take that 
job at that prestigious paper uptown. 
His personal life is actually well-ordered 
compared to those of the editor-in- 
chief (Duvall), who may be dying, and 
the managing editor (Close), who 
storms around trying to keep the paper 
from folding. 





Ron Howard's biggest asset as a 
director has always been his ability to 
field-marshal a lot of characters and 
subplots. The script by brothers David 
and Stephen Keopp is a perfect vehicle. 
It’s loaded with incidents, snappy dia- 
log and characters the stars can sink 
their teeth into. Howard keeps it mov- 
ing at the breakneck pace of a screw- 
ball comedy. He did, however, take the 
time to make sure the picture’s look 
was as detailed and convincing as the 
script. While it isn’t earth-shaking, or 
meant to be, The Paper is a rousing 
piece of professional moviemaking. 


—-SLS 


A Better Tomorrow 


1986. Chow Yun-Fat, Leslie Cheung; dir. 
John Woo. Mono. dubbed. (NR) 90 min. 
priced for rental. Republic. 

Although he had been making films 
for over a decade, it wasn’t until 1986’s 
A Better Tomorrow that John Woo found 
his metier and reinvented the modern 
gangster movie. After three years in 
prison, former Triad counterfeiter Ho 
(Ti Lung) tries to go straight and make 
amends with his unforgiving younger 
brother Kit (Cheung), a cop whose 
career is tarnished by his relation to Ho. 
But when the pressures grows too 











strong, Ho decides to take on his former 
comrades with the help of old friend 
Mark (Yun-Fat), a crippled ex-gunman. 

What makes A Better Tomorrow 
unique is the almost romantic level of 
emotion. Despite spectacular shoot- 
outs, this is really a story of brother- 
hood, a status granted by blood (Ho 
and Kit) or experience (Ho and Mark). 

Unfortunately, Woo’s film is poorly 
served by Republic’s careless video 
release. The “full-frame” transfer leaves 
too much action offscreen, and the 
English dubbing is at the “Look out, it’s 
Godzilla!” level. Anyone truly interest- 
ed in Woo should seek this film from 
one of the mail-order sell-through or 
rental services that stock Chinese 
imports, and accept this only as a last 
resort. —M. Faust 


That’s Entertainment! III 


1994 comp. B&W /color. Gene Kelly, Ann 
Miller, Lena Horne, Cyd Charisse, Mickey 
Rooney; wr./pr./dir. Bud Friedgen, Michael 
J. Sheridan. Surround, some letterboxing, 
cc. (G) 113 min. priced for rental. LD 
$34.95. Collector’s edition $99.98/LD 
$124.98. MGM/UA. 

Studio execs nixed one of Lena 
Horne’s “Cabin in the Sky” numbers 
because it was “too risqué to show a 
black girl in a bubble bath.” Esther 
Williams inherited Johnny Weiss- 
muller’s Tarzan tank for her aquatic 
antics. Mickey Rooney does a mean 
Carmen Miranda impression. 








Whipmaster: Lucille Ball in That's Entertainment! II! 
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These are just some of the musical 
factoids which surface in That’s Enter- 
tainment! III, Leo the Lion’s latest 
clipfest. Despite two earlier forays into 
the vaults there are plenty of gems left, 
albeit accompanied by a clunker or two. 
Unlike Part II, which wandered into 
drama and comedy, III takes a just- 
musicals approach, with more behind- 
the-scenes segments. (See it to believe 
it: The making of Eleanor Powell’s elab- 
orate “Fascinatin’ Rhythm.”) 

My only quibbles: Buffs who are 
abreast of anniversary and laser editions 
will have seen several “rare” outtakes 
before, including “Mr. Monotony” from 
Easter Parade and Singin’ in the Rain's 
“Lucky Star” reprise. And the annoying 
That’s Entertainment tradition—inter- 
rupting a performance for a mon- 
tage—continues. 

Where III one-ups its predecessors 
is in its use of technology. Split-screens 
pit Joan Crawford against Cyd Charisse 
in renditions of “Two-Faced Woman,” 
and convery Fred Astaire’s precision in 
versions of a Belle of New York dance 
that are virtually identical, save for the 
costumes. And a new Astaire-Rogers 
pairing is revealed when the Barkleys of 
Broadway credits are removed. 

Nine hosts glue it all together with 
minimal puffery, and interesting com- 
ments from Lena Horne. 


—April P. Bernard 


Sirens 


1994. Hugh Grant, Elle McPherson; dir. 
John Duigan. Surround, cc. (R) 94 min. 
priced for rental. Miramax. 

Few films have the luxury of a mar- 
ket based almost entirely on the sky- 
rocketing values of Hugh Grant’s win- 
someness and Elle MacPherson’s 
breasts, but the voluminous Q-factor is 
just a lucky coincidence in the case of 
John Duigan’s Sirens. As evidenced by 
his past work (including The Year My 
Voice Broke and Flirting), the Australian 
writer/director is a master of texture, 
and those lured to Sirens by the lyrical 
prospect of a skinny-dipping supermod- 
el are more likely to be pleased by the 
richness of the surrounding company 
than feel cheated by the slightness of 
her role. 

Utilizing the real-life character of 
Australian artist Norman Lindsay, 
Sirens tells the languid tale of a “pro- 
gressive” clergyman sent to persuade 








the artist, gruffly portrayed by Sam 
Neill, to withdraw the more provoca- 
tive pieces from a forthcoming exhibit. 
But flung into the deep end of 
Lindsay’s liberated environment, cler- 
gyman Campion (Grant) and wife 
Estrella (Tara Fitzgerald) find them- 
selves or-chestrating, even particpating 
in, ro-mantic skirmishes between 


Lindsay’s models and the brave locals 
who dare to socialize with them. The 
result is some rather bold-print con- 
sciousness-raising for the couple, but 
the real treat of Sirens is the twisitng 
path that gets them there. 

—John Walker 


Elle a 2 e 


in Sirens 





Woodstock: 25th 
Anniversary CD-ROM 


1994. CD-ROM for Macintosh or MPC. 
$59.95. Time Warner/Opcode Interactive. 

“It’s an even better trip on CD- 
ROM?” reads the promotional materials 
for Woodstock: 25th Anniversary CD- 
ROM, and the producers of this much- 
anticipated disc seem to have taken the 
hippy ethic to heart. Woodstock CD- 
ROM elevates the concept of “light and 
breezy” to new heights with a scatter- 
shot approach that touches on a lot of 
interesting ideas, but never seems to 
focus—they say attention span is the 
first thing to go. 

Included are performances and 
interviews from the new “director’s cut” 
video of the Woodstock feature film, psy- 
chedelic graphics, band bios, excerpts 
from the newspapers of the time and 
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FIRST TIME ON VIDEO THIS OCTOBER! 


Linda Darnell 
Stars In 
(tio Preminger’s 
(ith Century 
Adventure nasi 


~_TINDADARNTLL conquers 
the king (GEORGE SANDERS), 

but she can't have the man 

she really wants (CORNIL WILDE) 
inDarrvi f Zanuck’s “lavish and 
beautilul"(Las Angeles Times) 
[7th century swashbuckler. 


ag 


LOOK FOR ONE OR MORE NEW STUDIO CLASSICS 
ON THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 


membership to the 
FoxVideo Movie Club 
when you purchase any 
Studio Classic. 







































Present at the Creation: Ten Years After 
in a detail from the Woodstock access screen. 





more. But it all feels superficial. The 
“album” sections, for example, only list 
four titles for each artist, leaving out 
many watershed releases as well as 
essential data like the year each record 
was issued. And most of the news sto- 
ries trail off after a couple of paragraphs. 
To its credit, the disc is respectful of the 
music. Seven complete tunes are 
included, and when the disc glitches 
(which is often), it’s the visuals, not the 
sounds, that bog down. So if a splash of 
color and some groovy tunes for your 
computer are what you seek, look no 
further. —Ken Korman 


The Haldeman Diaries: 
Inside the Nixon 
White House 


1994. MPC or Macintosh CD-ROM. 
$69.95. Sony Imagesoft. 

The Haldeman Diaries is an engaging 
new CD-ROM that’s both addictive 
and annoying, at least for this child of 
Watergate. It’s organized into bite-sized 
morsels of information, so to experience 
it you must keep asking for more. 

There’s fascinating material here. 
Haldeman’s narrated home movie clips 
give you a real behind-the-scenes feel- 
ing that’s very different from reading 
text. But there are about 85 of these 
clips-Nixon dancing, on The Today 
Show, etc. Each lasts between 30 and 60 
seconds, but you must keep selecting to 
see them all. I kept wishing for a “play 
all” button. 

Despite this, I kept getting drawn 
back in. Clicking on a clip titled “May 
Day Protest,” I hear Haldeman narrate: 
“This is the May Day demonstration in 





it~ 
ce 
.. 


Washington, where we arrested 
the demonstrators. That’s 
John Ehrlichman at his com- 

mand post on top of the 

Treasury building.” It’s an 

eerie image, for anyone who 

lived through the Vietnam 
era. In another clip, we see 
Henry Kissinger giving an 
informal press conference on 
his patio in San Clemente. 
“Kissinger loved to have press con- 
ferences,” Haldeman says. 

Other elements include still pic- 
tures, Haldeman’s appointment book 
and his unedited diaries. But this CD- 
ROM could benefit from expansion 
—seeing Nixon prepare for a press con- 
ference would be even more interesting 
if we could see part of the press confer- 
ence, for instance. But overall, The 
Diaries is compelling stuff. —Cliff Roth 


LADERDIOCS 


Bob Roberts 
1992. Tim Robbins, Gore Vidal; dir. 
Robbins. Digital surround, cc. (R) 102 
min. side 2 CAV $69.95. Pioneer 
Special Editions. 





Like Michael Moore’s Roger and Me, 
Bob Roberts is a left-of-center movie 
that makes no concessions—and is all 
the funnier for it. Writer and director 
Tim Robbins stars in this mock docu- 
mentary about a Wall Street trader and 
folk singer running for the United 
States Senate. An anti-Bob Dylan 
cloaked in the flag, Roberts’ songs 
champion greed and bigotry while con- 

















demning the have-nots. Yuppie audi- 
ences cheer this self-styled “conserva- 
tive rebel,” ignoring his shady past and 
shadier agenda. 

Robbins comes down hardest on a 
subservient news media that thrives on 
sound bites and buzz words, covering its 
laziness with a mantle of “objectivity.” 
Aided by a parade of guest stars eager to 
lend support, Bob Roberts is wildly 
funny and deadly serious. 

While Pioneer’s Special Edition 
laserdisc will be appreciated by fans of 
the film, it doesn’t offer so much that 
you'll need to trade in your VHS copy. 
Robbins talks about the difficulties of 
low-budget filmmaking in a running 
analog-track commentary, pointing out 
continuity errors and crew members 
who double as bit players. A second, 
CAV disc features production stills, a 
fuzzy copy of Bob’s first appearance on 
Saturday Night Live, and 22 minutes of 
outtakes, most of which were wisely cut 
from the film. The exception is a few 
extra scenes featuring Gore Vidal, who 
also wrote the liner notes. —M. Faust 


Crosby, Stills, and Nash 
Long Time Comin’ 


1990. David Crosby, Stephen Stills, 
Graham Nash, Neil Young; dir. Malcolm 


Leo. Digital mono/ 
stereo. (NR) 60 min. | 
side CLV. $29.95. 
MPI. 


The long-delayed 
laser release of this 
# documentary, previ- 
ously available as a 
Japanese import, was 
timed to coincide 
with the Woodstock 
25th aniversary con- 
cert. Writer/produc- 
er/director Malcolm 
Leo has come up with 
a film that is almost 
perfect, emphasizing 
performance material over interviews. 
Live clips span 15 years and include 
memorable moments from Woodstock, 


Bob'n Weave: 
Robbins as 
Roberts (left) 
greetiing 
Gore Vidal. 


TV appearances by pre-CSN bands the | 


Byrds, the Hollies and the Buffalo 
Springfield (the latter, from The 
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, is 
worth seeing just for the vision of Neil 
Young, circa 1967, hunched over his 
guitar). Also included is a_ post 
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Woodstock Dick Cavett Show appear- 
ance by Stills, Crosby and Joni Mitchell, 
as well as several more recent clips from 
concerts. 

The interviews are nicely structured 
and informative, and one gets to the 
end of the film with a really warm feel- 
ing for the trio. The only letdown 
comes during “Suite: Judy Blue Eyes,” 
which starts out from Woodstock and 
suddenly cuts to a 1990 rendition of the 
song-in a flash everyone gains 20 
pounds (40, in Crosby’s case) and the 
enthusiasm seems forced. Otherwise, 
this is a fine film, and the disc is well 
produced, although the chapter num- 
bers are off by one from the labeling. 

—Bruce Eder 


Bye Bye Birdie 


1963. Dick Van Dyke, Janet Leigh, Ann- 
Margret, Paul Lynde, Ed Sullivan; dir. 
George Sidney. Stereo, letterboxed. (NR) 
112 min. CLV 2 sides. $34.95. Columbia 
TriStar. 

It was the meow heard around the 
world. Or at least in New York, where 
in 1963, Bye Bye Birdie uncaged sex kit- 
ten Ann-Margret. As Sweet Apple, 
Ohio’s Kim McAfee, she is chosen to 
bestow “One Last Kiss” on Presley- 
esque singer Conrad Birdie, who’s been 
drafted. 

Under the helm of George Sidney 
(Kiss Me Kate), Birdie delivers when 
spotlighting the teens, burning up the 
lines in “The Telephone Hour” after 
Kim is pinned by Hugo (crooner Bobby 
Rydell), or cavorting to “A Lot of Livin’ 
to Do” (with Panavision-friendly chore- 
ography by The Music Man’s Onna 
White). 

And though Birdie lost its satiric 
edge—and five Strouse-Adams num- 
bers-in the translation from Broadway, 
its biggest loss was in casting. Amiable 
Dick Van Dyke returns as a songwriter 
peddling Birdie’s farewell tune, but love 
interest Chita Rivera is replaced by the 
abominably miscast Janet Leigh—as 
“Spanish Rose” DeLeon. 

Add a dopey new subplot about a 
formula called “Speed-Up,” and you too 
may want to kiss Birdie goodbye. But 
take a look, for a funny turn by Paul 
Lynde and for this inspiring pledge: “to 
be...true to Conrad Birdie and the 
United States of America, both indivis- 
ible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

—-APB 





Blue Skies/Holiday Inn 


1946/1942. Color/B&W. Bing Crosby, 
Fred Astaire; dirs. Stuart Heisler (Skies), 
Mark Sandrich (Inn). Digital mono. (NR) 


205 min. CLV 4. sides $59.95. 
MCA/Universal. 
These two pictures 


make a natural double-fea- 
ture. Both star Bing Crosby 
and Fred Astaire, and both 
were scored by Irving 
Berlin. Holiday Inn, is the 
greater of the two films. It is 
precise in every scene yet 
gently and memorably lyri- 
cal, and bracing in its pre- 
war innocence. Blue Skies 
has a great title song, a good 
score, gorgeous Technicolor 
photography, and one great \ 
dance number by Fred 
Astaire (to “Puttin’ On the 
Ritz”), but nothing as 
impressive as Holiday Inn’s 
“firecracker dance.” Blue 
Skies’ Billy De Wolfe does a 
great comic turn in a key 
supporting role, but the 
film’s plot and staging lack 
Holiday Inn’s cleverness. 
This two-disc set is 
well-produced, and includ- 
es a reissue trailer for 
Holiday Inn but no other 
extras except for unusually thorough 
background notes. The transfer of Blue 
Skies is stunning in its richness and 
detail. Holiday Inn doesn’t look signifi- 
cantly different from the earlier “En- 
core Edition” single disc, but now it’s 
chapter encoded and comes with digital 
sound. Astaire and Berlin completists 
will need the new edition, but Crosby 
looks tired enough in Blue Skies to make 
it a secondary choice for his fans. —BE 


Godzilla, King 
of the Monsters 
1954. B@W. Raymond Burt, Takashi 
Shimura; dir. Inoshira Honda. Digital 
mono. (NR) 80 min. CLV 2 sides $34.95. 


Paramount. 


Rodan 


1957. Kenji Sawara, Yumi Shirakawa; dir. 
Inoshira Honda. Digital mono. (NR) 70 
min. CLV 2 sides $34.95. Paramount. 





Godzilla (or Gojira, as it was known 
in Japan) was the movie that started an 
entire cycle of Japanese monster movies 
that succeeded the world over. The 
original film, however, even in the trun- 
cated and edited “American” version 
teleased here was a grimly serious movie 


MONSTER CLASSIC 





dealing with Japan’s history as a victim 
of atomic attack. (All the Raymond 
Burr footage was shot two years later by 
B-director Terry Morse and inserted 
into a heavily cut-down version of the 
Japanese original.) The special effects 
have held up well, the story is still spell- 
binding (though it pays to own the 98- 
minute Japanese disc, if one under- 
stands the language), and the new disc 
is superior to the old Vestron edition. 
Flaws in the film are evident, but 
there’s nothing jarring and the sound 
and picture are sharp for 40-year-old 
material. 

Rodan, about a pair of flying reptiles 
that nearly destroy Japan, lacks the dra- 
matic impact of Godzilla—the narration 
is properly grim and serious, but there 
are no central characters to grab onto. 
It has a healthy diversity of monsters, 
however (giant insects are a nice 
touch), and the color doesn’t add to the 
artificiality of the subject. It’s more fun 
then Godzilla, and the picture and 
sound are clean. —BE 
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HIGHLIGHTS 





Betty 

1993. Stephane Audran, Marie Trintignant, 
Jean-Francois Garreau; dir. Claude Chabrol. 
Suspence, romance, casual affairs, casual 
betrayal, the downfall of a beautiful 
woman—old New Wave. Mono, subtitled. 
(NR) 103 min. VHS only, $89.95. New 
Yorker. 


Casino Royale 

1967. Deborah Kerr, David Niven, Woody 
Allen; dirs. John Huston, Val Guest, Ken 
Hughes, Robert Parrish, Joe McGrath, Richard 
Talmadge. Bond comes out of retirement to 
smash SMERSH but has to deal with 
jealous, nympho-nephew Jimmy Bond. 
Music by Burt Bacharach. Mono.(NR) 131 
min. Side 3 CAV, LD letterboxed $39.95. 
MCA/Universal. 


The Gospels, A Multimedia 

Guide to the Bible 

Windows CD-ROM version. Includes nearly 
one hour of video, an hour of audio, more 
than 85 illustrations and searchable and 
printable texts of old and new testaments 
with instant access. $49.95. Cinerom. 


My Fair Lady 30th Anniversary 
Restoration: Collector's Edition 

1964. Audrey Hepburn, Rex Harrison, 
Stanley Holloway, Wilfred Hyde White; dir. 
George Cukor, wr. Alan Jay Lerner. THX 
presentation includes rare footage, docu- 
mentary, production photographs and 
drawings, still frames from the original 
print, portfolio of Cecil Beaton’s costume 


Labels 
for 
Less 


| Wasa 
Male War Bride 
































The Heart Wants What It Wants: Woody Allen finally gets the girl in Casino Royale. 





designs, CD of Frederick Loewe’s score, 
more. Stereo. (G) 173 min. LD letterboxed 
$129.98. FoxVideo. 


Sid and Nancy 

1986. Gary Oldman, Chloe Webb; dir. Alex 
Cox. Mythmaking biopic about the love- 
and-death-duo who brought a tragicomic, 
ha’penny opera end to the punk world as 
we knew it. Commentary by Cox and 
screenwriter Abbe Wool, punk archival 
footage and stills. Stereo. (R) 111 min. LD 
$99.95. Criterion. 


Those easily overcome by music and romance will not be able 
to resist the offers they'll be getting from the big labels this 
months. Six Rogers and Hammerstein movies are being pack- 
aged by Fox Video with an audiocassette of their soundtracks— 
Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I, State Fair and Oklahoma, 
priced at $19.98 each, and The Sound of Music going for $24.98. 
Similarly from MGM/UA, Meet Me in St. Louis and Ziegfield Fol- 
lies will each be accompanied by a CD of their respective 
soundtracks for $29.98 ($19.98 without the CD). Also from 
MGM/UA, for the first time at $14.95 each, An American in 
Paris, Brigadoon, Gigi, High Society, Seven Brides for Seven Broth- 
ers, Show Boat (1951) That’s Entertainment, That’s Entertainment 
Il, Annie Hall and The Russia House. Fox Video will be sending 
: Cary Grant to seduce you in People Will Talk and I 
Was a Male War Bride, each $19.98, while 
MCA/Universal hopes your hearts will be overcome 
by Marlene Dietrich in Angel, Desire and Seven Sin- 
ners, each at $14.98. People seeking romance are at 
the heart of Desperately Seeking Susan, Hannah and 
Her Sisters and The Woman in Red, each $14.98 
from Orion, while Passione D'Amore can be found at 
Kino (along with Vagabond and Open City), $24.95 
each). Ultimately, though, as Republic reminds us, 
romance will only come along at $14.98 if you are 
among the very Young at Heart. —JK 





The Story of Civilization CD-ROM 
Overview of world history documenting the 
economic, political, spiritual, moral and 
cultural heritage of mankind. CD-ROM 
contains both DOS and Windows versions 
of complete text of Will and Ariel Durant’s 
11-volume book history, plus 30 minutes of 
full-motion video, 800 photos, maps, 
drawings and paintings, with instant access 


to all. $99.95. World Library. 
3 Chains 0’Gold 


1994. Formerly Prince; various dirs. 11 
video clips from his platinum album (the 
one with the funny squiggle for a title) tied 
together with story. Videos include “My 


min. VHS $19.98. LD $29.98. Warner 
Reprise. 


Winter Light 

1962. Max von Sydow, Ingrid Thulin, Gunnar 
Bjornstrand; dir. Ingmar Bergman. Suicidal 
man turns to priest who can only offer his 
own confusion over a seemingly meaning- 
less existence. Why didn’t Sondheim try to 
turn this into a musical? Mono, subtitled. 
(NR) 80 min. LD $49.95. Criterion. 


Wargames 

1983. Matthew Broderick, Ally Sheedy, 
Dabney Coleman; dir. John Badham. The 
film that launched a thousand hackers 
(minimum), finally gets the big surround/ 
widescreen laserdisc treatment every 
science-fiction masterpiece deserves. 


continued on page 108 


By Josef Krebs 
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Consumer Electronics 
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Cassette Decks A/V Receivers CD Players 
TD-V661TN RX-51STN XL-MS09TN 
TD-W709TN RX-71STN XL-M415TN 
TD-R461TN RX-815TN XL-F211TN 


JVC’s newest release! SPECIALS MINI_ SYSTEMS 


Apa eT XL-MC100 
S-VHS 4 head Hi Fi with jog shuttle! CALL 100 Dise CD Changer te oF The Latest in Super VHS! 437.07" CALL!! 


XM-D1 MXC99 
Mini Dise/Record-Play SONY BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 


ae EVO-9650 Hi gg EVO-150TR Hity 








153 Dies MZ. Si OS DS}! 


4 Head Hi-Fi *Jog/Shuttle 


“Flying Erase Head Laser Disc Players LaserKaraoke 


Single Frame 


AUTHORIZED DEALER Accuracy 
VOE5 sss SONY 90 min OOrORMAT Mf Ald loyae)\ | (er DIGITAL A/V MIXER 


VO9816.. *”ANASONIC/JVC-VHS-C PV-IQ204 0:1 zoom 


vo829 PANASONIC full size PV-IQ304 2:1 zoom 
VO0385 ... 7mm, 2 lens kit (1.5 tele PV-IQ404.. color viewfinder aie MITSUBISHI 
and 0,5 wide angle) . PV-1Q504 image stabilization “ 
PV-IQ604 ~ color VF/EIS MITSUBISHI ELECTRONICS AMERICA, INC. 


PV-54., image stabilization 
PV-S64 SVHSIEIS Can rt) Ni JVC 
MICROPHONE 


.2mic system m super VHS PV-M 1324 - 13” 2 head 
WHX-PRO...... hand held PV-M 2044 - 20” 4 head 
TVNVCR COMBO 
H a ony PV-M 2053 ® 20" Shead/HI-Fl 


E700 ....w/FREE CASE! $839.95 i se 10" HI-FI Combs 
ergata ea ew || PHILIPS §8()(GO(E) || MULtMEDIA & INTERACTIVE VIDEO 


UCSS...... .image stabilization 
.digital special effects fe 
tees 7 Lbstielaneais A “Interactive Video” 
4 Head HI-FI eee larebiel alle ee 


FI VCR Plus 
CAMCORDERS (‘free case) . audio level meters 
GR-AX30 .. .. NEW! 12:1 zoom PV-4464.. 


GR-AX37 .. EW! animation PV-S4366. s CDI 
GR-AX70. color viewfinder PV-S4480.... ] All credit approved orders in the 48 contiguous states, under 15Ibs, are automatically 


GR-AX75U" image rire LASER DISC PLAYERS upgraded to Airborne Express -2 day delivery. Next day overnight express available with “Compton’s 


NEW! NEW! New! fig L%-101 .. He \ for a small extra charge Encyclopedia!” 
NEW! NEW! NEW! fig 600 4 
“NEW! NEW! NEW! ‘ ‘ A E 
HR-J610U Ahead HI-FI [ll spy.g chargeridischarger. EXPRESS. 
HR-VP612U HI-FI VCR Plus SPM-E battery eliminator 


HR-VP618U... HI-FI & jog/shuttle PW-81 Bi d ' 

HR-VP710.......HI-FI flying erase head asian spacial petiasabe : 

HR-S4900U NEW! NEW! NEW! with control L! ! | AUDIO | | PHONES | 
HR-S7000U .......0NEW! NEW! NEW! ; CD BOOM BOXES SPP-77 


CFS-470 + CFD-580 10 channel 
aed: CFD-560 + CFD-768 SPP-D15 


™ Fully Son 4 CR Plus C3 DISCMAN WALKMAN | 2 line f 
NOMEM* Fully Sony :  FL/VCR Plus D-42ISP_ WM-FX24_ | SPP-160 Interactive 


I mcarhetins 
tT tk 


OWE MACHINE. INFINITE POSSIBILITIES, 








BATTERY Compatible! 760... _.6 video heads D-802K  WM-FX45 | dual rechargeable battery packs ; 
WMSXF53_! §PP-95 speaker phone Entertainment 
ERTS RE BEES ESE > = P.O. Box 17882 
PROFESSIONAL & DESKTOP VIDEO bil cht wedvuaaters 
*One of Wisconsin’s Top 10 
EDITING DECKS 

INDUSTRIAL CAMCORDERS ; 
AG-455. susf2X zoom | | EVO-9500 ... HI8 record/play V Deck Women Owned Businesses 
AG-3.... sssound Chip/SVHS - HI8 dual deck “Provides VISCA *Corporate, Government & 





EDITING DECKS ‘ _.SVHS VCR A/B ROLL EDIT CONTROL SYSTEM compatibility 
Petites “oars | SVHS play only eV-STATIO N™ *Records or 


AG-1970 w/2 line TBC : : 
AGAQ6...... sanoontroller LAYERS Desktop inter-format A/B Roll edit con- dubs (RC) 


MONITORS 4 laser bar code troller with RS-232C port, 3 programmable time code 
CT-1383Y.. 13° video monitor MONITORS GPI triggers. Reads Hi8 RC time. *Can record 
CT-1384VY 3” w/ tuner EER ge i 
GVM 13110 NTSC/PAU/RGB PCM digital audio 
CT-2088Y ... 20° video monitor MA PRO MARK II - Automatic Inter Format Available in Hi-8 a 
CT-2084VY . 20" w/ tuner GVM 2020 20” Multi scan Available in Hi-8 and 8mm 


A/V MIXERS 
WJ-MX30.... ssesseesvenndigital field synch, *Provides the key Vv Box 


to integrating 


School POs Welcome 
*Tech: (414) 357-8181 


CLOSEOUTS / DEMOS video 


*No surcharge for credit cards 
cameras, 
AG-7750H 


recorders, Fee No extra charge for insurance 
BT-H1350Y ... and display No extra charge for delivery 


WJ-AVES devices into the 


personal computer environment 
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SHOP WITH CONFIDENCE BECAUSE YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN THE FAMILY AT FAMILY PHOTOS VIDEOY @ 
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VSX-D25 Receiver..... 


+Hi-8mm 

#RC Time Code: 
+Color Viewlinde 
+lmage Stabilizer 


CCD-VX3.. 
CCD-TR700 
CCD-TR500 
CCD-TR400 


620x1 Digital Zoom 
*Color Vewinde 


¢Color viewfinder 
tical Stabilizer 
12x1 Zoom 









24 HOUR FAX HOTLINE 
1-718-998-6650 
CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 


1-800-405-7468 


LOCAL NY) LINE 
1-718-645-1298 


Viewfinder <% 
+lmage Stabilizer 
+Accepts Lithium 


CCD-TR70 


| CCD-TR65 


CCD-FX630... 
CCD-FX530... 


+1 Lux 

+20x1 Zoom 
“Stabilization 
+Remote Control 


*10x1 Zoom 
+410,000 Pixels 
‘Digtal Special Effects 


UC-1... 
UC-20. 
E-700.... 


wl 
1 Mixer... 
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dW) PIONIGCER’ 


Dolby Pro Logic cw/DPS 
+130 ats Per Channel 


SX-303R Receiver ... 


+42:1 Zoom Lens +Hi Fi Stereo 
+4 Mode Program Auto Exposure 


12:1 Zoom Lens *Color Viewfinder 
+1 Lux #8 Function Remote 


*Stabilization +12x1 Zoom 
+Hi-Band 8mm +Remote Control 
+5 Program Modes *Fuzzy Logic Lens 


E-350.. CC-174 VHS-C 
ES-1000.... CC-178 VHS-C 
ES-500 

ES-70.. 





*Unique mA \ 





w/Built In 4” 
*Stereo Sound Mixer Color Monitor 





*Variable Wide & Fade VLHL100U 
“Digitally Controlled i 
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Copy Kit 3 
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Edit Mike Pro - 

Lapel Mike... 
Universal Mint 
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*Dolby Pro Logic w/DPS 
+130 Watts Per Channel 
CT-W503R Cassette 
PD-F100 CD 
PD-F51 CD 


+Hi , 
*Sony Cable Mouse 


= 4 SLV-620HF VHS... 


EV-S 7000 8mm. 
EV-S 3000 8mm. 
EV-S 2000 8mm.. 
EV-C 100 8mm... 


MDP-800 Laser Disc 


i =a 


*Time Base Corrector 
Shuttl 


PRO-930 8MM... 
Panasonic 





+Jog Shuttle - 
le Base Correction 


PROFESSIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
AG-1 


Call 
wwCall 






CT-1383Y Monit 








1-800-309-7468 


BUSINESS HOURS: MON-THURS 9:30AM - 10:00PM. FRI 9:30 - 4:00PM. SUN 10AM-7PM. CLOSED SATURDAY 


+18.CD Pla 
Random Play 
PD-DM802 CD 
PD-M703 CD. 
PD-M603 CD 
PD-M423 CD 
Call for other Pioneer Models! 


ee 


*Pro Hi-8mm VCR 

#RC Time Code 

STR-D1015 Receive 

STR-D10115 Receiver . 

STR-D915 Receiver 

CDP-C910 CD. 

TCK-615 Cassette... 

TCK-611 Cassett Cal 
Call for other Sony Models! 


*VITC Generato 
*Time Based Corrector 


PV-446 
PV-445 
PV-4414, 4411... 
PV-440 


+5-VHS VCR Plus 
*Cable Box Control 


VR-720HF VCR 

VR-667HF VCR... 
VR-664HF VCR . 
VR-658HF VCR. 
VR-601HF VCR. 
VR-537HF VCR .. 
VR-526A VCR... 








AC Adaptor... 
eas 
CT-1384VY Monitor 


VIDED REWINDERS 


8mm Rewinder... 

VHS Rewinde 

Beta Rewinder.... Call 
CALL FAMILY VIDEO & GET 
GUARANTEED LOW PRICES 
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Direct from 
DirecTV 


Some are calling it the most 
revolutionary breakthrough in 
television since the advent of 
color. Others are simply calling 
it amazing. It’s DirecTV and it’s 
the hottest gift idea of the sea- 
son. Up to 150 channels of the 
best names in entertainment 
and more choices than you 
ever dreamed possible — all 
Celivered with a digital-quality 
picture and CD-quality sound. 
All you need is the affordable 
RCA-brand DSS (Digital Satel- 
lite System) - a tiny 18” satellite 
dish, digital receiver and user- 
friendly remote control. 








DirecTV lets you personal- 
ize your television viewing 
experience like never before. 
An interactive Menu System 
and On-Screen Program guide 
allow you to view subscription 
channels, order pay per view 
movies and events instantly, 
set parental controls, build 
favorite channel lists and 
much, much more. 

Monthly programming 
packages deliver more than 40 
of the most popular cable 
channels, as well as hot new 
channels not available on most 
cable systems. DirecTV also 
allows you to customize your 
TV viewing with “a la carte” 
selections and season tickets to 
out-of-market professional and 
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college sports — you'll never 
have to settle for only the net- 
work game again. 

DirecTV also offers up to 50 
channels of movies and special 
events on Direct Ticket Pay Per 
View. Enjoy Hollywood's biggest 
hits, plus live entertainment like 
championship boxing, knockout 
wrestling, concerts and comedy 
programming. Movies start as 
often as every 30 minutes and 
cost just $2.99 each — it’s like hav- 
ing a personal video store in your 
living room. There’s also 25+ 
channels of commercial-free, 
CD-quality music arranged by 
genre, everything from classical 
to country to rock. 

With DirecTV, there’s 
always something you'll feel 
like watching! Visit your RCA or 
Satellite TV dealer today and 
experience DSS and DirecTV 
for yourself or call 1-800- 
DIRECTV or use Reader Service 
#130. 


Try Bogen’s 
Tripod 


The Bogen 3169 Video Tripod 
is a combination of the Bogen 
3001 Video Tripod and the 
Bogen 3130 QR Micro Fluid 
Head. The 3001 Video Tripod is 
easy to use and easy to handle. 
It is the lightest (about 3 1/2 
Ibs.) and one of the smallest 
tripods (folds down to just 21 








in.) they offer. It’s also one of 
the most versatile. Designed 
especially for lightweight VCR 
cameras, it sets up quickly and 
easily. Sturdy legs feature three 
click-stop spread angles and 
are made of tubular hard-finish 
aluminum. Each leg has sure- 
grip, quick-acting, non-fouling 
lever locks. The Bogen 3030 QR 
Micro Fluid Head is a smooth 
action head ideal for VCR cam- 
eras up to 8 3/4 lbs. It weighs 
only 2 1/4 lbs., including an 
adjustable handle that can be 
positioned on either right or 
left and it features a quick 
release plate that allows you to 
change cameras or detach the 
camera with the flip of a lever. 
It pans 360 degrees, can be tilt- 
ed up or down 90 degrees, and 
has pan and tilt locks. 
Adjustable slot lets you posi- 
tion the camera for best bal- 
ance. 

Add a Bogen Portable Video 
Dolly or the Lightweight Tripod 
Spreader and you have rock- 
solid support for smooth pans 
and tilts, For more information, 
see your dealer or contact 
Bogen Photo Corp., 565 East 
Crescent Ave., Ramsey, NJ 
07446-0506, 201-818-9500 or 
use Reader Service #131. 
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Why Don't 
You Do It? 


At NBO “Name Brands Only,” 
mail order Satellite TV and 
Home Theater are not only a 
speciality, but toll-free expert 
technical assistance is also 
available to those who want to 
install it themselves. NBO has 
been selling satellite TV sys- 
tems and home theater, includ- 
ing satellite programming, at 
discount prices since the early 
‘80s and has helped many 
thousands of customers install 
their own systems. And now 40 
percent of NBO’s current busi- 
ness comes from referrals 
made by satisfied dish owners. 
In addition to NBO’s larger 
90-inch full-view satellite TV 
systems, and as part of the new 
RCA 18-inch DSS (Digital Satel- 
lite System) nationwide roll- 
out, NBO is now offering the 
new 18-inch DSS package to its 
customers. The experts at NBO 
can point out the distinct 
advantages of both systems as 
each will appeal to different 
people. For instance, 90-inch 
full-view systems offer more 
sports with more than 100 free 
channels and more than 20 
satellites from which to choose. 
The 18-inch DSS, on the other 












































hand, is slightly more afford- 
able to purchase, is smaller and 
offers many more pay-per-view 
movies and even features CD 
radio with many digital music 
selections. Both systems pro- 
vide laserdisc quality video and 
audio. 

For the holiday season 
you ll want NBO’s Satellite TV 
Home Theater Discount Cata- 
log with its many gift ideas for 
making home entertainment 
more enjoyable. There is even 
a complete listing of all the 
available satellite program- 
ming. You can receive a free 
copy of the NBO catalog by 
calling 1-800-318-DISH 
(3474). NBO has helped thou- 
sands successfully install their 
own home theater systems. 
Let NBO help you too! Reader 
Service #132. 


Ready, 
Aim, Cut! 


The JVC GR-SV3 Compact VHS 
Video Entertainment System is 
an all-in-one VCR, video cam- 
era, and television (with 
optional tuner), featuring 
video messaging with a totally 
new design concept. Boasting 
a versatile color LCD screen, 
the JVC Systemax offers new 











video applications and fresh 
perspectives. 

The Systemax is a complete 
entertainment system that 
transcends mere recording to 
become a focus of creativity 
due to its versatile multi-pur- 
pose Color LCD Swing Moni- 
tor. In its lowered position, the 
LCD monitor provides unique 
“feedback.” The Interface 
Shooting Position puts every- 
one in front of the lens with an 
opportunity to join in the fun 
of video making. Alternately, 
the LCD monitor can be raised 
into an upright position, facing 
the user, to serve as an extra- 
large viewfinder — showing 
everything in full color. 

The handy Video Message 
function is a built-in video 
answering machine. A green 
LED indicates that a message is 
waiting and a press of a button 
starts video playback. Also, 
with the optional tuner, the 
Systemax transforms into a 
portable television. 

In addition to the monitor, 
there are several features that 
enhance the overall simplicity 
and convenience of the Sys- 
temax, such as QwikPix, which 
ensures that each “take” is 5 
seconds long. The lively tempo 
of images and scenes makes 
home videos look as good as if 
they were made professionally. 
Other features include Instant 
ReShoot, Seek, 3x Power Zoom, 
LCD Status Panel, Auto Date 
and A/V Input/Output Jacks, 
for dubbing and editing conve- 
nience. The biggest conve- 


nience in using the Compact 
VHS system is that compact 
cassettes can be played back 
ona VHS video deck using a 
VHS Playpak. 

For more information, call 
JVC at 1-800-252-5722 or use 
Reader Service #133. 





Perfect 
Video Mate 


New from Goldstar U.S.A., Inc. 
is the unique VH8™/VCR dub- 
bing deck, the GVR-DD1, a 
fully integrated, combination 
8mm and 5-head VHS VCR -a 
perfect gift idea for 8mm cam- 
corder owners. 

Goldstar’s VH8™ allows 
consumers to instantly play 
back 8mm tapes via the 
VH8™/VCR dubbing deck 
rather than using their cam- 
corder as a playback vehicle, 
which places undue stress on 
the camcorder’s delicate head 
and transport systems. 

The new VH8™/VCR dub- 
bing deck also allows con- 
sumers to copy 8mm tapes 
onto full size VHS format tapes 
with the touch of a button -so 
8mm camcorder owners can 
share the excitement of birth- 
days, holidays, sporting events 
and baby’s first steps, with 
friends and family. 

Even more important news 
for camcorder owners is the 
dubbing deck’s most 
advanced, easy-to-operate and 
most requested editing func- 
tions that allow amateur video- 





graphers to achieve profession- 
al looking results every time. 
Features include: a variety of 
editing options including an 
assemble editing feature that 
allows consumers to easily 
remove unwanted footage, an 
edit switch function; front 
audio/video in-jacks for quick 
and easy connection to alterna- 
tive audio or video sources and 
a video dubbing function; one 
touch copying from 8mm to 
VHS, with just-fit recording; 
normal 8mm or high band 
(Hi8) videotape playback at 
normal resolution; four video 
heads; a flying erase head for 
eliminating picture noise dur- 
ing editing; and jet and logic 
search. 

Goldstar’s VH8™ is cur- 
rently available at better elec- 
tronics stores nationwide for a 
manufacturer’s suggested retail 
price of $899 or use Reader Ser- 
vice #134. 





New Energy 
Home Sound 


If the Energy Loudspeaker 
brand is new to you, don’t feel 
bad. Energy is one of the fastest 
growing audiophile quality 
speakers in America. And for 
this holiday season, Energy 
offers the best quality in sound 
and performance in home the- 
ater systems. 

The RVS (Reference Video 
System) is the Energy home 
theater system for the buyer 
who wants Energy’s best. It 
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comes in a high gloss black 
furniture-grade finish. The 
system’s five pieces are made 
up of left, center, and right 
channels plus a pair of RVSS 
effects speakers that total 
$1600. On top of which you 
could add one or more of the 
Energy AS-90 or AS-180 Pow- 
ered Subwoofers (90 and 180 
watts, $550 and $750 ea. 
respectively). 

Energy’s latest entry in 
home theater, the HTS-1 loud- 
speaker system featured here, 
has much of the technology 
developed for the RVS System. 
Innovations such as “point 
source” driver arrangement 
give more accurate and precise 





spatial information crucial to 
realistic home theater. Three 
HTS-1 speakers mean that the 
front hemisphere of sound is 
spectrally balanced, so as the 
jet plane flies across the screen 
and beyond, it does not change 
its sound character from one 
speaker to the next ruining the 
illusion. 

With a suggested retail price 
of $250 each, the HTS-1 speak- 
ers make possible an excellent 
sounding five piece system for 
under $1000. And as your for- 
tunes improve you can further 
improve your system by adding 
one or more of Energy’s pow- 
ered subwoofers — assuming 
of course you also want to 
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activate the nearest Richter 
Scale! Enjoy! 

Energy Loudspeakers is 
located at 3641 McNicoll 
Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario, 
Canada. Call 416-321-1800 or 
use Reader Service #135. 


Video Out 
Laser In 


Laserdiscs are becoming more 
and more popular as con- 
sumers realize they are not get- 
ting the most for their dollar 
when they buy and rent videos. 
Laserdiscs have more footage, 
uncut, unedited, director’s cut, 
widescreen movies than its 
predecessor, VHS. And for the 
real videophile, laserdiscs offer 
incomparable audio/video 
quality that VHS cannot pro- 
vide. 

Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. pro- 
vides consumers with a wide 


spectrum of laserdiscs enough 
to fill your home library. And 
now, for a limited time only, 
Laserdisc Fan Club is offering 
VIDEO Magazine readers a 20% 
discount off the suggested retail 
price on these great titles: Juras- 
sic Park (THX, WS, CAV or CLV), 
Schindler's List (THX, WS), The 
Flintstones (THX,WS), The Paper 
(WS), Sports Illustrated Swim- 
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suit ‘94 (uncensored!), The Fugi- 
tive (WS), The Pelican Brief 
(WS), The Three Tenors (Dodger 
Stadium), and Pioneer 
LaserKaraoke Christmas Songs 
Vol. 1 & 2. 

The limit is two discs per title 
and the offer expires 12-31-94. 
Just announced, the ‘94 summer 
blockbuster hit Speed will be 
available in THX, widescreen on 
November 15 with a 15% dis- 
count off the suggsted retail 
price of $29.95! Ifnone of these 
titles grab you, call for their free 
monthly catalog. 

The Fan Club offers free 
membership and an informa- 
tive monthly catalog with hun- 
dreds of new and recent releas- 
es in each one. Every title is dis- 
counted up to 40%, free UPS 
ground shipping and they are 
open 7 days a week, weekdays 
7-7, weekends 8-5 (PST). 

Call the Laserdisc Fan Club 
at 800-801-DISC (3472) Dept. 
V114 or use Reader Service #136. 


Write Your 
Titles Right 


Creativity is virtually unlimited 
with the Ambico model V-6350 
Video Title Writer, a color titler 
with dozens of options and 
effects to enhance any video 
production. 

Although sophisticated in 
design, it’s easy to use as all 
capabilities of the unit are illus- 
trated in a built-in “demo” pro- 
gram and there are on-screen 
displays during operation. Cre- 
ated titles can appear over live 
video or on internally generat- 
ed color backgrounds. They 
can cut in and out, wipe in and 
out in a variety of ways, scroll 
up and down the screen, 





march across the screen like 
tickertape, and flash on and off. 
Wipe, scroll, and tickertape 
functions offer a choice of 
three speeds. 

Character options include 
upper/lower cases, two fonts, 





four sizes, three borders, and 
eight colors. Lettering has been 
included for Spanish and 
French as well as English. 

The V-6350, which is Hi8 
and S-VHS compatible, stores 
up to 10 pages in memory. 
Playback of stored titles can be 
made manually or automati- 
cally. The V-6350 has a suggest- 
ed retail price of $299. 

For more information, call 
800-231-0031or use Reader 
Service #137. 


Making 
Video Magic 


Studio Magic is the next step in 
multimedia. Video production 
sequencing, once only the 

domain of expensive profes- 

sional studios, now comes to 

the desktop computer for 
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affordable home and business 
creative uses. 

Studio Magic lets you dis- 
play VGA images on any TV 
screen — and it can capture 
full-size, full-color, still images 
and store them on disk for use 
in multimedia presentations or 
desktop publishing. It allows 
you to connect two video 
sources as input, then add 
computer graphics, sound and 
special effects for final output 
to your videotape or television 
set. But its greatest power is its 
on-line video production stu- 
dio which lets you create 
sequenced and visually 
enhanced videotapes. 

It is literally a videotape 
production studio in a box. 

It requires an available slot 
in an IBM PC-compatible 
computer with 386/25 MHz 
and up. M.S.R.P. is $499.95. 

For more information call 
408-378-3672 or use Reader 
Service #138. 


JVC Leaps 
Into “95 


For 1995, JVC introduces the 
Premiere Series - an advanced 
line-up of televisions destined 
for critical acclaim. Why? 
Because they have all the mak- 
ings of stardom...featuring new 
technology that not only makes 
them easier to operate but 
improves upon both picture 
and sound. From the high- 
quality 20” stereo Premiere 
model to the incredible 
widescreen 55” projection tele- 
vision, every night can have the 
excitement and thrill of an 
opening night with JVC Pre- 
miere Series Televisions. 

The flagship of the Premiere 








Series Direct View Models is the 
AV35BX5. To control the many 
features on this set, JVC devel- 
oped the Super Command uni- 
versal remote control and an 
impressive menu system. Super 
Command is a whole new way 
to operate a TV. Super Com- 
mand is a total heads-up sys- 
tem, using 4-way Cursor Con- 
trol to move the operator 
through the menu with ease. 
JVC has also included a HELP 
button on the remote to assist 
consumers with feature defini- 
tions and step-by-step operat- 
ing instructions. Super Com- 
mand is easy to understand and 
operate. Another new Super 
Command feature is Hyper 
Scan high-speed channel 
change. Channel surfers will 
love to zoom up or down at five 
channels per second. 

This multi-faceted televi- 
sion also features a dark tint 
tube with an Invar shadow 
mask coupled with Black Level 
Expansion, Wide Band Comb 
Filter, Video Noise Reduction 
and Velocity Modulation allow- 
ing for the brightest, most vivid 
pictures. The theater-like 
sound is made possible 
through Digital Sound Process- 
ing that has six distinct modes: 
stadium, concert hall, jazz club, 
theater, game and mono. Also 
included with this model is a 
set of cordless headphones for 
amore personal listening expe- 
rience. 

Not only has JVC improved 
picture quality, sound and con- 


venience, it offers some unique 
features such as the 6-PIX pic- 
ture-in-picture and full- 
motion, normal proportion 
split screen. The 6-PIX feature 
allows the user to simultane- 
ously view the action on six 
pre-designated channels in 
order to determine viewing 
preference. The full-motion, 
normal proportion split screen 
displays two equal sized 17” 
pictures. 

For the most convenient 
home theater system, JVC 
offers AV CompuLink which 
links your JVC home theater 
components together for one- 
touch home theater. JVC’s Pre- 
miere Series Televisions bring 
consumers the most in 
advanced technology, includ- 
ing the best in picture quality, 
sound reproduction and user- 
friendly operation for your 
Home Theater System. For 
more information about the 
Premiere Series, call JVC at 1- 
800-252-5722 or use Reader 
Service # 139. 





Superpower 
Subwoofers 


Cerwin-Vega, the renown fami- 
ly-owned and operated loud- 
speaker company, introduces 
two new remote-controlled 
powered subwoofers, the HT- 
10PWR and the HT-12PWR, to 
its Sensurround Home Theater 
line. 

Both the HT-10PWR 10- 
inch with a 100-watt built-in 
amplifier and the HT-12PWR 
12-inch with a 150-watt built-in 
amplifier have convenient 
remote control capabilities —a 
welcome option for managing 
the often drastic bass variance 


in soundtracks and music. For 
additional convenience, the 
wireless remote’s infrared vol- 
ume control code is compati- 
ble with all universal remote 
controls. 

Although Cerwin-Vega’s 
Sensurround powered sub- 
woofers were designed as com- 
ponents for home theater 
applications, they integrate 
perfectly into high-end audio 
music systems. They are also 
ideal for use with A/V receivers 
lacking “subwoofer out” jacks - 
by connecting the receiver's 
speaker outputs to the sub- 
woofer’s high level inputs for 
superb sound performance. 

The frequency response for 
both products is rated at 30Hz 
— 150Hz, +3dB. They feature 
vented cabinet designs covered 
in black wood-grain vinyl with 
black knit speaker grilles and 
may be placed vertically or hor- - 
izontally. 

The suggested retail price 
on the HT-10PWR is $800 and 
the suggested retail price of the 
HT-12PWR is $900. For more 
information, call Cerwin-Vega 
at 805-584-9332 or use Reader 
Service #140. 
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AudioQuest 
Knows 


As a bunch of cheapskates, the 
folks at AudioQuest have 
always been fixated on value. 
As aresult, AudioQuest contin- 
ues to specialize in the parts of 
audio and video systems where 
the least money can make the 
most difference. 

The many products offered 
by AudioQuest have come after 
fourteen years of hard work, 
lots of R & D, and lots of fun 
using the results. Whatever 
price range you consider, you 
will find that AudioQuest offers 
the most cost effective ways to 
enhance the performance of 
your entertainment system. 

So, in order to avoid acquir- 
ing any more ugly ties, please 
drop those helpful hints early - 
this year you would really 
appreciate something from 
AudioQuest. 

For more information, call 
AudioQuest at 714-498-2770 or 
use Reader Service #141. 


OmniSource™ 
10¢12 


Lenmar® Enterprises Inc. of 
Westlake Village, CA, has the 
most complete full-size cam- 
corder battery charger/recon- 
ditioner available in one pack- 
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age. It charges your VHS or 
VHS-C camcorder battery 
rapidly at home or in your car. 

The OmniSource™ 10¢12 
will quickly discharge/recondi- 
tion nickel cadmium batteries 
to eliminate “memory” effect, 
and then automatically charge 
the battery. For NOMEM® bat- 
teries it has a “Rapid Charge 
Only” option. 

It is designed to charge 
most 9.6V, 10V and 12V cam- 
corder batteries; including 
Panasonic, RCA, Hitachi, JVC, 
Sharp, Quasar, Magnavox, 
Goldstar and Minolta. 

Whether you are looking for 
amore versatile charger, a hard 





to find replacement or an extra 
charger, the Lenmar® 
OmniSource™ 10¢12 will 
power your needs. Lenmar 
model BCR10 has a suggested 
list price of $89.95. Call Lenmar 
at 800-424-2703 for a free cata- 
log on the OmniSource 10°12 
and their full line of Camcorder 
Performance Products or use 
Reader Service #142. 


Getting the 
BIG Picture 


Deriving the maximum enter- 
tainment value from high per- 
formance video and home the- 
ater sources, Pioneer Electron- 
ics continues to offer its com- 
plete line of “cinema-wide” 
system rear projection moni- 
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tors, the SD-P5575, SD-P5075, 
SD-P5073, SD-P4575, SD- 
P4573 and SD-P4571. Each 
model allows users to view a 
greater amount of video infor- 
mation from conventional 
NTSC programs, offering a 
more authentic, theater-style 
experience. 

To enhance the viewing 
experience, the 75- and 73- 
series include a digital zoom 
feature, which provides con- 
sumers with the option of 
watching movies in either a 
“normal” or “full-cinema” 
viewing mode. The normal 
mode maintains the recorded 
aspect ratio, while full-cinema 
mode expands the vertical pic- 
ture information to better fill 
the screen. For instance, a 
movie recorded in the letterbox 
format played in full-cinema 
mode can be viewed with mini- 
mal black bands at the top and 
bottom of the screen. 

Round out your home the- 
ater system with the visual 
excitement of a Pioneer projec- 
tion television. For more infor- 
mation, call Pioneer at 1-800- 
PIONEER or use Reader Service 
#143, 











XLO/VDO 
Cables 


XLO/VDO™ is a complete line 
of cables for home entertain- 
ment, and includes every 
audio, every video, every digi- 
tal, and every loudspeaker 
cable that could ever be need- 
ed for even the most complete 
Home Theater System. 

All XLO/VDO cables are 
designed to work properly with 
your other components and 
with each other, to allow you to 
enjoy all the performance, all 
the dynamics, and all the sheer 
fun your system is capable of 
delivering. 

Three speaker cables are 
included in the XLO/VDO line- 
up, each designed for best per- 
formance in its own particular 
application: ER-11 is a modest- 
ly— priced cable for front and 
center speakers that offers out- 
standing clarity and definition 
across the full frequency spec- 
trum, and providing the kind of 
dynamics and spatial charac- 
teristics that make good Home 
Theater great! 

ER-12 is a 9-gauge (in “Shot- 
gun” mode) cable for sub- 
woofers, or, because it allows 
single cable bi-wiring, for con- 
necting higher performance 
front and center speakers. On 
fronts and centers, it’s amazing, 
and for subwoofers, it'll pro- 
duce (providing your woofers 
are up to it) the kind of clean, 
taut, bass that will crack walls. 

ER-14 is specifically 
designed for scale and rear 
channel applications. Like all 
other XLO/VDO cables, it’s very 
modestly priced, but one major 
Hi-Fi magazine reviewer, run- 
ning it full-range on the main 
speakers of his Reference Sys- 








tem, pronounced it to be the 
very best speaker cable he had 
ever tried, regardless of price. 

For more information or 
the name of the dealer nearest 
you, contact XLO Electric Com- 
pany at 909-466-0382 or use 
Reader Service #144. 


Ultra-Fidelity 
Home 


Now, discerning film viewers 
can experience the sonic real- 
ism and clarity that tens of 
thousands of uncompormising 
audiophiles enjoy from their 
music systems. For almost 
twenty years, Vandersteen 
Audio has been an acknowl- 
edged leader in the design of 
high-fidelity loudspeakers. 
With their vast experience, they 
understand that despite the 
current popularity of small 
speakers, only full-size, high- 
performance loudspeakers can 
properly reproduce the com- 
plex, wide-range information 
of a film soundtrack. 

The seven speaker Vander- 
steen home theater system uses 
a pair of full-range front speak- 
ers, two amplified subwoofers, 
a unique center speaker and a 
pair of wide-range surround 
speakers. Any of Vandersteen’s 
floor-standing, full-range mod- 
els can be used as the main 
front speakers. They all share 
the high-technology Vander- 
steen boxless design that elimi- 
nates the baffles around the dri- 
vers for enhanced openness 
and clarity. The 2W subwoofers 








each have an integral 300 watt 
amplifier with innovative feed- 
forward error correction cir- 
cuitry. The three drivers in each 
subwoofer combine the high 
cone speed of 8-inch drivers 
with the large cone area ofa 15- 
inch driver for powerful, 
detailed bass. The magnetically 
shielded VCC-1 center speaker 
is perfectly matched to the 
unique requirements of the 
center position. Its coincident, 
co-axial driver avoids the 
response variations that plague 
conventional center speakers. 
Vandersteen recommends that 
one of their floor standing mod- 
els or their new VSM-1 in-wall 
speaker be used in the sur- 
round positions. This ensures 
that the surround speakers are 
perfectly voiced to match the 
front speakers. All the speakers 
in the Vandersteen home the- 
ater system are aligned and 
phase-correct to maintain the 
dimensional characteristics of 
the original sounds. The Van- 
dersteen system surrounds you 
with dynamic, crystal-clear 
sound that transforms your liv- 
ing room into the film location. 

Complete seven speaker 
Vandersteen ultra-fidelity home 
theater speaker systems, includ- 
ing two amplified subwoofers, 
are priced from under $4400. 
For more information, call Van- 
dersteen Audio at 209-582-0324 
or use Reader Service #145. 








Digital 
Hollywood 


Digital Hollywood Entertain- 
ment is your best source for 
mail order laser discs in the 
business. They offer great 
prices, great customer service, 
a fantastic sales staff, anda 
great selection of laser discs. In 
fact, they carry over 6,000 titles 
to choose from. 

Call them for updated new 
release information and for 
their great sale prices. All new 
customers will receive an extra 
3% in addition to their stan- 
dard 15%. This offer is only 
good on the initial order. Act 
now and receive a total of 25% 
off on Jurassic Park. This offer 
lasts through the end of Octo- 
ber, so don’t delay. 

Digital Hollywood Enter- 
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tainment will help you make it 
through the holiday season with 
great laserdiscs that will make 
any person grin from ear to ear. 

Digital Hollywood Enter- 
tainment can be reached at 
800-944-DISC or at Reader Ser- 
vice #146. 





Holiday 
Thumbs Up! 


You'll shoot some great video 
this holiday season. But the 
great moments will be mixed in 
with footage you'd rather for- 
get. Now, with the Thumbs Up 
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home video editor, you can 
easily cut out the unwanted 
footage and save only the best! 
Thumbs Up is easy to use. 
Just press the “thumbs up” 
button to mark the scenes you 
want to keep. Press “thumbs 
down” to mark the scenes you 
don’t want. Then sit back while 
Thumbs Up records only your 
best and leaves the rest behind 
— automatically! 

With Thumbs Up, you can 
make holiday videos you'll be 
proud to show to your friends 
and family. 





For more information on 
Thumbs Up and other Videon- 
ics products, call 1-800-338- 
EDIT, or write 1370 Dell Ave., 
Campbell, CA 95008 or use 
Reader Service #147. 


Azden’s 
WR2-PRO 


Want to use two wireless micro- 
phones at the same time when 
you're shooting a video? The 
Azden WR2-PRO is the only on- 
camera two channel discrete 
wireless receiver on the market. 
In addition to the receiver, you 
need two mics, and they can be 
on lavalier (WL/T-PRO), and 
one handheld (WM/T-PRO), or 
two of the same type. This VHF 
system uses the same two fre- 
quencies as the other Azden 
“PRO” series mics, and has a 
range of more than 250 feet. 
For more information on 
Azden products, call 800-247- 
4501 or use Reader Service #148. 


MENT 


State of the 
Art 


AMC’s System 2 can easily turn 
your A/V components into an 
extraordinary home theater. 
System 2 is comprised of a pro- 
fessional edition Dolby Pro 
Logic preamplifier, two audio- 
phile-quality amplifiers and a 
unique powered subwoofer. 

System 2 is flexible and pow- 
erful enough to allow you to use 
your existing speakers or add 
new speakers as needed. Sys- 
tem 2’s preamplifier has built-in 
special calibration circuits 
allowing you to balance all six 
speakers’ sound pressure level 
to within 1 dB of each other. 

In creating System 2, 
AMC’s first design priority was 
to engineer a professional edi- 
tion Dolby preamplifier that 
guarantees every movie 
soundtrack is reproduced 
without distortion. Although 
this might seem obvious, these 
distortions are actually com- 
monly found in entry-priced 
home theater components. 

The ultimate result is that 
with System 2, you can play 
your favorite films’ soundtracks 
in state-of-the-art Dolby Pro 
Logic or, when needed, offer 
decorrelation for stereo signals. 
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The System 2 preamps will be 
upgradable to THX-controller 
status or can be purchased 
with THX-ready controls. 

For more information, con- 
tact AMC at 1-800-321-6396 or 
Reader Service #149. 


High-Tech 
Musicians 


Desktop Music presentation 
specialist Edirol Corporation 
has opened up new ways to 
interactively enjoy music with 
a computer, whether the user 
can play a traditional musical 
instrument or not. 


The company has launched 
a direct marketing program to 
provide “bundled” music soft- 
ware and high-quality sound 
synthesizer cards and modules 
designed to be connected to a 
computer. These user-friendly 
packages put almost anyone 
into the “virtual music produc- 
er’s seat.” This music can be 
printed, played or recorded 
onto video presentations. 

Edirol Corp. is a division of 
Edirol International which is a 
worldwide corporation provid- 
ing software and hardware for 
music enthusiasts. For more 
information, call 1-800-380- 
2580 or use Reader Service #150. 





TUBE OR PROJECTION—THE BIGGEST TV 
SCREENS AND THE BIGGEST SELECTION! 


TOSHIBA 


POWERVIDEO HAS AN ALL STAR LINE-UP OF FRONT 
SCREEN PROJECTORS WITH IMAGES UP TO 250 INCHES. 
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Powervideo has all the famous 
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A great 
combination: MX-1 
Editor/Mixer & TM 2000 Titler 


Panasonic 
A new star combination: 
WJ-AVE7, 
and the 

WJ-AVEI Titler 





























Score big with 









LARGEST AUTHORIZED 
DEALER IN NORTH AMERICA 
FOR ALL PRODUCTS WE SELL 


All products are factory sealed — 
no demos or refurbished goods. 


Overnight service also available. A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 
No surcharge for check, money 


order, C.0.D. or creditcard, 1-800-877-2900 


Al — prices are for mail order only 
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Choose from 
GR-AX37, GR-AX75, & GR-AX70 









ASK ABOUT OUR 2, 3 AND 5 YEAR EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACT WITH MAINTENANCE 








Call for VM-H71, 
VM-H57, VM-H59, & VM-H38 
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PVIQ304 Call | GRAX30 = Call 
PVIQ404 Call |GRSV3 Call 
PVIQ504 Call | GRAX37_— Call 
PVIQ604 Call | GRAX70 = Call 
PV54 Call | GRAX75 = Call 
PVS64 Call_| GRSZ7 Call 


| Canon | SHARP. 


ES1000 


CC547 Call 
PRO843 Call 
PRO845 Call 


HRS6900 
HRS4700 
HRVP710 
HRVP618 
HRVP612 
HRJ610 


PVS4480 = Call 
PV4464 Call 
PV4462 Call 
PV4461 Call 
PV4451 Call 
PV4401 Call 
PV2401 Call 


@ PIONEER’ Laser Disc 
CLDD703_ Call | CLDV820 Call 
CLDD503_ «Call _| CLDV720_= Call 
CLDM403_ Call | CLDS303 = Call 
CLDA100 Call | CLDS201 Call 
A/V Receiver Home Speakers 
JVC, KENWOOD, BOSE, INFINITY, 
PIONEER, TECHNICS | ADVENT, PINNACLE 

& OTHERS 


Televisions | Mini Systems 
RCA 13” - 35” PIONEER, KENWOOD 
We Carry A Full Line of 
Car Stereos, Radar Detectors, Home CD 
Players, Tape Decks 


CALL FOR PRICES ON MODELS 
AND BRANDS NOT LISTED 


HRS: MON.-SAT. 9 AM - 7 PM E.S.T. 
Prices exclude shipping & handling. Not responsible for typo- 
graphical errors. We accept MasterCard, VISA, American 


LESA Discover, and C.0.D. 

WHOLESALE CONNECTION 

We iy FEDEX| 63-48 108th Street 
& U.P.S. Forest Hills, NY 11375 


Circle 36 on Reader Service Card. 
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so limited. Only the Sharps offer manu- 
al override of the autofocus—and that’s 
only accessible viaan onscreen menu. 

The FX730V came out best in our 
autofocus test, locking in after a slight 
bit of focus hunting (pulsing back and 
forth in search of the correct setting) 
under both normal and low-light condi- 
tions. The 8mm ViewCam takes a little 
more time to focus than the Sony, but 
also locks in after a few seconds, even 
on medium-contrast subjects in low 
light. 

The Hi8 ViewCam’s autofocus, 
however, has an unfortunate tendency 
to hunt, especially on medium-contrast 
subjects and/or in low light. If it can’t 
lock in on a focus after about 15 sec- 
onds, it will actually zoom out until it 
can! Suffice it to say that none of the 
participants considered this feature 
beneficial. 

Neither of the fixed-focus cam- 
corders we reviewed did especially well 
with nearby objects when their zooms 
were engaged. At six feet, the focus on 
both the Snap and the SystemMax was 
decidedly soft-which couldn't always be 
discerned by viewing through the LCD, 
especially in low-light or bright sunlight 
situations. 


BATTERY LIFE 

The most significant fact our bat- 
tery tests proved was just how much the 
LCDs cut battery life. The camcorders 
we could test with the LCD screens 
both on and off showed, across the 
board, a significant increase in battery 
life when the LCDs were not 
engaged—anywhere from half again as 
much in the case of the FX730V, to 
nearly double for the Snap. Neither of 
the ViewCams allow the option of 
switching the LCDs off, which is logical, 
as both lack a second viewfinder. 

The results can be seen in the 
accompanying chart. In all cases, our 
battery test results were higher than 





those listed in the camcorders’ operat- 
ing manuals. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that our battery test did not 





include engaging the autofocus or zoom 
lenses, or shooting under variable light- 
ing conditions. 

With the exception of the 
Handycam Snap, which uses a lithium- 
ion battery, all camcorders come with 
NiCad batteries. Both the Sharp Hi8 
and Sony’s FX730V come with the larg- 
et, two-hour rated battery, while the 
Sharp 8mm and the Snap come with 
one-hour rated batteries. 


FEATURES AND ERGONOMICS 

We'll go through this section by 
camcorder, starting with each model’s 
features, followed by a look at its 
ergonomics, then overall impressions by 
the panel. We should note that all the 
camcorders require a viewing hood for 
use in bright sunlight; it’s an extra-cost 
option on all but the Snap. 

e Sharp Hi8 VL-H400U: 8x zoom, 
autofocus with onscreen manual over- 
ride, programmed auto exposure 
modes, shutter speeds to 1/10,000-sec- 
ond, auto white balance with lock, 
backlight compensator, electronic 
image stabilization, letterbox-style 16:9 
mode, digital effects (still, strobe and 
fade), external mic and headphone 
jacks, and S-video/video/stereo audio 
input/output jacks, four-inch LCD 
monitor and infrared remote. 

This was the largest and blockiest 
camcorder tested. Brent, Janeen and | 
found it difficult to hold steady while 
shooting for long periods of time. | also 
noted that the swivel unit housing the 
lens was especially vulnerable to tipping 
when I used either the record switch or 
the zoom, which are directly behind the 
lens. Stewart, however, felt it was “the 
most comfortable to hold and shoot, by 
some distance, of all the camcorders.” 
Even panel members who complained 
about the size and weight had to admit 
it was ergonomically friendly. 

“In terms of design,” Stewart com- 
mented, “this is my dead-on favorite. If 
it wasn’t for the image quality, this 
would be my first choice in a consumer- 
type camcorder.” Brent more-or-less 
concurred, referring to the H400U as “a 
very workable design marred by a so-so 
picture.” He liked the fact that it had 
mic and headphone jacks, and thought 
that “the digital effects are kind of fun” 
and that the “big screen would be great 
for watching movies on 8mm tape.” 

e@ Sharp 8mm VL-E36U: 8x zoom, 
autofocus with onscreen manual over- 
ride, programmed auto exposure 
modes, auto white balance, backlight 
compensator, external mic and ear- 
phone jacks, A/V output through 1/8- 
inch jack, three-inch LCD monitor and 
infrared remote. 

Smaller, lighter and more rectangu- 
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lar than its Hi8 sibling, this ViewCam 
earned high marks from panel members 
who found the H400U difficult to use. 


Janeen remarked that it was ~~ easier on 
my arms than the Hi8...fits my hands 
much better, and is much lighter.” 
Brent commented on its “great fee” and 
called it “much more comfortable than 
the Hi8.” I felt that the smaller, lighter 
ViewCam also had a more stable swivel 
lens housing. While it was easy to pivot 
if desired, I didn’t feel I would knock my 
shot off-balance every time I went to 
record or zoom. Stewart disagreed. “I 
found it too small for my grip,” he said. 
“Tt didn’t feel as comfortable or pleasur- 
able to hold.” 

“A no-hesitation recommendation 
for fun, casual shooting,” said Brent. 
Stewart, however, “felt it wasn’t as nice- 
ly finished as the Hi8 version. It doesn’t 
have the same beautiful feeling of 
design inevitability that I get from the 
H400U.” Even so, he praised this model 
for its tape carriage mechanism, calling 
it “less awkward to access than the side- 
loading Hi8,” and its external mic and 
headphone jacks. “These are definite 
positives,” he stated. 

e Sony CCD-FX730V: 12x zoom, 
autofocus (no manual override), pro- 
grammed auto exposure modes, auto 
white balance, backlight compensator, 
external mic and headphone jacks, 
video/stereo audio input/output jacks, 
LANC edit control jack, three-inch 
LCD monitor that switches on when 
folded out, black-and-white viewfinder 
and infrared remote. 

“This looks like a conventional 
shoe-type camcorder,” Lance pointed 
out, “unless you open the LCD monitor 
hinged to the front of the left side.” It 
has “a solid feel to it,” said Stewart, 
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adding that “the controls are straight- 
forward, and will be familiar to those 
who have used a Sony before. Janeen, 
however, could not reach the zoom 
comfortably, and felt it was too heavy. 
“My right hand is too small to hold the 
camcorder with ease,” she said. 

Stewart, Brent and I all liked the 
blending of traditional camcorder 
ergonomics with the LCD screen, with 
Stewart referring to it as a “good hybrid 
of old technology and new.” While 
Brent called it “a really enjoyable cam- 
corder to use” and praised its “great 
design, useful features and solid perfor- 
mance,” he confessed that he’d rather 
own the Sharp 8mm. 

e@ Sony CCD-SC5 Handycam Snap: 
fixed-focus 4mm lens with 12mm slid- 
ing telephoto adaptor, autoexposure, 
auto white balance, external mic and 
earphone jacks, 1/8-inch video/audio 
output jack, three-inch LCD monitor 
with hood, LCD on/off switch, optical 
viewfinder and infrared remote. 

“The ergonomics are great,” Brent 
said, “I thoroughly enjoyed shooting 
with this camcorder.’ He added, 
though, that “with no control over any- 
thing, you can’t expect much more than 
recognizable images and _ sound.” 
Stewart agreed, saying that “despite 
some shortcomings, this is my first 
choice for the ‘fun’ camcorder of the 
shootout. 

Not having to worry about focus is a 
nice change.” Janeen and | weren't 
nearly as taken with its “video 
Brownie” aspects. However, Janeen 
noted that “the telephoto adaptor gives 
the Snap the feel of a My First Sony 
product.” 

Overall, the Snap was Brent’s and 
Stewart’s “guilty pleasure’—a no-frills 
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LCD camcorder that’s extremely easy 
to use. “I wish this camcorder were Hi8 
and waterproof,’ Stewart remarked, 
while Brent confessed, “I’m torn. I like 
this camcorder very much, but with its 
below-average picture and sound, it’s 
difficult to recommend. For certain 
people, it would be perfect.” 


FACE-OFF FINALE 


Most of our panelists agreed that 
the best models, overall, for everyday 
videographers were Sharp's VL-E36U 
ViewCam and Sony’s CCD-FX730, 
with the caveat that the Sony’s tape 
transport is loud enough to be picked 
up by its microphone, so an external 
mic should be used whenever possible. 

While most panelists felt that the 
picture and sound quality of the Sharp 
VL-H400U Hi8 ViewCam were lower 
than expected, and that the design was 
uncomfortable for long-term shooting, 
they agreed that it possesses a number 
of high-end features that make it 
extremely useful for the serious video 
hobbyist. 

All also agreed that the Sony 
Handycam Snap is, mediocre sound 
and picture aside, so easy to use that its 
a perfect choice for people who want 
nothing more from their camcorder 
than video “happy snaps.” 

All four of these camcorders war- 
rant recommendation-to distinct types 
of users. For a serious videographer, the 
Snap would be a disaster. And for casu- 
al family video, the VL-H400U would 
cost plenty, but deliver few real benefits. 
But reverse these situations-put the 
Snap in the hands of a casual shooter, 
and the VL-H400U in the camcorder 
bag of a moderately serious shooter 
—and everyone would be happy. 5 
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PROJECTORS 


continued from page 55 


Dallas). Every year, INFOCOMM hosts 
a projector shootout, where manufac- 
turers display their wares next to the 
competition. All use the same brand 
and model of screen and the same pro- 
gram material, and all are tweaked by 
the manufacturers’ technicians. 


MAKING THE GRADE 

Much of the quality of a front-pro- 
jected picture rests in the setup of the 
projector, so you can’t make absolute 
judgments based on a single viewing of 
a single projector. (Although as the 
Imaging Science Foundation’s Joel 
Silver pointed out during the shootout, 
“The same guys who set up the projec- 
tors here are often the ones training the 
dealers, so this may well represent the 
quality a consumer can expect.”) 

Still, the INFOCOMM shootout 
showed how much difference a good 
setup can make—the Sony projectors 
in the shootout looked far too dim, 
while the projctors in the Sony booth 
looked terrific. 

That said, here’s a tip sheet on some 
of ‘94’s hottest projectors. It’s based on 
this year’s INFOCOMM shootout and 
on my experience with products 
reviewed in Video Magazine. 

@ Video Grade. For cheapskates like 
myself, this year’s most exciting video 
projector is Zenith’s Pro851X. At 
$3,500, the Pro851X is probably the 
least expensive CRT front projector you 
can buy. Rumor has it that the Pro851X 
has been tweaked to solve the mild 
problems of its predecessor, the 
PV890X. 

The 851X can produce pictures 
from five to 10 feet diagonally, and 
comes with a universal remote control 
that also operates cable boxes and 
VCRs. Zenith’s projectors are well- 
established favorites of middle-income 
home theater nuts who want a big pic- 
ture at a small price. 

You can probably find experienced 
owners on the various online electron- 
ics forums who can suggest cool tweaks. 
Companies like Runco, Ampro, Image 
Amplification and GE have built pro- 
jectors based on Zenith chassis, with 
tweaks and minor upgrades. 

The least-expensive video-grade 
projector that produces a decent image 
is Sharp’s $2,000 XV-P10U, which is a 
portable, nine-pound,  single-panel 
LCD model. The picture quality isn’t 
amazing, but I’ve enjoyed watching the 
XV-P10U at picture sizes of from four 
to six feet. Fuji, Sony and Panasonic 





also make small, inexpensive LCD pro- 
jectors, but they’re really appropriate 
only for presentations—the picture 
quality of such models is insufficient for 
home theater. 

The best video-grade projectors 
cost from $6,000 to $9,500. We loved 
Sony’s video-grade VPH-1000Q when 
we Videotested it (March ‘92), and its 
successor, the $6,195 VPH-1001Q, 
looks even better. It adds an infrared 
remote control, an improved comb fil- 
ter to help eliminate dot crawl, and a 
16:9 mode for widescreen movies. Two 
other INFOCOMM standouts in the 
video-grade category are Panasonic’s 
$9,350 PT-B1O10UF and Mitsubishi’s 
$7,200 VS-1202. 

Vidikron’s $7,995 Crystal One 
(“Videotests,” Sept.) was a no-show at 
INFOCOMM, but we like it, and we 
hear it’s winning the hearts of many 
home theater fans. Although it only 
accepts 15.75-kilohertz signals, it uses a 
line interpolator, which is similar to a 
line doubler, to rid the picture of scan 
lines. 

e Data and Graphics Grades. When 
I attended INFOCOMM three years 
ago, many of the projectors in these cat- 
egories looked mediocre. But this year, 
both categories were much more com- 
petitive. Almost all the CRT projectors 
looked terrific; the differences between 
them were very subtle. There were only 
a few LCD entries, which couldn’t 
match the contrast and detail of the 
CRT units. 

Perhaps the most surprising recent 
entry in data-grade projectors is Sharp’s 
XV-S90U, a $9,995 LCD model. It’s 
based on the XG-E800, a professional 
model introduced last year, but it’s 
much brighter—it uses a 250-watt lamp 
instead of a 150-watter. The projector 
has a built-in line doubler, so like the 
Vidikron Crystal One, it produces a pic- 
ture virtually free of visible pixels and 
scan lines. The advantage of the XV- 
S90U is that it will take signals from 
stand-alone line doublers and comput- 
ers with S-VGA video cards. 

I’ve heard some installers say that 
Runco’s latest projector, the $35,000 
IDP 990, is one of the best video pro- 
jectors ever to be available. It offers a 
maximum scan rate of 91 kHz, and 
Runco maximized clarity and light out- 
put by using nine-inch CRTs and new 
lenses. But for most consumers, the 
$17,995 IDP900, a smaller projector 
with seven-inch tubes, will be more 
practical. I’ve seen the 900 and the 990 
several times and have always been 
impressed. 

I first saw Ampro’s data- and 
graphics-grade projectors used in Cello 
Music & Film Systems’ New York City 

continued on page 98 
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LECT OOMIE RAILS 
ww THE VIDEO lay ant ap EA PES, Gad 


See , 800-323-2525 1984-1994 


maze 

Wwe KNOW pane io 10-12 Charles St, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 Now Toll-Free in Candas 
OUR STUFF 

staff of courteous, informative, 
sales professionals Compact JXSV55 


WE ARE HERE Video Titler 
TO SOLVE YOUR 5 Storey 
PROBLEMS ep, Rais Ultimate 
from hook-up to operation it ° S-VHS 


10 DAY MONEY 6 aj Oe i ig ip erengh 
BACK 30 DAY a enter 


TRADE-IN The only production center that combines: §ALE § 99" S-VHS/Hi8 
GUARANTEE IXT6G * SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 3 Color Titler 
POLICY * HI Fl STEREO AUDIO MIXER ¥ The world's easiest to use color titler! 
The lowest priced titler ever offered! * SVHS COLOR PROCESSOR all in one easy to use unit! Generates its own title screens for quick 


TECHNICAL Features 4 type sizes, 8 page memory, ReatAvallables & easy title creation. * 8 colors/4 sizes 
scroll and zoom in/out. Plus, it works with z f Ff $ 00 * 10 pages memory * Fade in/out & 
ADVICE HOTLINE all formats including S:VHS! AC/DC JXS300 Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (3in/3out) 249 ScrollititiessStandardisteskevoad 


516-759-1943 SALE $419 6: +149) JXS700 Deluxe Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (7in/4out) 


call Phil or Gary 960 lines resolution & 2 signal paths. sag9” (reg $249) 





Features new modern 
design with titanium 
finish. Includes ultra- 
smooth fluid pan 
head, gear drive & 


‘ positive elevation 
Professional center column. 


Digital Effects | Height59” 
enerator 
SFX5 $4975 


FX-L — * Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 


Video Ed/it by adding full motion or still PIP 
Automatic Control L Editor & Special SED-IR sintoece Are F SUNPAK 
Effects Generator for under $300 : * Strobe High, medium & low speeds 

IR Auto Ed/it * Multiscreen Display 4 or 9 still frames on one Cordless VideoLight 
The SFX-L automatically edits your home Shiver! aad Wrote Ath screen. PLUS any 1 frame can be in full motion | with Auto Sensor, 
videos with professional color fades and itancte Infra-Red Editor lets ° Mosaic 2 sizes & POS/NEG Zoom & Tilt Head. 


ph mops pe Ait 0698 ae you perform glitch free straight © Paint Dramatic color posterization Includes battery & 
R 5 ‘i cuts or fade to black between e Audio Mixer charger 

screen display lists the in and out points, scenes. Dual IR control of both F - 

the special effects that have been selected playback & record deck makes : : BO eN 

and the elapsed time of your video. Perform editing a breeze. Edit your video y videolight CZ-200A 

clean cut assembly edits or one scene at a time while using i 


choose exciting wipe $299" the built in audio mixer to create 


eerie pideling ves an exciting soundtrack. : 0 | Remote 

mixer, mic, and Y/C for SVHS/Hi8. $449" (reg 349) at 

Pan/Tilt 
Head 





AP-200W 
LED6S Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s pan head, 
lace on tripod & get in the action with everyone 
NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs sisal Infra-red signe controls pan & tilt casters 
ith LED Indicators \ acht 
wi zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi & 


$qQ°5 
No memory batteries offer a full charge everytime! Carefree- LEDG5- 6-DAH Runs Cancorden appigreacete 69 Canon camcorders. Powered by $4 ag 
No Worry!! Available for all major LED1.00- 10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. $995 6v battery (not included). 

brands. Call with your model #. (reg °49%) Also available: LAG5- 6.5AH 12v $69°° Optional 20 ft remote sensor cord $19° 


AJAZDEN “| eb 
Mic Mixer — ae Lifetime Warranty 


R ‘d and mi 
TWO stn ae 3 a y age gt yt eth 


Ultra-high 
capacity 
(2700mAh) 
provides up 
to 2.5 hrs. 
for 8mm 
and VHS-C 
camcorders 
from Sony, 
Pana, JVC, 
and Sharp. 


RB-80UL 














sources, while —, 
ite shooting! Connect ECZ990 HS7V 


2 mics plus a Zoom Headse’ 
SYSTEMS background music to $495 AMS | microphone Boom Mic 


B Picks up sound Add narration 


WLXPRO | in front without as you're 


j | side noises. video taping! 
Professional 2 position Monitor 


VHF Wireless zoom/wide camcorder 
Mic System angle. audio. 




















Now you can use two wireless mics at the same time! 
The new Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver automatically mixes i 
the sound from both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 200" Range sALEsOO”™ sae g* 


system for your needs. Complete systems $ g” 
including WR2PRO and two wireless mics. $399. up. 14 NEW! 


, WHXPRO-Wireless 
WR2PRO receiver * 4 BQ’ Handheld VHF Pro Mic System °f #9? REG.S69% 

















Circle 41 on Reader Service Card. 



























West's Largest Photo & 
Video Camcorder Dealer! 






























ORDER 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


MON- ERI: 64M -7PmM SAT: 64M -6PM 
SUNDAY: 8AM - 5PM 


Mail Order Division Hours Only (PST) 


No Credit Card Surcharge! 


! 


All Equipment is Brand 
New and Fully Guaranteed 


ide 


nwi 


Located in the Historic 

Camera World Building 
in Downtown 

Portland, Oregon 

















Canon Canon lious | gl | |S Hitachi 
ES-1000 —_—s E0s-4 hb | 4 Gr- ro ; VM-H71A 






w/ 5 Year 
USA Warranty 


am — Canon 
TODAY'S, AUTHORIZED DEALER} 


The Camera World ‘gga t 
of Oregon Commitment 
INTEGRITY * LOW PRICES 





WEATHER. 
RESISTANT 






B+ PRICES INCLUDE JVC USA WARRANTY 
MINI Hi-Fi STEREOS | 








BD ie - 66 The people [at Camera World] a ‘i ) \ 
Parca esmemegre are friendly, energized and customer | 4 : \} qi! 
GR-AX30 Nei aos Spat eng y Py is sage of 
GR-AX37 f NeW! Multi-Brand Rmt. the type of people worl ing t ere, 
bi Bete a then | look forward to doing business 
with you again in the future. ?? 


Most Orders At Your Door by 3 Business Days Natio 







8mm CAMCORDERS A 
ES70 New! 12x zoom Le & Accessories 


Es500 New! Color View. 
Hi-8 CAMCORDERS 









GR-AX75* _—_— Dig. Image Stablz. 
GR-SZ1* — S-VHS-C * New Low Price! 
GR-SZ7* New! S-VHS-C 


JEREMY 


















































































«Comes with JVC case Thanks to Garry Wolfe, Aberdeen, MD for his letter of April 7, 1994 A1 Digital Hi-8. 10x Zm. 
RX-815VTN Dolby® ProLogic L2 RC Time Code 
A cia cpegmee aN RX-715VTN Dolby®Protogic | Call us today and find out why MORE THAN 75% of £S1000 0.1S., Built-in Light 
HR-S6900 S-VHS veR+ | RX‘SI5VTN Dolby® Prolog our orders are from repeat customers or referrals! 
; XL-509TN  6+1 Remote LCD Canon 
VIDEO RECORDERS XL-F211TN 5 CD Carousel Hi-Band 8mm Camcorder 
HR-J210 New! | XL-F211TN 5 CD Carousel 
HR-J410 New! | XL-MC100 100 CD Auto Chngr aes ES1000 
HR-VP412 New! 4Hd*VCR+ | TD-W709TN Dual A/R Cass ' | = + Hil / CL250: 
HR-VP606 VCR+*Jog/Shuttle | TD-W309TN — Dual A/R Cass. i : AR vi 3" to 41 : ] 250mm Super 


HR-VP612 New! Hi-Fi * Jog SX-SW10 VBK Sub Woof/2 Sat. 
HR-VP618 New! 4-Hd,Hi-Fi | SX-SC1VBK Center/Rear Spk 
HR-VP710 4Hd, Hi-Fi, FEH | SP-xS6BK Column Speakers 


Telephoto Lens * 


Color Televisions 
£ * 10x VAP Lens for L2 


























A/V SWITCHERS —_| ini-bisc Recorder Big Screen + Extender CL-2x 
JX-$300 \V Selector #XIMD1 See Projection TVs 
JX-S700 AV Selector |* Peart) sisi i e 
JX-SV55___- Video Editing Process. | * JO9 dial Shi, * : : r q 
ieaeceerioe iat LL : + Wide Aspect Color Viewfinder Recharger 
CALL FOR MORE JVC PRODUCTS! A i : Ratio TVs Optical image Stabilizer | (MC-100) 
4 e * 12x power zoom lens ¢ Car Battery 



















for 
mi S * Hi-Fi stere id 
PIONEER “ii Sa TV / VeR Ceerse sm cesyel charger (CB-100) 
é ee Combinations CALL FOR PRICE More Canon Video 


AUTHORIZED DEALER PRICES INCLUDE PIONEER USA WARRAD Accessories Available 
STILL VIDEO CAMERAS 


RC-360 










4 Poo 


WE SHIP NATIONWIDE! + CALL FOR MODELS & PRICES 


SHARP 


AUTHORIZED DEALER * PRICES INCLUDE SHARP USA WARRANTY 
af 8mm CAMCORDERS 
"LCD Monitor 
4” LCD Monitor 
















RC-570 
RC-360 RC-570 
RE-650 RP-420 
RP-733 FP-510 
RV-311 


CALL FOR MORE CANON PRODUCTS! 


YY VIDEONICS 














The new CLD-D703 delivers the LASER KARAOKE 


ultimate in picture and sound | e,p.y7q9 Direct CD Play 


quality, ensuring jitter-free % “Gj 
images and picture-perfect clar- BER une por eine Fay 


ity. Auto reverse, jog & shuttle y I 
control. CLK heey All-in One Unit 


LASER DISC PLAYERS 


CLD-S201 Jog/Shuttle 
CLD-DM403_—_w/ Karaoke Mic 


CLD-503 Auto Reverse New! KER 
CLD-D703 Digital still New! | ma-3 Karaoke Adapter 


CALL FOR MORE PIONEER PRODUCTS! 


© HITACHI 


AUTHORIZED DEALER # PRICES INCLUDE HITACHI USA WARRANTY 


VHS CAMCORDERS 















































VL-H400U..._HI8, Hi-Fi, 4” LCD 
VHS CAMCORDERS 


VL-L490U 12x Zoom 
VL-L64U 12x. w/soft case 


ASK ABOUT SHARP REBATES! 


er Ik 


AUTHORIZED DEALER # INCLUDES RCA USA WARRANTY 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
CC-190 Digital Stabilizer 
CC-603 12x Zoom 
CC-604 12x, Color Viewfndr. 










Ad Prices Effective Through November 10* 















The Videonics Digital Video Mixer is a four-input 


Mil ae evallanity VHS VIDEOCASSETTE ductions switcher, mixer, frame synchronizer/TBC (Time 
by tae ala SUBEE HS | RECORDERS Base Corrector) and special effects generator, Broadcast 
VARESE NER COLE Smm CAMCORDERS | yprs27 New! 2 Head quality video (13.5 MHz, 8-bit, 4:2:2, 4 x subcarrier oversam- 
P Ni | ve j pling) meets FCC broadcast specifications. Over 200 video 
VIDEO ORDE! ro 808 lew! 8xZoom | VR-503 New! 4 Head te is 
VIDEO RECORDERS Pro 843 42xZoom | VR-538 New! 4Hd. VCR+ effects, including picture-in-picture and Chroma key, 






Pro 845 New! Color View. VR-603HF New! 4Hd. Hi-Fi Manual transitions using T-bar or 9 speed auto. 





VHS CAMCORDERS VR-610HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
cc-413. New! 12x,DSP | VR-674HF New! Front AV 'M-2000: TITLEMAKER 
CC-547 24x, Color View VR-721HF New! Super VHS 7 2 te 2000 





The Video Title maker 2000 is a technological 


CALE FOR MORE RCA PRODUCTS! breakthrough In video character generators. 


VT-M181_—_ Easy Guide Menu 


Driver’s License, Address 
(No P.O. Box) and Telephone Number 











VT-M281 4 Head It delivers high-resolution titles in over a million 
8mm_ CAMCORDER: VT-M284 New! 4 Head colors with 92 font/size combinations and 36 styles. 

VARESEA Pan ae au VT-F380 New! 4 Head, Hi-fi It holds 8000 characters on hundreds of pages, with lithium 
: VM-ESSA Rated #1 VT-F381. 4 Hd. Hi-Fi. VCR+ 8mm-VHS DUAL DECK VCR battery backup. Its full keyboard supports special charac- 

VM-E56A 46x, E.1.S. | VT-F382 New! 4 Head, Hi-fi With Go-Video's dual decks, ters. Titlemaker 2000 has many advanced features, including 
> VM-E58A 16x, E.1.S. VT-S772A S-VHS, 5 Hd. you can copy your 8mm od patterns, see-through video effects, multi-directional scroll 

VM-H57A —Hi-8, E.1.S., CLVF tapes to VHS at the touch and crawl, fades and wipes, and much more. 
3 VM-H59A _— Hi-8, E.1.S., CLVF TV/VCR COMBO “ of a button! 

VM-H71A = Hi8,Wthr Resist. | 20VR2B 20" Monitor Also Available: VHS-VHS Dual Deck VCRs GV-80202 MANY MORE MODELS AVAILABLE 
= CALL FOR MORE HITACHI PRODUCTS! CALL FOR MORE GO-VIDEO INFORMATION & PRICES 


Prices are good for Mail Order orders only (subject to suppliers price changes). Shipping and handling are extra. Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization 
only (call Customer Service for a Return Authorization Number). Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% if box has been opened. 

















1-800-720-8939 mrovon ¢ 
kip (PST) 40 
CALL TOLL FREE (503) 227-6008 


Bill-Sales | Landon-Sales Bruce-Sales Allison-C.S. Barney-C.S. 


Hitachi * i | ag Ni y Hitachi 


@ vw-esea VM-E27008 
















C.S. = Customer Service 








Rob-Sales  Freda-Sales  Dave-Sales 
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soquiny auoydajay pue (xog ‘O'd ON) 









w/5 Year 
USA Warranty 





SON Y 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


Video Camcorders « Hi-Fi Stereo Audio 
Components * Video Cassette Recorders 
Walkman e Discman « Telephones ¢ Radios 
TVs - 3" to Big Screen * Watchman 
Portable TVs * Mini Hi-Fi Bookshelf Stereo 
Systems ¢ World Band Radio Receivers 
Mini Disc Players Laser Disc Players « Laser, 
Karaoke * My First Sony (For Children) ¢@ ALL 


TODAY's 


PHILIPS warranty [tills 
PRIORITY SERVICE 


For Worry-Free Protection of 
your valuable equipment! 


2,3 & 5 Year Service Available 
Ask us for Details 









DELIVERY 
INA FLASH! 


Most Orders At Your Door by 
3 Business Days Nationwide! 








































editors lenses | 







LIGHT NBG _| POWER PRODUCTS 







































screen without 
any further pro- 
cessing of the 
film. S-VHS, Hi8 
compatible 


BOOKSHELF STEREO SYSTEMS 
WORLD BAND RADIOS 
CD BOOMBOXES 









i4Kenko 
WALKMAN TAMRON | etekina ecko 
: 4 i) kid rofessi 
Discman ae eeien Call For Best Prices! . Tm Adjustable 
DAT WALKMAN on your TM \ ° caanaiio Wor 
mics | GITZO SLIK | chanaingiisht 








bogen Velbon 













TELEPHONES Pictures * WMS-Pro PHOTO & VIDEO TRIPODS 
ANSWERING MACHINES ks Hk Ba A Ee Ne : 

MINI DISC RECORDER/PLAYERS on your VCR *WR2-Pro ¢ ‘TUNDRA 880 Power Pro Belt System 

LASER DISC PLAYERS and eared ee Campak 3-5 hrs. of power 





xOL JOQUIaAON YBnosy 8ANnDajJy S8DUd PY 





into 
your videos! 


* No more hassling with 

| NADY | 6V Discharger/ changing batteries during 
151 VR/LT Rapid Charger/ a long shoot! 

Wireless lav. mic TESTER CALL FOR MORE! 


system. 120 dB ee 


dynamic range. For 8mm & VHS-C Batteries 
Up to 200 eet FUJI 





° CAM-3 











CALL FOR PRICES & INFO 


if OLE DE LED - CHIZEN | range * Discharges battery to 
| G jtamrac eliminate “memory effect”. 
i CITIZEN | * Allows for P401uU LCD video Projector 












P701U LCD Video Projector 





recharging 


PHOTO & VIDEO 
















from the 
GADGET BAGS [_CITIZEN ] lighter 
= MONITORS receptacle in 
LCD COLOR your car or : 
SCREENS froman AC vipgouchTs (J 
(camcorder wall outlet Auto CV-300 
not included) CZ-200 Auto 


























M329 Mark I M938, T740 $ 5 , CZ-200_ 
12V Car Adapter 44° Powercombo | Readylite 10 


AC Adapter TV Tuner ll T700 Auto Pan Head i 
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WEST'S LARGEST | oO YMP 
VIDEO CAMCORDER | LS US 
& PHOTO DEALER! | New IS-10! 

Many More 
Olympus 
Models to 
Choose From! 

MINOLTA AF SLR BODIES NIKON AF SLR BODIES AUTOFOCUS SLR BODIES s contacro inte as 

2 * Maxxum 3xi x about N6006 AF CALL PZ-10 1st Power Zoom SLR! | , peg BE Xp ' 

3 CANON AF SLR B * Maxxum 5xi AS models | N8008s AF CALL PZ-20 “Learning Function" 

= *E0S1 «Maxxum 7xi QD NSO CALL Pz-1 1/8000 sec. shutter | World Famous 

Q * EOS A2E, A2 * Maxxum 400si N90 $50 Rebate! AUTOFOCUS SLR KITS Carl Zeiss Optics 

> * EOS Elan * Maxxum 700si F4s Black CALL i . . 

) PZ-1SEop kit 75th Ann. Edition 

5 AUTOFOCUS SLR KIT ea 35mm AF COMPACTS PZ-10 Kit. w/ 28-80 pwr zm Konica 

3 * Elan 28-80 USM Kit CALL | Duotone Kit Zoom Touch 470 35-70z2m. | PZ20Kit w/28-80pwrzm |e Big Mini 

D sRebelX35-80Kit 324.85 | Beet Lite Touch Zoom New! AF 35mm COMPACTS * Big mini Zoom 

2 * Rebel XS 35-80 Kit 374.85 | © 32'y. 200 One Touch 300 New! 10Z00m 90WR All Weather |* Mermaid 

a 35mm _AF COMPACTS Maxxum 400sI ME SLR BODIES 10Z00m 110, New! | ASk About Rebates 

3 ©2115. —-38-115mm Zoom | 2-200m Kit Cc, 5| FM-2 Blk, Titanm., Chrome UC-1 0D New! 149.95 YASHIC A 

wn * 228 38-85mm Zoom | . gogsi Body ¥, Ask about Nikon Rebates 19 Zoom 928 New! 249.95 

ti) *S.S.A1  Waterprf. to 16 ft. - 35-70mm & 70-210mm Lens available through Sept. 31! 10Z00m 735 New! * Yashica T-4 

3 More CANON Products More MINOLTA Products More NIKON Products More PENTAX Products Carl Zeiss T* Lens 

q in Stock » CALL in Stock ¢ CALL in Stock * CALL in Stock ° CALL 3 Yr USA Warranty 

© 

= All returned merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. Camcorder Nov. 1994, 

o Some items are one per customer. All orders are subject to verification and acceptance. Camera World is not responsible for typographical errors. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. Videomaker October 1994 




















suite, which is probably the best home 
theater you'll ever see and_ hear. 
Ampro’s latest models, the $23,000 
3300 and the $30,000 4300, both 
impressed me at INFOCOMM. The 
4300 won my pick as the best picture of 
the show. Both handle scan rates up to 
90 kHz. The difference is that the 
4300’s nine-inch CRTs perform slightly 
better than the 3300’s eight-inchers. 
For as long as I can remember, 


Sony’s data- and graphics-grade projec- 





tors have been considered among the 
best. The company’s new data-grade 
model, the $14,910 VPH-1252, is 
already finding its way into high-end 
custom installations. Barco has also 
been a long-time favorite of custom 
installers; both of its new graphics- 
grade models, the 1209 and the 808, 
scan up to 105 kHz. 

Obviously, video projection offers 
lots of options. But I’d choose any of the 
above projectors (the inexpensive LCD 


models excepted) over any direct-view 
or rear-projection set. Front-projection 
is where it’s at for home theater. Here’s 
hoping it wins the market it deserves. = 


LIGHT VALVES = 


continued from page 54 


Instruments, which is working on a 


technology called digital micromirror 
display, or DMD. DMD uses a panel 
comprising hundreds of thousands of 
tiny aluminum mirrors, each of which is 
suspended by two microscopic hinges. 
Electrostatic force is used to twist each 
mirror up to 10 degrees in either of two 
directions to reflect or to not reflect 
light. Unlike CRTs, LCDs and light 
valves, DMD is a true digital display. 
The mirrors are on or off—there are no 
in-between settings. So how do DMDs 
achieve shades between black and 
white? By keeping the mirrors on or off 
for for only part of the duration of each 
video frame. 

Texas Instruments has created 
DMDs with pixel resolutions of up to 
2,048 by 1,152, which is good enough 
for HDTV. But TI will only supply 
DMD panels to other manufacturers. 
When can we expect the first DMD 
projectors? Maybe next year. -BB 


BETTER BEAST 


continued from page 57 


SAVE 65% 
When You Subscribe to 


VIDEO 


magazine 

















TO ENTER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-365-1008 





DISCOVER WHAT YOU'VE BEEN IVISSING — 
JUST CALL THE TOLL FREE NUIMIBER TODAY! 





turned them into. . . dinosaurs. But 
their animal motion know-how was re- 
quired throughout the film’s produc- 
tion. “The stop-motion animators 
would interact with the CG guys, ex- 
changing techniques and ideas,” says 
Tippett. “We cross-pollinated a craft.” 
Though the future of stop-motion ani- 
mation is uncertain, Tippett foresees 
more collaborations. “It’s important to 
bring traditional craftsmen into the 
computer age, because they’re the ones 
who know how to make things look 
good,” he says. 

Muren and company had two main 
problems to solve as they went about 
creating the first all-digital dinosaur. 
“We had to make it look real, not like a 
computer image or a plastic animal,” 
Muren says. “And we had to give it a 
performance and an attitude—a heart 
and soul.” The computer graphics team 
was rewarded for its breakthrough with 
what amounted to 52 separate shots in 

continued on page 108 


VIDEO is loaded with helpful know-how and 
techniques you can use to get maximum 
performance and pleasure from your home 
video equipment. 


From upgrading basic equipment to designing a 
state-of-the-art editing suite plus programming 
from music to movies, VIDEO covers it all. 


You'll be entertained, enlightened and always on 
top of the latest in equipment and prerecorded 
tapes. The price? Only $11.97 for 12 big monthly 
issues — a full 65% off the newsstand cost. 





Get convenient home delivery, a great price and unbeatable in-depth 
reviews and equipment tests from the world’s #1 magazine of home video. 

















Call Today! 
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BEACH CAMERA: 


203 Route 22 East, 03 Route 22 East, Greenbrook, NJ 08812 NJ 08812 Sina eta Or ARNG 


New York Prices.......With New England Service! 


FOR INFORMATION 1-908-424-1101 NJ a CANADA. 
24 HR FAX LINE__1-908-424-1105 CUSTOMER SERVICE 1-908-424-1103 


1-908-424-1101 


\ PUT 
GUARANTEED! 


@ 


ee 


Sunday... 
Monday 
Tuesday. 


IN 15 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


STORE HOUR: 
0:00am-7:00pm 
9:30am-9:00pm 

Oam-9:00pm 

Oam-9:00pm 
9:30am-9:00pm 
9:00am-3:30pm 

C 


TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE! 


NO TAX 1F 
SHIPPED 


OPEN 
SUNDAY | 











1x1 Zoom Stabilizer “0: 36 
12x1 350,000 pixel ........589.99 
10x1 Zoom 2 Lux... 


Hi-8mm .. 
ae ACCESSORIES . 


SHARP. 
VIEWCAM 


USA Mammafiactuaer’s ae 





HE-8 Viewcam, 4" Color LCD Screen, 
270 Variable Angle Recording 


8MM VIEWCAMS 
VLE 30.......629.99" VLE 40 
NEW! VLHL-100 
NEW! VLH-400U 
NEWI TUNER for 


SHARP VHS VCR’S 
VC-H927U Mid Drive, 4 Head HiFi.CALL| | 
VC-H925U Mid Drive Head HiFi.CALL 
VC-H922U 4 Head Hi CAL! 
VC-A527U, 525U, B20 a 


— @ Entertainment. Again. | 
USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! 


8MM CAMCORDERS 
PRO 808,809 
PRO 840,843, Us. oe PRO 93 

VHS COM T CAM Cc 
a 1 LUY, MACRO... CALL 

a 12:1, WY, RENOTE CALL 
COLORVIEW, STABILIZER, 
m1 ZOOM, 2 LWY, STABILZ 








— |PV-4451 


Panasonic 


PV-2401 
PV-4401 
PV-4411 
PV-4414 


PV-4461 
PV-4462 
PV-4464 
PV-4366 


9| |CCD TR-70..619.99 CCD FX-530 .679.99 


; CCD TR-91...CALL CCD FX-730...CALL 
g| (CCD TR-101.CALL CCD SC-5 
VX-3_ 3 CHIP, 








[eee 
PRO INDUSTRIAL 


BROADCAST & TELEVISION SYSTEM 





| USA Manufacturer's Warranty Inc Tuded! 


t| GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 


PRO INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM 
|AG-195 VHS Digital Effects. ba 95) 
|AG-455 —S-VHS, ! 
AG-187 

AG-DP800 Supercam... 

|AG-3 S-VHS-C, 3 


PRO INDUSTRIAL VCRS 
1+:289.9 


L| AG-1290 4 Head VCR... 


|AG-1970 TBC, Edit VCR. 
AG-5700 Portable AG-19 
AG-W1 Universal VCR «sss 
AG- 2530 we ae Meters... 


SONY 
| |TCK-615 
| |TCWR 445...154.99 TCWR 545 ...179.99 
AG-455 





CT-1383Y Monitor... 
PRO DIGITAL 


| WJ-MX30 Digital AV Mixer... 
EW! WJ-MX50 Chrominance Key 


t — & MITSUBISHI — 


99 | | Lapa) enn ANYTHING IS POSSIBLI 


VR 610 FLSTEREO CAL 
VR BSH Hl HAs SH OSD, BILINGUAL 

VR 538 4 HD, VCRPLUS, AV FRONT JACKS CALL 
VR 528 — 05D, VCR PLUS, 181# CHANNEL....CALL. | 
VR 507 . 4HEAD VCR AUTO EDIT. Al 
VR 503 BILINGUA! 5 AKAD... 
VR 327 2 HEAD, OSD, REMOTE 


LL ps0 CALL U69...CALL_U3B 





USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! | 


VERS 
/U100 CALL U500..CALL US9....... 
'U200.CALL U550..CALL U48 


| |Colorwriter - Titler.. 
| | 8mm Rewinder... 


AJAZDEN — 


L |WM/T Pro Handh 


SONY USA 8MM CAMCORDERS 
CCD TR-30..569.99 CCD TR-400 .949.99 
CCD TR-40..589.99 CCD TR-7001199.99 
CCD TR-61...CALL CCD FX-230 .539.99 
CCD TR-65..689.99 CCD FX-430 .589.99 


CCD TR-82..724.99 CCD FX-630 .719.99 
629.99 
CALL 


SLV-420 VCR Plus. 
SLV-620 ah Ms i be 3 
SLV- 9 SLV-920.....429.99 
SLV-770.... 308, 39 SLVR1000 ...799.99 
SONY USA RECEIVERS 

STRD-315....174.99 eee .204.99 
sieeate 9.99 S$ ae 14.299,99| | 
STRD- 9.99 STR D018. 419.99 
STRD-01i3429. 99 STRD-2090 ..549.99 


SONY USA CD PLAYERS 
CDPC-245...169.99 CDPC-345....194.99 
CDPC-445...219.99 CDPC-545....269.99) ; 
CDPC-745...299.99 CDPC-910....339.99| | 
| |CDPC-X100 1+:619,99 
USA CASSETTE 

279.99 TCWR 345 ...129.99 


TCWR R645S .. 1002 49,99 





| 5 Year USA Mimmffacttunen’s Wnrmartty/! 
| 8MM CAMCORDERS 
VN-760 Same as Sony CCD-1R700 
/VN-870 — Same as Sony CCD-FX730 
|VN-350 — Same as Sony CCD-TR82 

VN 200 Same as Sony CCD-TR40. 


L| |HR-VP612...329.99 HR-606 
HR700.. 


r Nikon. sal 


L} |VT381 6HD..CALL VT482 6 HD... CALL 
| \VT772_S-VHS, 5 HEAD. CAL! 


GR-SZ7  S-VHS<, Pixels.CALL| | 
GR-SZ1__ S-VHS-C, 410, 8 | 


GR-AX75 Image Stabilization 
GR-AX70 Color Viewfinder. 5 
GR-AX55 10:1 Zoom, Remote..... 
GR-AX37 12:1 Zoom, Fade 
GR-AX30 12:1 Zoom, Titling. 
GRM7U 11:1 Zoom, Ups 
GRS90_—‘S-VHS-C, Hifi, 8: 


VCRS 
HR-S 6900 ..589.99 HR-VP412.... 
HR-S 4900 ..519.99 HR-J610.......28 
HR-VP710...399.99 HR-J41 
HR-VP618...369.99 HR-J21 











JVC PROFESSIONAL 


USA Manufacturer's Warranty! 
PROFESSIONAL CAMCORDERS 
\GYX2U —S-VHS.... 

KY27U 3 CCD Color... 
PROFESSIONAL 

BR-S360U, BR- ar BR- stede ae 
/BR-S5000, ’BR-S80 CALL 
'TM900 TM130SU, i 
ACCESSORIES... 


-@ HITACHI a 


USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! 











OUT OF NJ! 


ips 
| 


ew Jersey re ents add 6% ales ax 


EXPRESS 
SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE! 


-@) PIONEER- 


The Art of Entertainment 


USA Ma er’s Warranty! 


RECEIVERS 
| VSX-D903S....CALL VSX-403 
|VSX-D7036... wart SX-303R 
| VSX-D603S. L SX-253R 
CALL SX-203 
ALL VSX-D2S... 
ER KARAOKE 
CALL CLD-V850 
CD PLAYERS 
CALL PD-M603 
ALL PD-M423 





| CASSETTE DECKS 

|CT-WMG2R....CALL CT-W503RS ..CALL’ 
|CT-W703RS...CALL CT-W403RS ..CALL 
/CT-W603RS...CALL CT-W103......CALL 


|_ _ LASER ACTIVE HARDWARE 
L Pac. ae CALL 


Jvc ‘AUDIO. 
USA MANUFACTURERS 
WARRANTY INCLUDED 
WITH ALL PRODUCTS! 

GUARRANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 
& BEST SERVICE 


GO.VIDEO- 


DUAL DECK VCR’S 
749.9 








| | NEW! 6V8020 SMM VHS. 


GV 3080 


| GV 3071 
| GV 3060. 


AN. 
VT282 4 HEAD, ts PLUS 
HEAD, VCR PLUS. 





GSTaaleD 
WEDDED NECESSITIES 





Discharger... 

GV AC Charg) 

| Charfer Reconditioner..... 
|SPM10 2 Battery, AC/DC 

| Screenwriter Titler... 

SEI Pro Edi 

Pro Edit 

FX Video Edit 4... 


| |Thumbs Up... 
| |Titlemaker 2000 


2s, Digital Video Mixer MX 


VIDEONICS Ss 


The Video Editing Company 


4 


Boing Box.... 
Video Equalizer. 








MICROPHONES 
| |WHX-Pro Dual Frequency... 
| WLX-Pro Hands Free 
| WR2-Pro VHF Receiver. 
WMS-Pro 250 Feet. 
| AVS-20 Selector 
WMS-200 49MHz 


wed 79.99 
149.99 
189.99 
159.99 
1.99.99 
129.99 
119.99 

|WL/T Pro Lavelier Microp! Syeds 89.99 

|EC2-990 Shotgun Microphone....69. 99) 








WIRELESS _ 
MICROPHONE 
SYSTEMS 
/151VR Wireless Microphone..126.00, 
351VR Compact 180.0 
551VR 2 Channel Pro... 
CTM-600 Uni-Directional... 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom.. 
VLM-770 Mini Lavalier 
VCM-100 Boom Microphone. 
MCM-400 Mixer... 
NHM-200 Head 


YSTEMS, 





| |GV 3030 


(GV-3020.. 3020. 


MINOLTA + 


THE BEST QUALITY FOR LESS! 
|C512 (SAME AS JVC GRAX37).. 

522 (SAME AS JVC GRAX70) 

C550 (SAME AS JVC GRAX35 

C560 (SAME AS JVC GRAX55 

C570 (SAME AS JVC GRAX75)... 

8-808 HI-BAND 8MM 

8-812 (SAME AS HITACHI VMH-59) 
8-912 (SAME AS HITACHI VMH-71) 
/8-378 (SAME AS HITACHI VME-55). 





: PAL SYSTEM 


CAMCORDERS & VCR’S 


SHARP, AIWA, AKAI 
_ FULL INVENTORY AT THE LOWEST PRICES 


VIDEDLIGHTS, PANHEABS, BATTERIES 


CALL FOR PRICING! 





‘All merchandise is brand new and tect festiPrces we quoted for Mail Order Only. 10% Deposit required for COD Orders. Please allow 3-4 weeks deliver tume for personal check orders.Exchange or Refund less Shipping and Handling within 15 days of receipt of iercharcle’ only eotumed in original mint condition with original pack 
aging and unfilled warranty cards, Please call (908) 424-1103 for Return Authorization Number before returning product. Products advertised include USA Manufacturer's Warranty. Returns are subject to a 5% Restocking Fee only if above guidelines are met. Quantities Limited. Prices Effective through November 30,1994. Prices adver- 
tised are subject to additional shipping, handling and insurance charge (Please call for details), No additional costs! No surcharge on credit cards! We are not responsible for typographical errors. Thank you for shopping with Beach! 


Ss. 4gan.2v4nnwi WSN TINnda AGNTINI F man GNVYHA SI ASIGNVHIAAM T1717 


iALNUA 











...the 
folks 


who 


Cale 


fee IT RONICS 


@ CAMCORDERS @® VCRS 
e INDUSTRIAL 

e TVs AND MONITORS 
e LASER DISC PLAYERS 

e AUDIO COMPONENTS 
e@ SPEAKERS 

@ KARAOKE 

e RADAR 


e A COMPLETE LINE OF 
ACCESSORIES 


e FREE 
DELIVERY™ 


: 
° HONEST 
PRICE 


e FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


1-800-488-8877 


[SAME IN CANADA] 





SS 











CODs & POs WELCOME 
No ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARDS 


CALL TOLL-FREE MON-FRI: 6:30AM — 7:00PM 
SaT: 7:00 AM — 6:00 PM Sun: 7:00 AM — 5:00 PM PACIFIC TIME 


New WEST ELECTRONICS @ 4120 MERIDIAN, BELLINGHAM, WA 98226 
A DIVISION OF CLARITY ELECTRONICS, LTD. 
*ON CAMCORDERS AND VCRs 


100 VIDEO NOVEMBER 1994 





Circle 45 on Reader Service Card. 








NO OTHER PROFESSIONAL VCR CAN MATCH THE AG1970's 
COMBINATION OF 

QUALITY, FEATURES 

AND PRICE. GIVE US 

A CALL TODAY TO 

FIND OUT HOW 


PANASONIC'S AG455MUP 
IS YOUR BEST CHOICE FOR 


AN AFFORDABLE PRO 

CAMCORDER. 

FROM WEDDINGS TO 

EVENTS, THE 455 HAS 

WHAT IT TAKES TO GET THE JOB DONE. 


5 
Circle 45 on Reader Service Card. NOVEMBER 1994 VIDEO 101 























IF YOU WANT 
SOMEBODY 
RIENCED IN 
SATELLITE TV 
SYSTEMS, 
TALK TO THE GUYS 
WHO’VE INSTALLED 
























They know that the FULLVIEW SYSTEM is the best way to Viewers looking for the™=™q 
get the most available in TV viewing. That's because the FULLVIEW hit movies and old classics. 
SYSTEM can beam over 35O channels directly to you — each and ~—-You name the kind of programming, and these guys have seen 


largest selection of 


News junkies. Music fans 


millions who've been 


every day. 
After millions thrilled with their choices. 
of installations, the So talk to the 


FULLVIEW SYSTEM guys guys who've got the 
FULLVIEW SYSTEM, 


e 
have seen every kind of 
sists The one that dishes up » 


who wanted the most ona whole world 


everything, = 
WS) Skyvision, Inc.’ sis 


1028 FRONTIER DRIVE Mare 
FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 % 


800-334-6455 ° 218-739-5231 








sports possible. 





See your Yellow Pages for your local Full-View Dealer or Do It Yourselfers Save $$$ with Skyvision’s FREE catalog / Buyer's Guide. 


Circle 46 on Reader Service Card. 
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High Performance Video Cards/Windows Accelerators 


Diamond - Stealth 32 2MB - VLB/PCI... ..$259.99/$249.99 
Diamond - Viper 2MB - VLB/PCI s+n819,99/339,99 
Number Nine - #9GXE64 - VLB or PCI 1MB/: OMB. «.179.99/249.99 
Matrox - MGA Ultima 2 w/2MB VLB/PCI 434.99/379.99 
Matrox - MGA Ultima 2+ w/2MB VLB/PC1... «479,99/419.99 

ATI - Graphics Xpression 2MB - VLB/PCI ++6229.99/229.99 
ATI - Graphics Ultra Pro 2MB - VLB/PCI........2...08 +279.99/269,99 


MultiMedia 16-bit Sound Cards 
Ensoniq - Soundscape 16bit 32 Voice w/CD SCALL 
Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 Value Edition.............+ 99.99 
Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 MultiCD/ASP.. ..139,00/189.99 








The Digital CineWorks 
Video Studio 


CineWorks is the exciting new software 
package that lets you produce 
videotapes and “Video For Windows” 
movies right on your desktop. This 
powerful, yet easy-to-use, tool gives you 
instant ‘non-linear’ editing and full- 
motion video, CineWorks turns your PC 
into a complete video production studio! 


ActionMedia2 (AM2) Video/Audio Accelerator Board 
ActionMedia2 Capture Option 





Painter ‘2.0 


24-bit color paint program that simulates the tools and 
textures of natural media - pencils, crayons, airbrushes, 
friskets, oils, and water color. 


Painter 2.0 for Windows $249.99 


MultiMedia 16-bit Sound Cards (Cont...) 


Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2/ASP $159.00/$199.99 
Creative Labs - AWE 32 Sound Blaster System, sdinsstn 19.09 
Turtle Beach - MultiSound 16 Monterey ...... atcesaivitceures OOa OO 
Turtle Beach - MultiSound Tahiti Hehe LOTS 
Diamond - SonicSound 16bit w/SCSI-2, CD & MIDI. iaesaiv bess eOG-0, 
Computer Video Peripherals 
Personal TBC IV VT-2600 by DPS....... ae sessenenee 199,99 
G-Lock S-VGA+ Genlock Card - ISA, Composite, YIC. ssseesseeenen 19,99 
G-Lock S-VGA+ Personal Suite Plus (w/Video Director\)............449.99 
G-Lock S-VGA+ Suite Pro (w/Prime Time CG) 1899,99 




















l MEP a Graphics Software 
Uv) yv\ Hijaak Graphics Suite 3.0 for Windows $99.99 
O & PhotoMorph 2... Bis 89.99 
Vv \D HSC - Kai's Power Tole 2, 0 oy Windows .... 119.99 
aw AL HSC - Digital Morph 2.0 for Windows. 99.99 
\ Ulead Systems - Media Studio 1.0 for Windows..... . 139,99 
Video Editing and Music/MIDI ImagePals 2.0 for Windows............. ssisasrisiese beOOO. 
Video Machine Lite $2,195.00 LEADVIEW 3.0 for Windows i CALL 
Adobe - Premiere v1.1 for WiNdOWS ........:sssccscesssecssesnesnreese 1 89.99 Pixar - Typestry 1.1 for Windows (Incredible!) f 169.99 
Video Director for Windows by Gold Disk.....c...scsssssesseecseee $29.99 Fractal Design - Painter 2.0 for Windows 249,99 
VIDEO-IT! by ATI Technologies CALL Fractal Design - Painter X2 Extensions 49,99 
SuperJAM! for Windows by Blue Ribbon Wee aren tem eae | Fractal Design - Dabbler 1.0 for Windows 64.99 
CakeWalk Home Studio MIDI for WindOWS.........::-cssssescoserescesseeee 99.99 Fractal Design - Sketcher 1.0 for Windows 54.99 


Tri-Digital - DigiClips - Royalty Free Images, Music & Anims 29.99 
IOMEGA Bernoulli Removable Media HDs 


150MB SCSI (Ext) Transportable with Disk ............0+ «++9575.00 
150MB SCSI (Int) Insider with Disk .......csscssssescossssecsnsseeesssereees 479.00 
Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150M Single..........ssssssssssscsesssssenesereens1 99.99 
5-Pack Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150M... 449,99 













* WYSIWYG 


ISH Hewitt Pusu 


Workstation class special effects for the desktop! Used ‘ Animation 
in The Shadow, Wolf, Babylon 5, Home Improvement, nf Warping 
Northern Exposure, DS9, Time Trax and more! * Morphing 


.- $359.99 


The Art of Digital Video! Record video for Windows as easy 

as using a VCR. Watch TV and teletext right on your PC 
Use live overlay and framegrabbing. Features editing, 
video out, digital FX, titling, graphics, sound and more, 
Add the M-JPEG option for hard drive non-linear editing! 





Elastic Reality for Windows.. 


HiJaak Graphics Suite v3.0 


Create, Enhance, Capture, Convert and Trace Graphics 
Features Raster to Vector Conversion! ‘ 





Movie Machine Pro for Windows 
M-JPEG Option w/ Adobe Pre' 






oo, 


More than 500 freely distributable 3D Models in 3D Studio, 
AutoCAD, Wavefront, Lightwave and Imagine formats. 


‘IMAGINE 3.0 


Graphics Software (Cont...) 


Fauve Software - Matisse for Windows Petceinne nities een 
Morph 2.5 for Windows by Gryphon 79.99 
Imagine 3.0... eee $349.99 DeluxePaint Animation Workshop........ Rituralgsn tes 1-84.99 


3D Design and CAD 


VistaPro 3.1 CD-ROM (Amazing 3D Landscapes).........:.s000+979.99 

CD-ROM Drives AutoCAD LT 1,0 for Windows Sapa tihees aivs429,99 

Chinon CDS-535 SCSI Internal Bare/Kit ..........1.:..+0000++0+-239/$279.99 AutoSketch 2.0 for Windows... wu1218.00 
Chinon CDX-535 SCSI External Bare/Kit ........cissssessssese-819/359.99 Humanoid - 3D Objects for 3D Studio/DFX or iiss sssseseree 1 49.99 
NEC - MultiSpin SCSI. 3Xi Int/3Xe Ext............. "459 99/499.99 trueSpace by Caligari - Superior 3D Interface 499.99 


NEC - CD-AT160 SCSI 16bit Interface for 3Xi, 3Xe & 2X0. +105.00 














Mitsumi 2X CD-ROM Drive FX001D Int Bare/Kit.............139.99/149.99 Clearance, Closeout and Overstocks 
Sony 2X CD-ROM CDU-33A Int Bare/Kit .......ss+0.s-200++00+-139.99/149.99 Font Axcess 2.0 for Win CD-ROM........ peated $7.99 
Home Office Executive on CD-ROM...... a icetiseneenaeh 7.99 
Micropolis 3.5” Hard Drives Lee Hinton PhotoCD Seri@s..........ccscscsssessnneesenees 29.99 
1.05Gb 4110A Taurus IDE 8.5ms $725.00 Claudio Moure PhotoCD Series............. sssscstinrctaravesel OOOO 
1.05Gb 4110 Taurus SCSI-2 8.5ms 675.00 AlfaData 3 Button Mouse “tpc. 99 or 2pc/13,99 
976MB 2210A IDE 10ms 512k Cache ...........ccsessssseesssssreesssseee? 15.00 The Healing Foods Cookbook on CD-ROM ........... sss 19,99) 
1.626Gb 2217A IDE 10ms 512k Cache ............-csssssesesees 965.00 Sporting News: 1992 Multimedia Pro Football Guide CD. 119.99 
1.05Gb 2210AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache.... iheribcae fe OOS: Exploring Earth Science: Geology, Satellites & Space CD 139.99 
1.69Gb 2217AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache.........sssssee 1,029.99 USA Today: The 90's Time Capsule Volume 1 on CD 34,99 
1,05Gb 2210 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache ........:es.ssssesssssseeeessseeer1695.00 Windows Programmers Reference on CD-ROM........... 34.99 
1,76Gb 2217 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache .......ccessssetessssssessesseresee6945,00 1993 Guinness Multimedia Disc of Records on CD-ROM.............34.99 





*Same Day Shipping applies to in-stock items only for orders placed Monday thru Friday before 6:00 pm CST 


POLICIES 
VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted. No. | 
surcharge on credit card orders. Credit card is not 
charged until order ships. $5.00 COD fee, 
only. Prices are subject to change without 
Call for current pricing. We are not responsible 
typographical errors. 15% restocking 
returned and nat exchanged for 
is responsible for return ship| 
accepted for 10 days after invoi 


pay 
= | 


UY ¢ =a fa | = =] ty a O71 


1600 322-1261 


24-Hour Order Fax: 1,217 3564312 
P.O. Box 6512 * Champaign, IL.* 61826-6512 


Customer Service 
1 217 355-2785 
M-F 9am-6pm CST 


Circle 47/on Reader Service Card. 


Business Hours 
M-F.8am-7pm-CST 
Sat’ 9am-3pm CST 


SHIPPING* 


0-5 Ibs 


Monitors. 
Computers 


UPS Air and Federal Express 
available ~ Cail for our low 
“Rates apply to orders: shipped in 





























ader Service Card. 


~ Circle 48°on Be: 











tafféNo Sal 


| 1-800-423-VCRS 


Orders 06 (8277) 
















Customer Inquiries 
and Service 








Repeat Callers 24 Hour Fax Line 


SS LE SAT SS eee 

















Authorized Sony Dealer 
Video Camcorders * VCR’s A 
Bookshelf HI-FI Systems fi 
Component Systems ¢ Telephones Boom }' 
Boxes ¢ Mini Disc 

World Band Radio * Watchman Portable TV's 
Big Screen ¢ Trinitron Home Theater 
inal en ¢ Car ao 


ha Ree CEM EN 9A 9 











Sony CCD-TR805E 
















































































Hi-8mm Camcorder 
8mm Camcorders 3 VHS-C Camcorders : 8mm Camcorders with Steady Shot! 
VME54A VMH39A a oe Hig ao he ~~ 10-204 Pro-809 Pro-883HB 
VME56A VMH56A a, Sone disaalls VHS-C #1 Lux ©40x Zoom Pro843 Pro-930 | 10x power zoom, Pop-Up 
: yt  GRAX37 GRSZ7 Wis 
VM-H38A VM-H71A Discount Prices Pro-845 i: remote receiver, ; 
VHS Camcorders c\ VHS Camcorders \ superimpose with scroll, Call Ed @ Ext. 337 
; ; Video Recorders for all your 
VM-LT700A VM-3700A W)  yRI210 HR-VP616 cC-413 CC-600 remote control, 7-speed shutter and more! par /seecam needs! 
VM-2700A VM-S8200A } HRJ410 HR-VP618 CC-547 cc-740 i | 
Mel HRu412 HRVP710 Video Recorders wt : : 
_ ocumienasti 5 ae SE, ES-70 £S-1000 bk pen Also Available in PAL/SECAM: 
INeoeaA Ts) ViRSOR \s) HRVP612—- HRST41.00 ean a DIGITAL VR507 VR-720HF VCR ¢ Television ¢ Camcorders 
VTF-382A VTF-371A " VR-603. VR-800HF 
VIF-482A VIS-772A i my 5800 a VR674 
; ey We Carry All 
: Accessories 
120-Watt Pro Logic 
OF Receiver 
MX-1 Digital On-Screen display, programmable 
Video Mixer remote control, DSP- digital signal 
4 input switcher, dual TBC's. processing, digital equalizer, digital expansion and much more! 


over 200 digital effects and 









more! 5-Disc Player with 
Custom Memory 
oe ies optical digital output, variable 
1 1G« al v 
55" 16:9 Stereo line output, and much more! 


Toshiba 


CF35C40 CF30D40 


Projection Television 








Editmaker CX35C60 CF30D50 ‘| 6-Motor Drive Auto 
Sound Mixer Titlemaker CX35C80 CF27D50 “) Reverse Cassette Deck 
Processor Plus Thumbs Up CF32D40 CF27D40 : Quick reverse, blank skip, fine bias 
VL-L63U VL-E30 CF32D50 CF27D30 G-34170 
VL-L390. VL-H400. CX32D80 16x9 Wide Aspect Tube 7 
VLE42uU VieH4i0ouU Contemporary Console with sia ech ihe Rt ta \ 





Digital Special Effects! 


-« Large Selection 
8 Call For 13"-35" Prices! 





JXSV55, JXT88 
IXT66 JXS700 Na 


Tripods 
Microphones 
































Discount Prices Wireless Microphonall i hs 
Large Selections Video Lights AR 
Call For External Batteries : 
Brands and Editors 


Low 
Prices! 


WJAVE7 


WJAVEE WITTLS a 
2 aITtS ‘) North America's Largest LCD 


Projection Dealer 


Defective exc hanges may be made within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization hil returned merchandise must be in new ‘condition antl include ‘packaging and printed material in Protect your investment on all your electronic equipment today! 
original unaltered condition, Returns may be subject to a restocking fee. Shipping and handling charges non-refundable. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping : Ask us for details about our fast and convenient 
and handling is extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within 150 mile radius. If you wish to drive to the 

lores, please iat ahead to Seite: the in- 0 ee *Ask for details Colonel Video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Blvd. Houston, ™% 77058 1-5 Year Warranty Programs 


"y 
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CAMERAS & 
ELECTRONICS 


OF MAINE =: 


CALL TOLL FREE! IN NY & OUT OF STATE 


1 Sd gd a 2237 


1957 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! 


ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


SATISFACTION, a W PRICES AND EXCELLEN T SER VICE GUARANTEED! 


99} | PV-10404 ...609.99 PV-S372 


ssl 


91 |V.43._. 
'99| | PV-1Q604..799 99 P-910 


PV.I0504..659.99 PV.900.....524.99 
799.99 


PV-10304...529.99 PV-362......099.99 


*#}\"| [PANASONIC VHS VCRs 


VHS VCRs 
SLV-R1000.779.99. SLV-720HF.334.99 
SLV-920HF.399.99 SLV-620HF.309.99 
SLV-770HF.364.99 SLV-420.....244.99 

8MM VCRs 

334.99 
309.99 
BS 2000..75999 GV.SS0 719.99 
FV-(100......CALL CVD-1000 1389.99 


CALL} |AG-18 


LASER DISC 
MDP-800...719.99  MDP-600 ..519.99 
MDP-750...579.99_MDP-500 ...394.99 


RECEIVERS _ 


STR-D1015. 
STR DION1S.399.99. STRDAIS 


STRDGIS...319.99 STR-DSIS..194.9 
STR-D9N....274.99 STR-D315...164.99 
COMPACT DISC 


5.269. -(335......CALL 
COP-C545 75499 CDP-C245 164.99 
SONY. 
CASSETTE DECKS 


TK: i. 064 a By WR6355 189. " 
K-611....239.99 TCWR545..164.9 
TCWR445 i 


l 
SYSTEM 


MHC-90...729.99  MHC-C33....409.99 
MHC-C70....599.99 MHC-550 ...339.99 
MHCC55....469.99  MHC-450 ...289.99 


PV-S4480......CALL PV-446] 
PV-S4380...684.99 PV-4451.....259.99 
PV-S4366...434.99 PV-4414....244.99 

CALL PV-4411.....229.99 
PV-4464... 354.99 PV-A401...199.99 
PV-4462.....309.99 PV-2401.....169.99 


279.99 


AG-1280.. 739.99 AG-5700...CALL 
NG-1970° 1189.99 AGI ..1639.99 
PRO CAMCORDERS 
A. 1019 99 aG45.199 

=" CALL NG-460—. CLL 


PRO ACCESSORIES 
WAVE... ut Wet) .CAL 


L AG-A9 
CALL 1-13837.. fat 
woeCALL  (T-1384VY 309.99 
CALL 


LASER DISCS 
CLD-D703..709.99 CLD-M403..449.99 
CLD-D503..379.99 CLD-S303...379.99 


CLD-V750 KARAOKE 
NEW CLD-A100 LA 
CONTROL PACKS 
WE CARRY PIONEER MICROPHONES! 
Q PIONEER’ 
RECEIVERS 
219.99 
199.99 


VSX-D4035 409.99. SK-259R..149.99 
VSY-D503S 289.99. SY-203......129.99 
COMPACT DISC 
PD-F1O00....419.99 PD-M703 ...189.99 
PO-FST nnenCALL PD-MG03 ...159.99 
PD-TN3......289.99 PD-M423 ...144.99 
PD-DM902.244.99. PD-MN403 ...139.99 
PD-DM802.209.99 PD-203......129.99 
PD-103 CALL 


CASSETTE DECKS 


CA. #0898874 


SPECIAL EFFECTS, S-VHS CAMCORDER 
DIGITAL STILL/GAIN UP, DIGITAL 
STROBE/ZOOM, ADVANCED RECORD- 
ING, 12X ZOOM WITH HI Fl STEREO, 
LAMINATED AMORPHOUS HEAD 


HI-8, COLOR 
VIEWFINDER, 
470,000 PIXELS, 
24:1 ZOOM 


VE ae 
C-WM62R.279.99 C1-W503R..149.99 Mr F3 
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American Express, Diners Club, Vi 
& handling oer 


{31 Capon, Dis 
hag, All merchandise is brant ne [s 
reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. 


CT-W703RS.209.99 C1-W403R..129.99 
CT-W603RS 169.99. (1-W103......89.99 


change or retund less s 





ie ot showroom. If you wish to dri 
or mai 


Mt MIBIA..... 





in Bank, Cashiers or Corti 








ive to the store, please al 
hecks, 
il pent 


PRICES VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE 


Ask about 
OVERNIGHT 
DELIVERY 


¥ 


99 GR-AX55....519.99 
99 GR-AX37....549.99 
GR-AX35...499.99 


GRAYS. 
JVC VCR’S 





HVP618 


Ve 
PROFESSIONAL 
BR-S378 S-VHS VCR... 


TH-130 SU MONITOR... 
TM-9U MONITOR..... 
TW-900 SU MONITOR... 


JVC RECEIVERS 
OR 





CALL) Tey g75vIW..34499  RY-51SVIN...20499 





RX-7ISVIN...264.99_RX-315VIN...139.99 
aces ——, 
RY-505 VIN... 79.99 
JVG cD PLAYERS 


"169.99 XLGMBOOTH CALL 
1] L-FOVTTW.16499 XDI tic. CALL 


JVC CASSETTE DECKS 


aaa. 


mi i 1D Tvs “cul 


JVC 
MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 


hd (995 419.99 
TT 584.99 MX-S20 nen CALL 


ALT DIGITAL... 
99 





Jvc 
VIDEO PERIPHERALS 


LENMAR 
BATTERIES IN STOCK 





for For Personal Ch 
mint condition wi 
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iol to check in store fopa lity a get the n 
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For ig viries on pak raqap already atone! and 


*TR00-990. from 9:30am-5: 9979 EST 


CALL ED AT EXT 210 


IBM, COMPAQ TOSHIBA AST, TELAS INSTRU: 


9 | MEATS HELETT PACKARD, EPSON, SHARP, AS 





HYANDAL THINHEAD, NEC AND MUCH MORE! 


WE CARRY EWA MARINE 
& OTHER UNDERWATER 
HOUSINGS! 





“aL C CITIZEN 





CAMCORDERS 
ES-1000_ 


CALL FOR 
LOW PRICE! ue 


HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, 

OPTICAL IMAGE STABILIZATION, 
12X ZOOM & MUCH MORE 

MOVIE BOY E] 


C-522 VHS-C 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, 

1 LUX, 12X1 ZOOM LENS 
CALL FOR PRICE! 


on TELEPHOTO & WIDE 


WE ALSO CARRY PAL! 
OPEN ‘SUNDAYS! 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS 


ORDERS:.....1-718-998-5216 
CUST. SERVICE:. 1-718-382-8596 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS! 


re dS wo 


| iat | 


4} \TM-2000... 
MX-1 MIXER . 
THUMBS UP/VIDEO EDIT 
VIDEO EQUALIZE 


MICROPHONES CALL 


VHS .. 
8MNM.. 
BETA... 





ANGLE LENS SET 
FOR ANY CAMCORDER 
CH | [aN RESOLUTION 

REGULAR $149.99... 999.99 
WITH A CAMCORDER PURCHASE 














me of the 

5 TT 
d warranty ¢ 
erwise. USA 


least 4 weg date we 


ou spoke to. My prde ws 
sco eck. Call toll. 


salesman 


Avg fel vary in cost. ret ile. 


WE CARRY BATTERIES & CAR 
CORDS FOR ALL CAMCORDERS!!! 


SUN HI 


GUARANTEED : 
WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 


MONEY BACK!. 


ALL CAMCORDERS 
COMPLETE AND FACTORY 
PACKED WITH BATTERY, 
CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 

CORDS, ETC. 
oy 


ree for shippin 
ntities limited, We sis 


be SS a 



















FOR NAIL GRDERS C 
1-300-US 1 -VIDEO Free 
I -300-37 11-3433 


HOURS: MON., TUES, WED, 10AM-8PM/THURS, 10-9/FRI., SAT. & SUN. 10-7 “Pyne 
877 POST ROAD EAST, WESTPORT, CT 06880 


SONY CAMCORDER RIOT! |S a can |Panasonic.,, | INDUSTRIAL CORNER 


S-VHS 
TR-700 HI-8 2x 700M ‘ Te VHS-C CAMCORDER PROFESSIONAL 
10X ZOOM GE STABILIZER IMAGE STABILIZER : EIS "STEADY SHOT" 12X.2 SPEED ZOOM LENS CAMCORDER 
IR LOW LIGHT | 0.5 Lux LOW LIGHT 1 LUX LOW LIGHT. 


24X & 100X DIGITAL ZOOM 


































































































Mines ate HIGH SPEED SHUTTER DIGITAL SPECIAL EFFECT 
2 LUX LOW LIGHT WIPE, FADE, STROBE, MIX 
COLOR VIEWFINDER SOURCE FOR VCR EDITING pe 
24% DIGTAL ZOOM 
DetALaonNe Be Pv “864 12x 12x11 DIGITAL EIS 
TR-500 H MiFISTEREO © EIS "STEADY SHOT 
STABILIZER 10X ZOOM Soar ag 1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
HI-FI rida ase Baie rasan DIGITAL FADE 
LOW LIGHT 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 
DIGITAL EIS 
PVIQ604 20X1 ZOOM VHS-C { ‘a 
= W/COLOR VIEWFINDER 
TR-101 HI-8 Fe LIGHT 
2 LUX LOW LIGHT 10X ZOOM = WIRELESS REMOTE 
HI-FI STEREO é 


STEADY SHOT 
REMOTE 


TR-91 8MM 
10X ZOOM 





4 LUX LOW LIGHT VL-E40U 8MM VIEWCAM 
TEFL STEREO W/3* COLOR LCD SCREEN 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 270 DEGREE ANGLE 





MAGE STABILIZER 
ON SCREEN LCD MENU Fli 8 
BUILT-IN SPEAKER 








VLE-30U 8MM 















270 pean ANGLE : PRO 830 10X ZOOM / vM- ete pl 
RECORDING 3 co =~ = 1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
ON SCREEN LCD MENU - AE PROGRAM : i 3-WAY DIGITAL FADAR 
BUILT-IN SPEAKER : : LUX LOW LIGHT COLOR VIEWFINDER 
FLYING ERASE HEAD MULTI-FUNCTION 





WIRELESS REMOTE EMOTE CONTROL 























MASTER C-522 VHS-C.g 


GRAX-S7U SUPER aro 
VHS-C 100X ZOO! COLOR VIEWFINDER 
LOW LUX 
570,000 PIXEL 
DIGITAL EFFECTS 
COLOR VIEWFINDER ad ce R MASTER 8-778 HI-8 MASTERC-512 VHS-C 
® CAMCORDER 


6X TOTAL 200M 
AGE STABILIZER bs 12X1 200M 


GRAX- 75U VHS-C SALE’ CALL ¢ : } pe HI-RES e @»: 
20X DIGITAL 200 
1 LUX LOW LIGHT OPTICS 


16X9 WIDE SCREEN COLOR MONITOR = 


































IMAGE STABILIZER | 2.9" COLOR SCREEN 
INCLUDED AV CORDS 
on Wee FOLDABLE HOOD 
10X ZOOM 
TABILIZER ‘ 
|-Fl STEREO 
LUX LOW LIGHT 
Lowest Pric VCR CORNER 
JVC VIDEO ACCESSORIES 10X ZOOM. 
CSE asv6s voeo fiLrrSTeneO DUAL DECK VCRS 








HI-FI STEREO 
STEADY SHOT 
= REMOTE 


VN350 8MM 
12X ZOOI 


| HI-FI STEREO 








ALL MERCHANISE IS BRAND & NEW FACTORY FRESH. PRICES ARE FOR MAIL ORDER ONLY. RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 15 DAYS AFTER PRIOR RETURN AUTHORIZATION NUMBER, ONLY IF RETURNED IN 
ORIGINAL MINT CONDITION WITH BLANK WARRANTY CARD. SOME PRODUCTS LISTED MAY CARRY INTERNATIONAL WARRANTIES. ALL RETURN ARE SUBJECT TO MINIMUM 5% RESTOCKING FEE, SHIPPING AND HANDLING NOT 
REFUNDABLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. THIS AD IS VALID FOR MONTH ISSUED. ALLOW 2 TO 4 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS OR SPECIAL ORDERS. 
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. CUSTOMER SERVICE 





OVERNIGHT 

SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION # 


24 Ht, FAX LINE 


NO SURCHARGE ON 
CREDIT CARDS 
a 





a |_| Y 


TAKING THE SHAKE OUT 


FUTURE TECH i 


TAPE TESTS 


VIDEQTESTS 


Offer good in U.S. 
only. Allow up to 60 
days for delivery of 
first copy. 


Offer good in U.S. 
only. Allow up to 60 
days for delivery of 
first copy. 








| 1-800-71 


FOR ORDERS ONLY =: U.S. & CANADA 


ES! 











8-56 


Enter my subscription for 1 year 
(12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 
| I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 
| the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


: (J SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 


VIDEO for only $19.97. 


Name 





Address 


(Please print) 





State 





City 











Payment enclosed 





» |_| YES! 


| Isave 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 
| the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


























Bill Me 


Enter my subscription for 1 year 
(12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 


SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 


VIDEO for only $19.97. 


Name 





Address 


(Please print) 





State 





City 











Payment enclosed 

















Bill Me 








2570 86th Street 
BROOKLYN, NY 11214 


STORE HOURS 


4 DAY 
SATISEACTIO 
GUARANTER™ 


S-VHS _100:1 | 
DIGITAL ZOOM | 
COLOR VIEW 


NO LOSS E.1.S. jf 








VN-2001 sts fo bY. 
VN-350{equal to TR-82 SALL 
VN-870{equal fo FX-30} ° 
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VCR's a 
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SCHARGE 2BATT...59 
RECORD, IBATT)..... 
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ARE AUTHORIZED | fj 
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All returns are subject to restocking fee and must be 
ses Coast to Coast provides it's own warranty, USA 
vith Coast to Coast, where service is the most. 
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TR-700 HI-8 
10X ZOOM 
STABILIZER oe 
HI-FI STEREO : 


UX LOW LIGHT 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 


TR-500 HI-8 
STABILIZER 10X ZOOM 
HI-FI STEREO , ies 
LOW LIGHT 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 
DIGITAL EIS. 


TR-101 HI-8 
2 LUX LOW LIGHT 10X ZOOM 
HI-FI STEREO 
STEADY SHOT 
REMOTE 


TR-91 8BMM 
10X ZOOM 
4 LUX LOW LIGHT iit 
HI-FI STEREO 
IMAGE STABILIZER 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 


LOW L 
570, 000 PIXEL 
DIGITAL EFFECTS 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 


GRAX- 75U VHS-C 
20X DIGITAL Z00 
1 LUX LOW LIGHT 


16X9 WIDE SCREEN 
IMAGE STABILIZER 











ALL MERCHANISE IS BRAND & NEW FACTORY f 
ORIGINAL MINT CONDITION WITH BLANK WARRAN 
REFUNDABLE. NOT RE‘ 
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SONY CAMCORDER RIOTH! (uss 





1 -B3OO0-37 1 -3433 


HOURS: MON., TUES. WED. 10AM-3PM/THURS. 10-9/FRI., SAT. & SUN. 10-7 
877 POST ROAD EAST, WV RIEN Sehtr CT 06880 


INDUSTRIAL CORNER | 


PR 
12X.2 SPEED ZOOM LENS CAMCORDER 
DANS 406M MICITAL FAA ee tenes ety 










PV-43 20X1 DIGITAL ZOOM | 
VHS-C CAMCORDER 


EIS "STEADY SHOT" 
4D 1. aval iear ‘ 
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POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


VIDEO 
PO BOX 52255 
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35MM CAMERA, BINOCULAR: 
& VIDEO TAPE W/EVERY 
CAMCORDER 
PURCHASE 










NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 














NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
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UNITED STATES 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE 


NO SURCHARGE ON 
CREDITCARDS 


ge 
—) Sees 
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& THE DISCOVER CARD 





Other Models Available 





FOR ORDERS 






DOLBY PRO LOGIC W/DIGITAL PROCESS 
5 DIGITALLY SIMULATED SOUND FIELDS 
A/V RECIEVER 





CALL FOR BEST PRICE 





JIVE; 


Other Models Available: 









Other Models Available 







Other Models Available: 





| 
| 
| 
l 


120 WATTS x 2 








COMPACT DISC PLAYERS | 
| PDMIM3 MULTIPLAY 18 CD W/REMOTE (SMODE DSP) 
1 | MEMORY HOLD LAST DISC MEMORY 


CALL FOR BEST PRICE 


XLM509 





















| 
| 
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| Other Models Available 


R DISC PLAYS 















( 








AG-195 897 
AG-3.. 2177 
POV BG: ccacncianscen OOF 
NEW AGD-P800(SUPERCAM)..CALL 
WIAVES | os cat) sptpritauns oes O 
WIJAVE-7.....-2.200 - 1347 
WIMX-30......ccesceseeereee L797 
WJMX-50.. 

WJTT! 






Lees so 





Ay ile 
Recast! 1177 
AG-5 700s. E197 


es 


ONLY - U.S. & CANADA 
PRO INDUSTRIAL 


Panasonic 








ey 








PV-IQ304... 

PV-IQ404... 

PV-IQ504... Sas 
PV-IQ604... ..827 
PV-54..... CALL 
PV-804... 


PV-900... 
PV-760B. 
P\- @) 










-570 ; CALL 
CT1383Y (MONITOR)...CALL 


14 D 
SATISFA 
GUAR 


/ PALMCORDERS | 





REMOVABLE LENSES 


SUPER VHS TAPE: 
ON_SPECIAL...CALL 











WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
VCR'S. . . . PLEASE CALL! 


HORIZED DEALER 





SPECIAL OF 
°4 HEAD HI-FI STEREO 





* ON-SCREEN DISPLAY$247| 








VHS SLIMCAMS 


VLL-390... css 
NEW VLL-64... 


8mm-VIEWCAMS 


ask ABout VLE-30/35.......667 
SHARP VLEAQ.....0000000.947 





REBATES! Vi +11 400........1297 VHS 


WE CARRY A FULL 
ACCESSORIES.. 


LINE OF SHARP 
|... ESPECIALLY 
BATTERIES....PLEASE ASK! 


“VM 


2570 86th Street 
BROOKLYN, NY 11214 


STORE HOURS 


AY 
CTION 
















S-VHS 













SONY. 


¢ CAMCORDERS Hi-Fi AUDIO -VCRS - 
LASER DISCS VIDEO TAPES - SPEAKERS - 
PLEASE CALL US FOR OUR BEST 








“il 


UC 





CURRENT PRICING! 


*VMESSA #1 RATED 
NEES 16x] ZOOM 


*VMHZ71A (water resistant) 


*VM2600A 12:1 ZOOM BOG 

2700A 12:1 ZOOM 
‘O0A 24:1 ZOOM (colon) 
IMSB200A (SVitS) 









equal to TR30/TR40) 
VN-350 (equal to TR-82' 
VN-870lequal to FX-30 
VN-760 {equal to TR-700) 














ADVAN! AMMA TURN MECHANISM (jog shuttle play) 
CLD-703 MULTI CD/LD PLAYER 
| AUTO DIGITAL LEVEL CONTR 


CALL FOR BEOT PRICE | 





X/) 
Za 
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Other Models Available: 





CTW-603R 


Other Models Available 


ITE DEC 


TDW309 





DOUBLE CASSETTE DECK 
AUTO REVERSE FULL LOGIC 


CALLFOR BECT PRICE 

















M282 (4HD VCR+)...... BE 

M284 (4HD VCR+-+) PRICE 
TE 380 os 
TF 362 (4H Hifl JOG), ,BES 
772 (SVMS VCT-+I06)....... PRICE 


TOSHIBA 


M-250 (2HD) + M-444 (4HD! 
M-460 (4HD VCR-+) = M-64 
+M.660 +=M-659 * M-760 
PLEASE CALL FOR 
YOUR BEST PRICE 














CAR AUDIO... 


SONY. () PIONEER KENWOOD 





DENON 


These are mail order prices only. In store prices ma 
and certified checks. Allow 2-3 weeks for personal 





T 
SELECTION OF VCR's 
PLEASE CALL FOR 











ere LP RICE. 














PV2401 (2HD 
PV4401 (4HD 207 
PV4414 (4HD VCR +)...CAI 
PV4451 (4HD HiFi)....... 

PV446) (4HD Hifi VOR+)......287 
PV4462 (aH HiFi MTS)327 
Va464 (4HD HiFi JOG SHUTTLE) CALL 
PVS4480 (SUPER VHS).CALL 


HRJ210 (2HD)..... 

HRJ410 (4HD VCR+)...CALL 

HTJ600 (4HD HiFi) 257 
‘W) CALL 





NEW HRJ7 














35 1VR/LT. 


Wav4») 35) 
MICS....CALL 
M2000. 


T 
EQUALIZER. 
THUMBS U! 


(AC-DC QUICK DISCHARGE, 2BATT)....59 
AC-DC CHARGE/RECORD, I BATT) 
DISCHARGER-TESTER} oF 
SPM-10 (NEW CHARGER & DISCHAY 
ee eee PROTECTION...... 


SFX-5 (DIGITAL EFFECTS GENERATO 
IEW ADVANCED COMBC)....... 








X 4 VIDEONICS MX-1...CALL 


0) OTTAWA 














CAMCORDERS/VC — 
| TV/VCR COMBOS _MCALCFOR BEST PRICI 
VIDEO NECESSITIES 











VR319 2 HEAD..............167 
VR327 2 HEAD. CALL 





VR538 4HEAD VCRX....CALL | BS 


VR603HF 4HD HiFi.....CALL ps 


VR610HF 4HD Hifi VRX..CALL 
A LL & 


VR674HF FRONT AV....CAI 








VR721HF SUPER VHS...CALL 





vary. Ifyou are planning on coming to the store, please call in advance to reserve merchandise for pickup, We welcome all maj 
check clearance. Please call customer service for prior return authorization # before shipping. Shipping & handling is non re 
returned in original box, and in original mint condition, with unfilled warranty cards. No exceptions. Some items listed are imported and do not carry Manufacturers warranty. In most cases Coast to Coast provides its own warranty. USA 
manufacturers warranty may be additional. Not responsible for typographical errors. Above prices supercede all others, and remain in effect until next month's issue. Thank you for shopping with Coast to Coast, where service is the most. 
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ANTEE 


DIGITAL ZOOM 
COLOR VIEW 
NO LOSS E.1.S. 





















































the film. The huge brachiosaur at the 
beginning of the film, the remarkably 
realistic gallimimus “stampede” se- 
quence and all the running shots of T. 
Rex, among many others, were created 
entirely on computer with filmed back- 
grounds. 

The idea for the climactic dinosaur 
confrontation in the rotunda of the 
Jurassic Park visitors’ center occured to 
Spielberg only after he discovered what 
ILM was capable of doing. “Stephen 
changed the ending based on what he 
saw coming along in CG,” Muren 
proudly explains. The realism of the 
computer-generated images also let the 
director dwell on creature shots as long 
as he liked, a luxury no filmmaker had 
ever enjoyed. “There’s a shot of the bra- 
chiosaur that’s 25 seconds long,” Muren 
observes. 

Meanwhile, Winston was hard at 
work planning the many full-sized me- 
chanical creatures Spielberg was de- 
manding. His most challenging task was 
finding a way to make his studio’s 40- 
foot-long, 9,000-pound, sculpted T. Rex 
“move quickly and strongly with organ- 
ic fluidity,” Winston says. He created a 
small version of the animal and con- 
nected it to the large version through a 
computer interface. Puppeteers manip- 
ulated the small creature to make the 
larger one move. (This technology is 
currently on public display in the Juras- 
sic Park exhibit at Universal Studios 
Hollywood.) The upper portion of the 
large T. Rex was mounted on a cus- 
tomized hydraulic flight simulator to 
give it strong and graceful movements. 

Lantieri had to work closely with 
Muren and Winston to create comple- 
mentary physical effects. If a car was 
crushed under the weight of T: Rex or a 
simple footprint appeared in the mud, 
Lantieri had to make the events look 
realistic “often without benefit of hav- 
ing the creature on the set,” Lantieri 
explains. He also had the harrowing 
task of overseeing stunts—such as the 
car that falls 150 feet through a tree 
right above star Sam Neill’s head—and 
ensuring the safety of cast and crew. 
“We had to treat the T: Rex on the set 
the way we treat a helicopter—as a 
danger area,” says Winston. “It actually 
could have killed you. It was that 
heavy.” 

As proud as they are of their work 
on Jurassic Park, the four F/X artists all 
claim they get too much credit for it’s 
success. “Audiences don’t get that this is 
a director’s medium,” Winston says. 
“All the credit should go to Spielberg. 
We were just doing his bidding. It was 
his creative genius that made the movie 
happen.” But it was also Winston, 
Muren, Tippett and Lantieri who ap- 





peared together onstage at the Acade- 
my Awards ceremony to accept Oscars 
for Best Achievement in Special Effects 
for their work on Jurassic Park. P| 





continued from page 60 


The VCR Plus programming system 
is also standard, with most makers offer- 
ing cable box control through either an 
onboard or wired remote infrared signal 
“blaster.” The latter is needed if your 
VCR and cable box are not stacked 
together. 

Camcorder users will appreciate the 
random assemble editing feature on 
many models that lets you create videos 
by rearrranging scenes in any order you 
want. For quick connections to cam- 
corders, most S-VHS decks have front- 
mounted audio/video jacks. Some have 
S-Video and pause controls, although 
not all editing systems are compatible. 

Some have jog/shuttle wheels on 
the VCR and/or the remote for user- 
friendly, frame-by-frame manipulation 
and special effects playback. RCA’s 
VR721HF substitutes a round array of 
buttons on both the deck and the 
remote that control the same jog/shut- 
tle operations as the more familiar 
wheel, but without the precision. 

Taking a cue from high-end audio- 
cassette decks, some smart decks by 
Sony, Hitachi, Mitsubishi and 
Panasonic use adaptive circuitry that 
adjusts for each tape that’s inserted as 
well as the condition of the VCR’s 
heads. This feature is especially useful 
for rental tapes that have been used so 
often their signal strength has 
decreased. Before recording, Sony’s 
SLV-R1000 and Mitsubishi’s HS-U770 
also taste blank tapes and adjust for dif- 
ferences in chemical formulations. 

Other useful eccentricities in these 
high-end models include 30- or 60-sec- 
ond tape skip buttons that let you give 
bad commercials the bum’s rush, a 
“retake” or “record cancel” feature that 
returns to the previous edit spot and, on 
JVC models, a family message center 
useful for leaving messages like “Be 
home at 6 p.m.” a 








DIREGTORY 


continued from page 76 


The “overreliance on technology leads to 
loss of humanity” message was never deliv- 
ered so entertainingly. Surround. (PG) 92 
min. LD letterboxed $34.98. MGM/UA. 





When a Man Loves a Woman 
1994. Andy Garcia, Meg Ryan; dir. Luis 
Mandoki. Three-hanky, feel-good, 


beautiful-alcoho-wife summer movie. 
For better or worse. Stereo. (R) 126 
min. LD letterboxed $39.99. 


Touchstone 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


Manufacturing Consent: 

Noam Chomsky and the Media 

1993. Bill Moyers, William E Buckley, 
Jr, Tom Wolfe, Peter Jennings, Michel 
Foucault; dirs. Mike Achbar, Peter 
Wintonick. Filmic illustration of Chom- 
sky’s exploration of his theory of sys- 
tematic media deception to keep us dis- 


informed. (NR) 167 min. Two volume 
set $59.95. Zeitgeist. 


DRAMA 


Marianne and Juliane 

1980. Barbara Sukowa, Jutta Lampe, 
Rudiger Volker; dir. Margarethe von 
Trotta. Personal and political collide in 
this journey down the separate paths 
two sisters take through the ‘70s—one 
becoming a feminist journalist, one a 
terrorist. Mono, subtitled. (NR) 106 
min. VHS only, $79.95. New Yorker. 


LASERDISCS 


The Astaire & Rogers Collection 

1994. Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, 
Edward Everett Horton, Eric Blore; dir. 
Marck Sandrich. Fred ‘n’ Ginger, Cole 
Porter, George and Ira Gershwin and 
Irving Berlin showing what humans are 
capable of: The Gay Divorcee, Follow 
the Fleet, Shall We Dance, Top Hat. 
Mono. (NR) 432 min. LD $124.99. 


Turner. 


Even Cowgirls Get the Blues 

1994. Uma Thurman, John Hurt, Rain 
Phoenix, Keanu Reeves, Lorraine 
Bracco; dir. Gus Van Sant. Girl born 
with big thumbs puts them to use 
hitchiking, but wishes to overcome her 
“fate” and settle down with a true love. 
Stereo. (R) 97 min. LD letterboxed 
$39.99. New Line. 


Masque of the Red Death\ 

The Raven 

1963/1964. Vincent Price, Peter Lorre, 
Boris Karloff, Jack Nicholson; dir. Roger 
Corman. Poe double feature; one an 
intense, richly colored tale of plague 
and power, with the best Death since 
The Seventh Seal, the other a wonderful 
tacky, plotless, send-up using leftover 
footage. Mono. (NR) 174 min. LD let- 
terboxed $49.99. Orion. = 
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RATED #1 IN SERVICE, SELECTION, AND SATISFACTION 





Div.of THE SMARTER IMAGE 


35 W. 35TH ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 1000 


INFORMATION 
(212) 564-4398 


CAMCORDERS 


PAL/SE' 24 HR. F. 
(212) 564-4399 (212) 643- S727 








CAMCORDERS 
-S .899 


E-70 
L2W/LENS: 3599 
ALL CANON 
ACCESSORIES 


CALL FOR PRICE 


CAMCORDERS 


PRO-883HB. 
PRO-840 
PRO-930 
C190... 


SERVICE 
CONTRACTS 
50% 


CAMCORDERS 
9 


VTF-370 
VTF-37 





8-918.....CALL 
WIDELENS..119 


GR-SZ 
GR-S27_. 


MAXELL - TDK 
SONY - -FUJI 


T-160 HGX 


3.1 
1 T-120 MASTER pross 3 


DON'T END UP 
IKE THIS MAN! 
IVE US A CALL! 


T-120 S-VHS. 
T-160 S-VHS 
T-180 S-VHS. 
STC-30XRS.. 


ACCESSORIES: 
JX-SV55. 
JX-$300 
JX-S700 


SONY PROFESSIONAL _ 
BETACAM 


17.29.95 
59 BET 29.95 
as PROWINDER..59.95 





TOKINA - ox 
lgittaidowrame 


EWA ;MARINE, 
UW, HOUSING 


SONY. NPK. 


MARK-2. 


SUNPAK 
CV20S.... 
CV-20S AUTO. 
SPARE BULB 95 
AP-200W PAN/TILT.139 
APT-1000 16 


LK-230 
OLYMPIC Batis. 





PANASONIC 
419 


AG-455.. 


ANIM. WORKSHOP.. 


WAVE MAKER... 
MONITORS 
1084. -CALL 


PIONEER 


SONY... 
Jvc. 


BRANDS 
IN STOCK 


RECEIVERS 
CDPLAYERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 
SPEAKERS 
LASER DISC 
KARAOKE 


UP TO 50% OFF 


D-122....149 
D-822:CALL 


D828. 

JVC & AIWA. “GALL 
AIWA DAT 
IN STOCK! 


BC-3100 EUROPE - ASIA 


BC-3200 
BC-3600 


AZDEN 
WMS-PRO.129.95 
WHS. PRO, “CALL 

M/T-PRO. 
WHX-PRO 


1942. .329 WMI 
2 AFRICA - MID EAST HARD DRIVES 
S.AMERICA - AUST.| 2.5 IDE 128 MEG....269 WI 
2.5 IDE 214 MEG.CALL 


.IN STOCK 
»CALL H 


1149 ee 80 


Hiei HA-W70.........145 

RCA woP-101.124.95 

NADY wt-90........7 
ARKON 


BEL 


be 936W....105 966W... 


SUPER TD - 
ECM-144 
ECM-44.. 
ECM-77.. 


TRANSFER 
$10 PER HR. 





"WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR COMPETITION'S PRICE" 


GAGNTONI ALNVEYEVM VSN - ¥41V4d0 GAZIYOHLNV 


























ALFY 


E’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 





JERROLD © TOCOM ® ZENITH 
OAK ¢ PIONEER ® HAMLIN 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 








HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 


ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. 


CABLE WAREHOUSE 





10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 
NO FLORIDA SALES 


Circle 53 on Reader Service Card. 
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MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a’ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 









































































2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 


3. Check with the advertiser re- 
garding any warranties offered Gr availa- 
ble for purchase. 


4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy and a restocking charge. 


5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whem you speak. 

6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac- 
tion. If you pay by_credit card, you may 
have a greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per- 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 
of your credit card companies. ) 


7. If you receive damaged or im- 
proper merchandise, contact the adver- 
tiser as soon as possible. 


8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 


9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers 


WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 


1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or- 
der or delay notification. 


2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pay- 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc. ). 
Keep a copy for your records. 


3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 





4. If your complaint is still not re- 
solved, contact us im writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor- 
respondence and proof of payment 

along with an explanation. of what has 
transpired. 


Mail to: 

VIDEO Magazine 
Advertiser Complaint Dept. 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 





Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 

DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION 
1101 17th Street N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20036 

(212) 768-7277 x300 

Mail Order Action Line 

Your local postmaster, 

(Ask for the name and address of the 
appropriate “Inspector-in-Charge.") 


Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver- 
tiser. 


The Better Business Bureau. 


Your state Attorney General's office. 









AUTHORIZED DEALER OF ALL MAJOR VIDEO EQUIPMENT BRANDS 





TTT TTT TN inercemererrene corer airs 
AVEC VOTTEMIN efi 
Weeiard TU Ary Gall. 
= SONY 


SONY VER’s © TV's © AUDIO 
CAMCORDERS ¢ VIDEO PRINTERS 
















pun pert CALL 800-247-4663 FOR YOUR 


Eetil ve AY ENE , 
* Panasonic we WELLS! FREE COPY OF OUR 64 PAGE 


wt CG 
PANASONIC CAMCORDERS | VCR's — RS CNN ts ee Pell dag 
PROJECTORS | EDITORS | xciov0 | Crise , | _ EVERYTHING FROM CAMCORDERS TO VCR'S, 
pTio. | WuMxa0.| AGW1 p _- & | _ TV'S AND ALL AUDIO AND VIDEO PRODUCTS! 
Panasonic ,; ws 


PANASONIC VCR's 
CAMCORDERS TV's ah 
EDITOR © VIDEO PRINTERS pu TuOne 


ene 
: * 
& 
one 


JVC JC VOR's — anat fac the APEASSORIES Var Neer sii 


TV's © CAMCORDERS © CD's oorOM 








The Planet Policy of Customer Satisfaction 


Planet Electronics wants to be your source for video and audio equipment. 
With your satisfaction in mind, we offer the best deals possible on brand- 
new merchandise and support it with full service before and after the sale. 
Our success rests on satisfied customers and we greatly value your repeat 
















C. business and referrals. We offer no “backdoor deals”’,special prices on 
we an on refurbished products’, or use any “bait and switch” or “hidden charges” 
WE STOCK AL E tactics, All Planet Electronics merchandise is fully factory authorized and 
Suk ; : factory sealed, brand-new merchandise that we have priced below average 
< THE CANON 2 ‘if retail prices. We want our customers to get the best deal on the best mer- 

gt P 


chandise with the best service available anywhere. 































5 otOn, 
AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS = CAMCORDER om Chi ee 
I A 
rn ee . BATTERIES J\\ BOGEN TRIPODS °:x SIMA VIDEO EDITORS 
—— : 2124 Dolly. | Gs44. Shoulder Foe inpae 
ou We Stock’em All. , 7 | \\ 3016 Monopod 3179Tripod = ene, pate Ry 
Just Call! / \ 3116 Mini 3170 Tri-pod 





RCA VCR's © TV's \ 3140 Pro ae 60 Tri- ae REFRESHERS 


CAMCORDERS 5 
2G, VIDEONIC: | rane Lad 
re el rmeaics a6 er = wy a 
SPHILIPS Bit] go 7 ha “Wes Scotch Fl 



















oe C a. yon ot = All Formats! Call! 
PHILIPS HI-FI yycs8®™ ITIZEN ene esr BR ot OR, 
AuDIO/VIDEO = =» CITIZEN CAMCORDER wow ions cent AAAZDEN' AZDEN VIDEO MIC’s a9 





RECEIVERS MULTICD =~ | cp 3" COLOR MONITOR M329 ~—« NADY PRO VIDEO IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE 2" | 
PLAYERS ¢ CD-1 DCC LCD 4" COLOR MONITOR M938. ~—s MMIG’g ¢ HEADPHONES © AZDENLENS* REWINDERS «MIXERS Za 
= 


Videoranth Audion Planets Gorin Ale ust Gall! — 


AT Ss m2 oi Planet \HY 


Better sound trough research vot : : aac 
oO Gey lL : : * Best Deals ” 

a @ al the Best Products PLANET 

| ne c= -SPHIL ' : ms none ® pu pep FLECTRONICS? 


® Product SupPp© Sued Sales 


t 
® Full Factory d Merchandise 


within 24 Hours! 






*® All Factory- 
* Fast Shipping 





IN MICHIGAN CALL 1-313-453-4750 
_ Call with an Order or Questions Today, and Ask for a Free Catalog! NO GREDIT GARD FEES! Ss) TS ee COD 


Circle 54 on Reader Service Card. 











OVE CALL 
GETS VT ALL! 


AV RECEIVERS - SEPARATES CAMCORDERS - VCR’S - TV'S 
SPEAKERS - CD'S - BOOK SHELF-CAR = HOMETHEATER- PROJECTION 
PORTABLE - THX - PRO LOGIC LASER - INDUSTRIAL - INTERACTIVE 














SLR’S - POINT ‘N SHOOT - 35mm LENSES 
PROFESSIONAL GEAR - ENLARGERS - TRIPODS 
BINOCULARS - TELESCOPES 


ALl Audio, Video & Photo Accessories 
Phones, Dictation, Radar, CB’s & More 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS! 


Authorized dealer for all manufacturers. 


(1-800-663-5255) 


Open - 7 days - 7am-— 6pm PST 
W. 418 Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 


Circle 55 on Reader Service Card. 





JVC GRSZ7 
S-VHS-C Camcorder 
* Hi-fi stereo 

* 100X digital power zoom 

* 0.06 Lux * Image stabilizer 
« Remote control 

* 57,000 pixel CCD 


CALL 


JVC GRAX7OU Color viewtinder title generator wremote CALL 
JVC GRAX30U vis-C, 12X zoom 1 lux LOW 
PRICE 


JVC GRAX37U VHS-C, 2 lux,andom assemble edit 
FACTORY AUTHORIZED | 
Ricoh R-16 
8mm Camcorder ss 
* 10:1 variable speed zoom lens, 
Auto fade * Stereo sound : 


* Color viewfinder 
¢ Wireless remote control 


LOW PRICE 


Canon UCS5S, UCS3, ES100, ES100, L2 
Sharp VLE3OU, VLH400U, VLE4OU 
FULL LINE OF SANYO TVs VCRs & CAMCORDERS 


LASER DISC PLAYERS 


Brand Name 
Laser Disc Player 
* Full function 

remote control 
* Clear visual scan 
* 8-Bit laser disc player 


ORIG. $489 
NOW ONLY s3 7 9 
Panasonic LX600 Auto reverse optical out multi laser disc player 


Panasonic LX900 Auto reverse play, jog shuttle w/remote control 
Panasonic LX101 Remote MASH, edit search S-VHS output 


SOUND PROCESSORS 


Hughes AK-500 onic. | 


Sound Retriever $179 
The AK-500 also restores dynamics, depth and 

incredible width to all of your sound. It adds spacious 
ambiance to mono, stereo, or surround-type encoded 
material. The AK-500 does not require extra amps or 


rear speakers, and allows you to quickly s 
upgrade your present investment. & 9 
Hughes AK-100 $939 


Sound Retrieval System 


201-838-3444 
Mon - Fri 9-9 Sat 9-6 EST 


| Hitachi VME55A 


8mm Compact Camcorder 
* 16X F1.4 lens system 

* 1 Lux minimum illumination 

* Electronic image stabilizer 

* Instant zoom 

* Digital signal processing 


rate #1 CALL 


Hitachi VMHS9A His Stereo EIS, color viewfinder 24x digital zoom : 
Hitachi VMH71A His Stereo water resistant 16:9 recording 
Hitachi VMH39A Hi8EIS Worlds smallest and lightest camcorder 


SPECIAL PURCHASE A 


*19 Micron, 8 head ~ 

video system 
* Universal remote w/jog shuttle 
* VHS Hi-Fi stereo sound and MTS pcgerhagion 


¢ Variable skip search sa gy aS 


JVC HRVPGOGU Remote contro! VHS VCR VCRPLUS+ CALL 
Panasonic PV4461 Hi-i MIS VCRPLUS+hd cleaner LOW 
JVC HRS4900  S-VHS remote contro! VCR w/jog shuttle PRICE 


YOUR STORE FOR THE BEST SELECTION 


OF COMPONENTS FOR BUILDING THE 
ULTIMATE HOME THEATER ROOM ! 


Mon - Fri 9-5 EST 


1-800-233-4010 


























Panasonic PV900 
VHS Camcorder 
* 12X Power zoom lens 
* Fully automatic 
1 Lux minimum illumination 
* Digital tracking * 27,000 
Pixel CCD 


CALL 


Panasonic PV54 E15 color viewiinder Hi-fi stereo 12X zoom 1 lu® 249) 
Panasonic PVS64 S-VHS-C Color viewinder 12X zoom? ux © 
Panasonic PVIQ304, PVI0404, PVIO504, PVIQ604 


PROCESSORS/SWITCHERS 


ayes 
elector 

¢ 4 inputs/2 outputs CALL 
IVC JXS700 7 inputs 4 outputs $-Video on all in/out 12mHz remote 
Panasonic WJAVE7 PIP, Color corrector, joystick superimpose 
Panasonic WJAVES Digital special effects, 98 white pattterns 
Sony RME700 8mm RC editing controller 


Sony XVD1000 Special ettects generator | SONY. 


Sony CVPM3 Video printer 


PROLOGIC RECEIVERS 


Brand Name gag 
Pro Logic 
Receiver 
* Dolby® Pro Logic 
surround sound 
Adj digital time delay * Discrete front amps 
© 15W/ch for center and rear 


* S5Wich for front U/R  QRIG. $350 S 
NOW ONLY 2 5 9 


Sherwood RV5030R Dolby Pro Logic receiver w/remote CALL! 
Sherwood RVGO3OR Dolby Pro Logic receiver w/remote CALL! 
Technics SAGX530 Dolby Pro Logic receiver wremote ~=S9R9 


CENTER CHANNEL Spel KERS 


Audio Source 
VS One 
5 * High intensity video 
shielded drivers 
* Dual 4” drivers 
* 1” Ferrofluid-filled dome tweeter 


 Matte-black cabinet ORIG. $119 S 
NOW ONLY 5 9 


JBL SC3O5_Dual 5 1/4" drivers & 1/2" dome tweeter = GALL 
Celestion CSC dual 3 1/2" drivers w/t” tweeter FOR 
Canton AV500 Dual 45" drivers w/1" dome tweeter ~=—s LOW 
Monitor Audio CC200 Dual 4:5" drivers w/3/4” tweeter PRICE 


Some pictures for iitustration only. Not responstble for typographical i St No refunds on video - tar stereo eorane 10 Day defective Hone from date of receipt» All Teinemust ‘be made seal 10 days : heey ot ser yh & are nal toa 
ippin day and 


stockingtee *items mus 


















EAP) the mal ee! 3 . =e 
= > rire 
i We Accept All 
=W i vy, Free NO, sens everye Major Credit Cards & CO.D 































































i) Vy 14 : ; 
y ) PUli t [si cA & 4 NDE y wince Our Sales People are the Most Knowledgeable in the Business ome me Delivery A 7 
SONY Panasonic) 
por ¥ col RY , 
C FEATURES: 
© 12X Zoom 
FEATURES: EATURES: wm | ° Color VF 
Color Viewer FEATURES: FEATURES: 12:1 Zoom © SVHS-C 
¢ 10:1 Zoom ¢ LCD Screen ¢ 10:1 Zoom Hi-Fi Stereo ¢ Digital EIS 
¢ RC Time Code ¢ Digital fader © 2 lux 1 Lux 
¢ Digital fader ¢ 12:1 Zoom ¢ Color VF Auto “10004 once 
© Steady Shot e Program AE R V High Speed 
C I Shutter FEATURES: 
, ¢ Digital El 
FEATURES: io) FEATURES: e VHS-C 
¢ Steady Shot FEATURES: Pe eee : ff ebb 
* Color VF ° 10:1 Zoom agg ° 10:1 Zoom Steady Shot Auto Everything 
° Hi-Fi Stereo ° Bin er ° Steady Shot Top of the ; 
¢ 10:1 Zoom NgIS EONS ¢ Color VF Line Compact z 
¢ Lithium lon Battery ¢ 4 Mode Prog. VCR’S : PY-10304 
: ¢ Wireless Rem. 








FEATURES: | FEATURES: 




























© 12:1 Zoom e 12:1 Zoom e : FEATURES: FEATURES: 
¢ Instant Zoom e1 Lux i messtrase Digital FX-PI Full Size 
¢ Hi Fi Stereo ° Steady Shot Audio Mixing ° Super VHS 
© Steady Shot Wipes & Fades ° Digital Effects om 








Be esiiser ts V 
HITACHI | CANON ise PV-910 op 


soba gtenwexgebeun © Full Size VHS... 







































ff (OR Vv (Min | bs komssrmeeremicic ¢ Auto Focus 
SVHS-C -.oL BSA OL R ; ° High Speed 
FEATURES: | FEATURES: Shutter 
cea tunke: ¢ 64x Zoom p Color VF 
© 100x Zoom ° Digital EIS _ » Wide Lens 


© Special F/X 


re Built in Light ae 
¢ Color VF 


e Video Titler 






¢ Color VF 
¢ EIS Stablizer 
¢ Digital Effects 
e 570,000 Pixels 
GR-SZ-1 
VHS-C 








VIMH-38) uu... cseeeseseeeeee 





















FEATURES: 

























<a View FEATURES: < 
FEATURES: e 24:1 Zoom ° Steady Shot ,.. 
Fully Auto e Stabilization ¢ Hi-Fi Stereo 
Animation e Hi-Fi Stereo Color VF 


* Titling ¢ Built in Light 





VCR’S 
HRS-6900.............000.. 






FEATURES: 



















. FEATURES: 
HRS-4900............... : a 45-4 Fharn PVM-1321.......s0n 
MPS7AD cisco eaanedcecs ‘ y oh ° Steady Shot PVM-1323.2.: sce 
MEO UB sccc cc caavees pecniay ; ¢ 410,000 Pixels 
PROFESSIONAL 


SRS-360 S-VHS VCR.....$798 |VEF-90c......... eee 
aes CALL a PO Pa OS BNE ee 


r, = : a 
ie ot ; a AV RECIEVERS, 
LASER DISC PLAYERS, 


¢ 8 Color Fade 
499 | ° S-VHS In-Out 


























CD PLAYERS, 
SPEAKERS BY: 
~ i eee 5 e 
Underwater Housings Cf “I. ue A.R. ¢ BOSE 
Available by Ikelite, Sony, 9 Fs yi : a POLK AUDIO 
Amphibico, & More "$6 CEA SCALL (4ACG.02 a r. RS AL INFINITY @ DENON 
Return or exchange may be made within 7 days after prior authorization. All returned merchandise must be in original new 
condition and include blank warranty cards. Returns are subject to a 5% re-stocking fee. Shipping & handling non-refundable. Underwater equipment non-refundable. We reserve the NILES ~ VEL ODYNE 
right to limit quantities. This ad valid for month of issue. Not repsonsible for typographical errors. For customer service please call (212) 397-6852 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm e.s.t. Allow 2 to 4 STANDESIGN e KEF 


weeks for back orders, or special orders. *Free offer must be requested at time of order. Circle 57 on Reader Service Card. 








ee LOL et et hh A Re ee ee ed SV | al IN THE PARK 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 8:00pm 
Friday 9:30am to 3: 30pm 
losed Saturdays 
Sunday 10:00am to 7:00pm 

3126 Avenue 


RINE’ 
SPAR 


zi 


CC-TRIOO....___ $1169. 
Hi-MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, 


CL ey 
STEREO HANDYCAM, OPTICAL IMAGE  CCD-FX730V . 
CD-SC5 IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER © 


PROFESSIONAL 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR... 
ae TM-900 SU Monitor 


aX 
a. 
ee 
c 
= 
“ne 
A 
Hees 
° 
“A 
cr 
=p 
I 
a 
4 
= 
~ 
>= 
Zz 
° 
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Reader Service Card 




















Name ——— 
Address 
City State Zip 
Telephone Number (with Area Code) 
1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
20-25" AC) 27°-25" B 25°-27" C 35+ DO 























2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 




















0-2 € 25 SE) 6-10 60 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewing? 
Thour HC) Iday 11) Iweek JCJ NoPlanning KC) 


4. Do you tape “series” programming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 
Yes I) No ac 








5. Which sources Figs = use to - TW viewi 
Daily News rat xe NL (Cable Guide 0 Weekly Newspaper Insert P(_] 
TV Guide Other RCI 








6. How many programs do you tape per week? 
] SCT = 5). fon: 











+ 
7. If programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? 
Yes VO) No 
8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? 








Yes X No YI 











Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 ae 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 82 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 
421. 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 
136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 
167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 #175 176 177 #178 179 
182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 2/19/95. VM1194 


120 
135 
150 
165 
180 


181 195 


| Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 


05 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
718-891-1878 


PROFESSIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 


L VM-2700A.... 


VM-3700A.... 





Name 

Address 
City State____—— Zip __ 
Telephone Number (with Area Code) = a 





(please print) 











1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
20°-25" AC) 27°-25" BC 25"-27" (OO 
2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 
0-2 & 35 = FO 6-10 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewi 
Thour HO) 1 day 1s weel is No Planning KC 
4. Do = ta 3 pro ramming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 
Yes 
is Which sources Pd ou 4 = é —_ by = 
ai Yi able Guide eekly Newspaper Insert PL_] 
TV Guide Med Other RL = 
6. “ Pa many programs do your -_ per week? 


35% DO 





6 











1+ 
7. Kj aie your Vek was made easier would you record additional shows? 
Yes VOI No 
8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? 








No YC) 





Yes XO 





Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29, 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 9% 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 
106 107 108 109 110 141 #112 113 114 #115 116 #117 118 
121 122 123° 124 «#125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 
436 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 
166 167 168 169 170 171 172 #173 #174 #175 #176 «#4177 «#178 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 2/19/95. VM1194 
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7h 1s” Info (212) 397-6700 Fax (212) 397-6834 We Accept All 
726 Seventh Avenue, NY, NY 10019 Major Credit Cards & C.O.D 


Open 7 DAYS Yam-9pm 
Overnight Delivery Available! 


Panasonic 












Our Sales People are the Most Knowledgeable in the Business 







FEATURES: 


Vi 
guOoR 
TR-700 c <a <> 


FEATURES: f FX-730 
Color Viewer FEATURES: 

¢ 10:1 Zoom ¢ LCD Screen 
¢ RC Time Code™ Digital fader 
¢ Digital fader $4488 ¢ 12:1 Zoom 


© 12X Zoom 
e Color VF 
¢ SVHS-C 

© Digital EIS 


PV-10604 . 


Yr TR-70 
erga 
¢ 10:1 Zoom 
© 2 lux S648 


© Color VF 










































* Steady Shot ° Program AE LOR VE LE i $1398 |Pv-1Q@504 
O A 

TR-500 : C AG-3 

FEATURES: R-30 TR-91 FEATURES: 

° ind! bel erg oy © FEATURES: i 

° Color © 10:1 Zoom 10:12 i 

¢ Hi-Fi Stereo $4018 ¢ Built-in Wide S568 ; Steady Shot S788 gristirvsieg 

© 10:1 Zoom Angle Lens *Color VF yeris Line Compact 



















PV-TOAO4 .cecssscesssccesee $618 
PV-10304 3: 


ee AG-195... ; 
eae PV-S63.... 


¢ Lithium lon Battery : Wiese ee 
: ¢ Wireless Rem. 


TR-400 jj ; | 
FEATURES: . , Sh eget eae PVS-770 


FEATURES. 























e 12:1 Zoom . Pepe | ll. uae tated : xs 
Instant Zam ie SLVRI000 SVMS... SBBBL HATTER aN 
¢ Hi Fi Stereo e Steady Shot 5678 SLV-920.......... = Audio Mixing Super VHS 
* Steady Shot iw STOCK SEVIS at Wipes & Fades Digital Effects” sq 
LOW PRICE! oY, Pee $328 58 
HITACHI |CanlOM [we Settlpv.910 oi oRY 
a Ricci iSpset $1228 |eeqtunes: CO) Seger 








JOONS U~E ISOM O9P 
JOS UlvE ISOM OP 


O9VO-ZLLOL AN OA MON 
O9VO-ZLLOL AN “0A MON 





ee Lod ed dt hk oA Me ee ee ed YY le ee a a a a | a dd, 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 8:00pm 
bee 9:30am to 3: 30pm 
hoe et as 3 FOR INQUIRIES ON PLACED ORDERS LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
3126 Avenue 718-891-1844 718-891-1878 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 > aon i 





| Panasoni DSTA 
industria une 
‘an additional 199.00 to amy listed cameorder price! 
CAMCORDERS - 
CCD-TR30 
CCD-TR40 . 
CCD-TR61 . 
CCD-TR6S5 . 
CCD-TR70 . 
CCD-TR82 . 
u CCD-TR91 . . “a 
TRSOO0.____. $999.99 CCD-TR101 . CCD-TRIO1______... CALL ’ | 4 . +» $1079.99 

COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION CCD-TR500 - 999. J J ? F 609. -C, COLOR V.F,, STABILIZER 
CCD-TR400 . 1 
CCD-TR700 
CCD-VX3 . 
eebris 
CCD-FX62 : 6 x VM-H57, PV-900 . 
CCD-FX231 } : VM-HS59) PV-910 
CCD-FX43t i VM-H71A PV-760B 
CCD-FX53 i VM-H70, ‘ 

TRA $169.99 CCD-FX630. 99 €CD-TRIOO_....$1169.99 VM-1700A PV-S770 . 
STEREO HANDYGAN OPTICAL MAGE CCD-FX730V HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, VM-2700A....CALL jg PV-362 . 599. PV-10504.. ..$659.99 | CT-1383Y . 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER © CCD-SC5 “-969.99 IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE VM-3700A....CALL jg PV-S372 . , COLOR LCD, VF. HIF! STEREO, 1 LUX | CT-1384VY 


PROFESSIONAL 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR.. 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR... 
479.99 TM1-900 SU Monitor : 
509.99 TM-9U Monitor. .sossnonu 289, 
499; | TM-130 SU Monitor ‘ : Bari fe PRO 808 8MM..., CC-600 VHS-C....CALL 


49.9 i 
2 PRO PRO 830 8MM.... CC-604 VHS-C....CALL 
VL-E4OU PRO 840 8MM.... CC-740 VHS-C... 
PRO 843 8MM.... CC-413 VHS.. 
PRO 845 8MM.... CC-547 VHS... 


"9 VIDEONICS 


Ting Vlahos Steg Chvmmanseey 


VHS-C CAMCORDER, 

12:1 ZOOM, COLOR 

VF. 1 LUX & MORE 
}JX-T66 Char. Generator...134.99} GALL FOR PRICE 


}JX-T88 Char. Generator...219.99 8822 
JX-S55 Video Editing 


ITH EATER —— v.08 Au nn 9g POCEEED 64.99 ft VIEWFINDER 


= ag se Sih Cri “§ PRODUCTS~ ee roe Cri uo ar as IDS AV Secor. 740 AT pao 
PHOME THEATER HOM : 


( 


p) 


1 
\ 


Dd 


\ 


VIF 181 ae TOP 

VIF 282 so RATED 

VIF 980 esi ORS 

SLV-720HF F edeh vss aOR VIF 382,..smnioirsitnsnan GALL 

SLV-770HF es TELEVISIONS VIF 482 ssn OR LOWEST 

EW! PV-464 , : eles 88.99 BE VTE 772 rss PRICES! 


~ di ee Cea 1469.99 SLV-920HF os CALL fegrerib TELEVISIONS 
bert mk oa ; SLV-R1000 ; Rea Ae MEWCF3005 68X38... so CALL 


TELEVISIONS ane 
PV-S4366 99M F07-701-BK. 629, BETA : 99 fl CF32C4 ABBXAK so rinnnsnnen ALL 


TELEVISIONS | YIF277318K CVD-1000 V Deck 1389.99 SL-S600 vee tis 99 BE 4evxX19K soo GALL 


FSt-GS2 ET. sn CALL FOR OTHER SONY ITEMS —SL-HF2000 i eee CF35CA SosK acs OALL 
F31-672-ET il CF35Ct enn sooo ALL 
F31-700-66 ‘ RECEIVERS CD's ie 


FQ5-A50-CK sons ISTR-D 315 CDPHC 845... 


F35-627-MB... odaeties ISTR-D 515. 
F35-731-MB.... R ISTR-D 615 
F35-751-MB ISTR-D 715 


speaker System -D 915. 319: ? a y PD-F100 . 
WE CARRY A FULL : yr 9.99 PD-FS1 


DS 1120RW ......... 5 a 4 
! MINI COMPONENT. LASER DISC PD-TM3. 
LINE OF ADVENT CALL! Tepe SYSTEMS Be eecmerstatais PO-OMai2 


DR102RW ......-- MHC-450... 
-500 . B9.99 ic Rey” CLD-D503............979.99 PD-M703 


RECIEVERS : : 
AV 8281F marae 310-89 MHC-C33 409.99 i CLO-M403.............448.99ysx.pag .toga.gg FO-M60S 
RV 3281F : 800. 719.99 MHC-C55. 99 HM CLD-S303............379.99 ysx.nooas........... 699.99 pp.Maga 
Ea aes MHC-C70 $99.99 HMI CLO-S201 ..........., 289.89 yax-prgag. 


: : 89° PO-208. TT 
RV SBF... esses wea Sp arabke CLD-V850.. «2 CALL wgx.n603s. 2409.89. PD103 ysis caew say CALL 


x Karaoke CLD-V750...... CALL 
RVSRBIEN Ci hente « any ‘| VSX-D503S........... 2894 CASSETTE DECKS 
“ DISC ? f 139.99 KV27S10....509.99 KVZ7XBAS7..79899 HR CLD-A100 Laser Active VSX-453 : 4 .99 CT-WM62R. . 


e KV27S15....CALL KV32S10.....CALL 
LDR SOT cece E & Control Packs ......,. CALL 4 rege .99 CT-W703RS ... 
: verre 489.99. KV27V10....CALL KV32S16..... CALL VSX-403 . . .. CT.WGO3RS |. 


LOR 500 ‘ KV27V15....569.99 KV32V15.... CALL SX-B03R .........., +. 169 
‘ 569 I T-W503R .. 
UDHIBOO Jcshiiraie cay “611. .99 KC27V55....CALL KV32XBRG7.CALL fag WE CARRY PIONEER cy.o53n gpiatnreee 


LDR610.........45 1 99 KP41EXR96. 4 MICROPHONES! SX-203 
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Prices Vlid only through the corresponding Magazine fue. Al Merchandse fs brond new. To Order: Use any mojo creditcard welcome or senda money order, ertfied check or cashiers check, Please allow 4 weeks for Personal on al for Shipping & Hig charges dy refunds or exchanges mus be made within 14 days of eit of goods. Al refund are subject fo a 5% restocking ee. Shipping and Handing fe s non-refundable. All 
rer st be norignl min contion wih orginal packing nd unfild waranty card. Manufocurers box must be dean of any tape, writing or mutton. NO EXCEPTIONS. These are phone ond mal order pies only. Shor pies ond availablity ae differnt. you wish o come it the soe, please all ched to check on aval onto reserve mechandse wth salespersons name. Some products cary eration worries, USA warrnteed 
products vary in cost. Quantities are limited. We reserve the right to limit quantities, Not responsible for typographical errors 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


To place an advertisement in VIDEO Magazine's Classifieds: 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Payment must accompany advertisement. We ac-| Advertisers must guarantee publisher that none of 
cept checks, money orders and Mastercard/Visa. | the materials and/or services sold through the adver- 
tisement violates any federal laws. Any violators will 


NOTE: ADVERTISERS USING A P.O. BOX NUM- 
BER MUST INCLUDE PERMANENT STREET AD- 
ORESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND CONTACT 
PERSON'S NAME FOR VIDEO MAGAZINE'S RE- 
CORDS. ADVERTISEMENTS RECEIVED WITH- 
OUT THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 


All advertisements are subject to Publisher's approv- 
al. VIDEO Magazine is not responsible for typo- 
graphical errors. No “regular” advertisements will be 
allowed for the exchange, rental, trade, or sale of 
videotapes due to the potential problem of copyright 
infringement. No advertisement will be accepted 
which offer for sale products or services that have 
been illegal because they infringe on copyright pro- 
tection or other forms of property ownership. 


be barred from future advertising in the magazine. 


WORD ADVERTISEMENT: 
Per Word: $6.00 (15 word minimum) 


| City/State/Zip Code are counted as two words. 


DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT: 

Per Inch: 

1X 6X 12X 

$535 $515 $460 

Camera ready art required and pre-payment. 


All words regardless of length, abbreviation, symbol 
or numeral will be counted as one word. P.O. Box 
numbers/Street address are counted as two words; 


Please mail all advertising copy to: 
VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

(212) 947-6500, FAX (212) 947-6727 





ISSUE RESERVE MAT. 
January 1995 11/3/94 11/10/94 
February 1995 11/23/94 12/1/94 
March 1995 12/29/94 1/5/95 
April 1995 1/26/95 2/2/95 
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ACCESSORIES 


SINGERS! Wcen's 


imited, Low Cost, Instantly Available 
Original 
s Everything Karaoke 


from the 


etter and gives you the 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator™ a us 
Free Brochure & Demo Tape. «* 

LT Sound Dept VI-4 

7988 LT Parkwa ea AS 


Lithonia, GA 30! f 


24 Hour Demo/Info Request Line (404)482-2485 - Ext 404 





When You Want Something 


BETAPHILE 


WIDE SELECTION OF BETA FORMAT Videos, 
VCRs. & Accessories. Send $5.00 for a serious 
BETA CATALOG with Sale Prices. ABSOLUTE 
BETA, PO Box 130, Remington, VA 22734 


Better Than Karaoke! 








BLANK TAPES 
1-800-TAPE WORL 


Ni=m|melsre)mela\va els es3 


‘S 1.89 T20Ha- 1,99 
DAT-120 pro 9.99] XLII-S90_ 2. EHG 33 SVHS-1120 6.99 
9.30] XLI-S100 2, , 69]8MM-120 3.49 

“99] HI8-120 5.99 
99] MINFDISC74 10.99 
BQH DR-1-90 


SO} 
DAT-120 7.49} XLI-90 


T-120V 
SVHS-T120 7,99} DAT-120 7. 


L-750HG 3.99] TI20HGX 2. 
minvosc 74 11,994 VC-1120 1. 


TAPE WORLD 220 prin st. 8 








BLANK COMMERCIAL GRADE TAPE T-5 TO 
T-10 $1.25 EA. T-15 TO T-30 $1.35 EA. FOR 
LONGER LENGTH CALL (610) 434-4653 OR 
WRITE TO VHS TAPE WAREHOUSE 1013 SO. 
FOUNTAIN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA. 18103. WE 
SHIP UPS, COD. 


PRO JVC LICENSED PRODUCT 
ALL SIZES VHS/SVHS 
FROM $1.70 
ORDERS 800-307-5215 


VHS TAPE MANUFACTURER Professional 3M 
MAXELL, JVC, BASF, FUJI From T-5 to T-180. 
$0.68ea. and Up. Quality Guaranteed. VHS Cases 
Labels. Call 818-442-8755, AVI Inc., 2328 Durfee 
Ave., Unit J. El Monte, CA 91732 

































SONY “HI 8” METAL-P $322, 
HS TEX S108 - 100250 
USED TAPES. * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Bulk erased. + Quantities Limited 
Includes + California Orders add sales tax 







storage box. + S/H $4.00 per order * NO COD 
rot FREE 1-800-826-5432 vs.mc.Ds 
ALL ELECTRONICS - PO. Box 567 Van Nuys, CA 91408 





BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


Books Of Photography and Art Celebrating 
Beauty And Grace By Graham Ovenden, David 
Hamilton, Sally Mann, Jock Sturges, Irine lonesco, 
Jan Saudek, Ron Oliver, a.o. $2 Catalog. Ophelia 
Editions, P.O. Box 2377-V, New York, NY 10185. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


INVENTORS: The Concepts Network represents 
inventors who want to PATENT and MARKET their 
new product ideas. Call 1-800-835-2246 Ext. 67 for 
a FREE information kit. 


CABLE 


Cable TV Converters! Jerrold, Scientific, 
Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer, Oak...Excellent 
Prices! Personable Service! 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee! INNOVATIVE ELECTRON- 
ICS, INC. 1-800-493-5474. Ask for John or 
Bill. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS JERROLD ® , ZE- 
NITH, PIONEER. OAK, Scientific Atlanta, and 
many more. 12 years experience gives us the AD- 
VANTAGE VISA/MC AMEX COD. ADVANTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1-800-952-3916 1125 
Riverwood Dr., Burnsville. MN 55337. 


REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Universal 
Box. Works on all Jerrolds and Pioneer Systems. 
Mega Electronics 1-800-676-6342 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Jer- 
rolds. Pioneer. Oak. Replacements for most 
models. Quality. Price and Service. Visa M/C. 
Dealer Inquiries invited. EAGLE ELECTRONICS 
INC. 1-800-259-1187, Number One, 1301 
Railhead Blvd., Naples, FL 33963 


PREVENT DESCRAMBLER DAMAGE - 
DON’T BITE THE BULLET!!!! Snooper Stopper 
Data Pulse Blocker $34.95 - Data Blocker with 
Dual Surge Protection $54.95 -Remote Control A/B 
Switch $39.95 - Video—Connections, Inc. 
1-305-741-7284. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 
video tape copy protection, caused by copy guard, 
on pre-recorded tapes $54.95 - Video Connec- 
tions, Inc. 1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES. 
Wholesales welcome! 30 Day Moneyback Guaran- 
tee! Free Catalog!) PERFORMANCE ELEC- 
TRONICS INC. 1-800-815-1512 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER. Eliminates all 
video tape copy protection. $39.95. TWH ELEC- 
TRONICS, 708-481-5295. 















































Test Modules Super Cube For Jerrold ODPBB 
7XXX. CFT 2XXX, DPV 7XXX, Scientific Atlanta, 
Tocom. 5507 Mapper, 5503 Mapper, Zenith. Call 
1-800-939-5553. No CA Sales. 


DEALERS ONLY- Test Chips at below wholesale 
prices. Scientific Atlanta quick boards & 40-pin mi- 
cros. All Jerrold including DPBB, CFT & R2-V5. Pi- 
oneer, Zenith & others. DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER. Software & Master Files Avail- 
able. 1-800-618-7480. 


CABLE HACKERS HANDBOOK. Reveals all in- 
sider information. Only $19.95. Don't be sorry, or- 
der now! 1-800-618-7480. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your 
own Descrambler for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN 
EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List and 
FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTH- 
ING To Try, Included. Send $10.00 to: INFORMA- 
TION FACTORY. P.O. Box 669, Seabrook, Texas 
77586. For C.0.D.’S 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 


¢ CABLE T.V. 9 
e EQUIPMENT « 


All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 
accepted. No Illinois orders. 

L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 

1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
We Accept MasterCard and Visa 
-800-542-8190 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 

















CLEAR TV PICTURE 


Video Stabilizer VHS / S-VHS 

Removes all viewing problems while playing back any prerecorded video tapes 
¢ Restores and stabilizes any video signal to its original strength 
¢ Works with any VCR's and with any video format ~ BETA, VHS or S-VHS 
ON/OFF Switch with Power On indicator and Bypass-Mode for before and 

after comparison 
¢ Gold plated RCA jacks for better conductivity 
e Free Power Adapter 


ws $49.95 
sis $79.95 


S&H $8.00 
Canadian Order S&H $12.00 
1 Yr. Warranty/45 Day Money Back Guarantee! 


Visa/MasterCard/Discover Accepted —_orper Topay! 


Equipment, inc: a BWI RY Bal) 


235, Las Vegas, NV 89119. 
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CABLE TV 
Converters & Descramblers 
*Tocom * Oak 

* Jerrold *SA 


*Zenith “More 


Why tolerate unbearable, monthly 
cable fees when you can buy for 
less at Multi-Vision? 


0-835-2330 








The nationwide source 
for cable TV equipment. 






TV Cable Descrambiers 
vipke Sonvertertels Catalog. 
Pp i) 


MEGA ELECTRONICS 


rte 1-300-676-6342 fro 


| 21 South Main Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787 


UNJAM NOW WITH 
INTELESTAR 
STAR ELECTRONICS ° £21 Corsctors 


eens sama 
1-800-282-4336 [ie scbschaa 


No 800#... No Catalog 
7 Just LOW, LOW Prices! _ 
Call the rest, then call us for the best price. 





305-425-0751 
_ NO FLORIDA SALES! 


CABLE DIRECT 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! » 30 DAY FREE TRIAL! 


Now you can tune-in to your 
favorite cable TV programming 
and SAVE 100's—EVEN $1000's 
on premium 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


Converters * Descramblers ¢ Filters 


y_ FREE Cable TV Catalog 
[eV NN IAI VN 


MODERN ELECTRONICS 


1-800-906-6664 


2125 S. 156th CIRCLE « OMAHA, NE 68130 

































| converters and descramblers 

















Get the latest technology in cable 


© Best prices 

e Save on equipment rental fees 

© Qualit Precise by brand-name 
manutacturers 

¢ Friendly personal service 

e Thirty-day money back guarantee 

¢ All orders delivered fast and conveniently via 


FedEx Economy Two-Day service = = 
You'll appreciate the premium view when you order from us! Call for free catalog 


460 W. ROGER RD. #106, Tucson, az85705 1*800-841-7835 
Caste TV DESCRAMBLERS 


JERROLD, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA, ZENITH, PIONEER, Tocom, Oak, HAMLIN, PANASONIC, EAaLe, STARCOM 









% ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL PRODUCTS IN WRITING! 
* Buy 2 SAVE 10% ON SECOND UNIT. 


PLAZAC SALES INC. 


Cable TV Converters Plus Panasonic, Scientific 
Atlanta, Jerrold, Pioneer and more. Professional 
Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty - Ship 
CO.D. Any one implying. theft of service will be 
declined sales. Sorry, no New Jersey sales. Dealers 


Wanted. —_ PLAZA SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 








Cable Equipment 
Free Catalog 
Stargate SST Authorized Dealer 
Compatible with 
Jerrold ¢ Scientific Atlanta * Pioneer 
MC. ¢ Visa * Disc. * AMEX * COD 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 



































FREE Catalog 


Converters & Descramblers 
30-Day Guarantee 
Best Prices*Best Warranties 








10% Restocking Fee! 


1 Year Warranty 


Distributors Unlimited 
3825 South Campbell 
STE 194 














Springfield, MO 65807 
1-800-967-2603 MasterCard*Visa 
Discover*Amex*COD 
e Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping Show Time Cable 
s Gave: Maney Dost Bent 643 N 98th St STE 260 


NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 
1-800-677-0321 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCI - NO FLORIDA SALES 


Omaha, NE 68114 


1-800-643-4258 














NOVEMBER 1994 


VIDEO 117 











| VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 











ELECTRONICS 
3250 Hatch Cedar Park TX 78613 


CABLE TV 
CONVERTERS 
& DESCRAMBLERS 











with Precise Image ,, video stabilizer. 
Eliminate all copy protection with high-tech 
digital filters. Automatic track signal level for 
Precise Color and Image reproduction. AC 
powered. 2-year warranty. Made in U.S.A. 


VEXCEL INC. $ 69.95 
1-800-495-6888 plus shipping 


STOP JAMMING 
ME! 
If you rent video tapes 
they’re jamming you too. 


When playing back rented movies you will 
notice annoying flashes, streaks, jitters. This 
is caused by copy protection jamming 
embedded in the video. The MVE2000 will 
spot and completely eliminate Macrovision 
and all current copy protection giving you a 
crystal clear picture. 


Guaranteed - 1 year - 30 Day Money Back 


ELIMINATES ALL COPY PROTECTION 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR’s, Beta 

* Comvletely Automatic no adjustments 

* Digital state of the art 

























MVE2000 - $59.95 with 9 volt 
MVE3000 - $79.95 with AC power 
10 % Restocking Fee 
Add $10.00 S/H 
We ship retail orders 2-day 
select services 


Order Toll Free 


1-800-967-2603 


Or (417) 865-8280 


Distributors Unlimited 
3825 South Campbell, 


STE 194 Springfield, MO 65807 


or | OD ect) OO 


118 VIDEO NOVEMBER 1994 












TK Picture ve 





® Works on ALL TVs 


€ @ 4 Source Inputs , 
Res e781 Channel Capability * 
ft O ®@ Video Command Center Remote Control 






Picture 
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VCR Programmer/ Universal Remote 


VCR 


The Only Remote You Will Ever Need Again 
Guaranteed To Work On Any Infrared Product 
Replaces Any 8 Remotes 

Makes Programming A VCR Simple 


AAD 


250) aoe 












ABLE TV (3 


mL 
DESCRAM 


BLER 
LOWEST PRICES SALE 


-Money Back Guarantee- CNG Goncapts Inc 
$ oye Pa P.O. Box« 49503-VM 
MON-FRI MPLS.. MN 55449 
Plaase have MODEL used in your area when calling 


waa exteaess 1-800-535-1843 


IMPROVE 
YOUR 
IMAGE! 








BEFORE 


The clearest picture possible 
playing back movies. 
\ GUARANTEED 
to eliminate copy protection 
* No Rolls/Jitters/Flickers/Fading 
* Works on all TV's, VCR's Beta & Cable 


® Gold Video Connectors & Cables Included 
© 2 Year Warranty 


* Guarariee 





ELECTRONICS 
1-800-562-2252 


2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 


any — | i — 


MULTI-MEDIA 
fa MENT 


* Descramblers/Converters * Digital On-Hold Announcers 
* Laser Pens & Voice Mail Systems — * Bullel Protectors & Immunizers 


1-800-833-2915 


Buy Where The Dealers Buy * Guaranteed! 
Buy 2 Save 10% on a Second Unit! 
FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS SERVICE 








semen Sra 


Cable TV Descramblers 


We offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments ... 


GALT, INC. 
CALL 800-487-2225 


6325-9 Falls of the Neuse Road 
=e = 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


Maximize your enjoyment! Have the 
clearest picture possible when 


OEM CaN Guaranteed 


* No--Rolls / Jitters / Flickers / Fading 

« Video Level Display Indicator--Exclusive! 

* Gold Video Connectors & Cables Included 

¢ Adjustable Output Control - Multi Output 

* Color Defeat Switch - Stops Colorized Movies! 


* Money Back Guarantee 95 
¢ Best Picture Output VX-100 $69, 


SVHS| Model vxs-200 $99.2 
"Don't Settle for Less !" 


AUDIO COMP ~ 


A Volume Stabilizer 19 
« Stabilizes Low or High Volume Transitions WW gor 
« Home Theatre or Stereo Systems \2 
« Stops the CRACKS and POPS & BOOM from AUDIO 
* ENDS COMMERCIAL AUDIO INCREASE 
+ Adjustable Range Controls 
+ RAVE REVIEW FROM VIDEO MAGAZIN 


AC-1 $99. Order Both & SAVE !!! 


Plus Shipping COMBO PACK#1 $149. 
Polaris Industries MADE INUSA 


Same Day Shipping 800-752-3571 
141 W. Wieuca Rd. Atlanta, GA 30342 


























VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFFIEDS 


“VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 





CATALOGS 


TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COL- 
LECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, PLAYBOYS, ETC. 
CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107- 
VM GLEN OAKS, NY 11004 


THE MACABRE VIDEO Underground Cult/Hor- 
ror Obscurities, Taboo subjects. Catalog $4.95. 
M.S.B. Route 1, Box 32, Appomattox, VA. 24522. 











AMERICAS BEST HOW-TO-INSTRUCTION- 
AL/EDUCATIONAL VIDEOS. OVER 3,500 
TITLES AVAILABLE. CALL 516-755-4775 
MESSAGE 





For The Latest In 
Todays Most Wanted 
PATTI CoMecan (6 (Xe) 
Electronics 


DUPLICATIONS 





IF YOU NEED VIDEO TAPES DUPLICATED 
OR FOREIGN TAPES CONVERTED, CALL 
HIGH-TECH PRODUCTIONS 
1-800-662-8336 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY FAST TURN- 
AROUND! VHS. ae 8MM, Hi-8MM, Beta, 3/4” 
(SP), BetaCam(SP). ALL FORMATS. ALL 
WORLDWIDE STANDARDS. G.A.V.S., 
1-800-447-2855. 


EDUCATION/INSTRUCTIONS 


LEARN VCR REPAIR. GREAT PROFITS. HOME 
STUDY. P.C.D.1., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. FREE LIT- 
ERATURE. 800-362-7070 DEPT.VRM619. 


FILMS/MOVIES 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES/SOUNDTRACK 
LPS! Video Catalogue---$1.00. Descriptive Cata- 
logue--S9.95. Soundtracks---$1.00. RTS/VE91, 
Box 93897, Las Vegas. Nevada 89193 




















RARE TV SHOWS! Programs from the 1940s 
through last night unavailable elsewhere! Call 
“The TV Connection" - (818) 709-8813 


IMPORT, CULT, & RARE HORROR VIDEOS! 
Free 700 - title catalog! Mondo Video, 23 Big 
Spring Circle. Cookeville, Tenn. 38501. 


BRITISH T.V. & FILM 400 PAGE 6000 TITLE 
CATALOG $10.00. $5.00 REFUNDABLE. LAUGH- 
ING HOUSE. P.O. BOX 8572, ANAHEIM, CALI- 
FORNIA 92812-0572 


VIDEO SEARCH..... We obtain hard-to-find 
films. 5 searches-S5 & sase. Video Finders, 
1770 N.Highland, #721V, L.A., CA 90028 


FOR SALE 


REPLICA SWISS WATCHES 18KT Goldplated! 
Lowest Prices! 2Y Warranty! Heavy Weight! Water- 
proof! Submarines, Daytonas...! (404) 682-0609 




















CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CALL 212-947-6500 








CABLE 




























FOREIGN VIDEO 
CONVERSIONS 


DIGITAL FOREIGN TRANSFERS, ANY 
LENGTH TAPE, $23.50 FLAT RATE, NO EXTRA 
CHARGES, NO GIMMICKS, JUST QUALITY 
WORK FOR THE LAST TWELVE YEARS! VISA/ 
MC/AMEX. PHOTOSOURCE INCORPORATED, 
18464 KUYKENDAHL, SPRING, TX 77379 
1-800-288-6163. 


PAL/SECAM/NTSC ALL STANDARDS-ALL 
FORMATS! PROFESSIONAL QUALITY, 
QUICK TURNAROUND. G.A.V.S. 
1-800-447-2855. 











HAIR GROWTH 


GROW HAIR 4 Months! New Discovery! Box 
1012-V, Makati 1250, Philippines. Follicles reacti- 
vated. Brochure $1.00. 


HOW TO VIDEOS 


BETTER METHOD TO TRANSFER SLIDES, 
FILMS AND ANY SIZE PHOTO. Fast 
professional results with device you make FREE in 
minutes. Video reveals how and demonstrates. NO 
Gimmick. $24.95 + $3.50 S&H, 1-410-742-8308 


FIND OUT WHERE TO BUY 1,000’'s of the 
World's Best Instructional Videos from Academic 
Studies to Travel. FREE CATALOG! CALL 
1-800-477-2398 


ACADEMIC, EXERCISE, COOKING, 
CRAFTS, HISTORICAL, 100's more. $5 (re- 
funded with order) for LARGE 3500 video catalog 
OR request our FREE sample catalog. DISCOV- 
ERIES, Dept. VN94. 434 Ridgedale Ave., Suite 
11205, E.Hanover, NJ 07936. 


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


ATTENTION 

Effective with the July 1994 issue VIDEO 
Magazine will no longer carry ANY adver- 
tisements for adult materials in newsstand 
copies or copies mailed to our subscribers 
who have not specifically requested our 
sealed adult section. If you are a subscriber 
and wish to receive this section please 
write to: VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th 
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10001 and state: ‘I am 
over 21 years of age and I want to receive 
VIDEO Magazine's sealed adult section.’ 
You must sign your letter. You must also in- 
clude either your subscriber label or exact 
match code and address from your label in 
your correspondence. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to begin service. 
































INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO 


VIDEONICS MX-1 MIXER. Great Demo Video- 
tape. Watch MX-1 Dazzling Effects & Capabilities. 
VHS Tape = $19.95. TRANSAMERICA, 309 Judah 
St.. Ste. 214, San Francisco, CA. 94122. (415) 
566-1212, VISA/MC/AMEX. 


LASER DISCS 
Christmas Specials 20% Off 


* 15% off catalog titles * 20% off Monthly Specials * 
Free delivery, $1.50 handling * Visa MC Discover MO * 
Free Brochure call or write * M-F 3-9PM, Sat 10AM- 
6PM, Sun 12-5PM, PST * 700 Sleater- 

Kinney Rd SE, Suite B-286, Lacey WA mm 2 
98503 * FAX anytime 206-534-0139 
* Call:1- 800-261-0150 x 














Circle 159 on Reader Service Card. 





MAJOR LASER DISC STORE CLOSES. USED 
LASER DISCS STARTING AT $8. SEND $1 AND 
SASE, P.O. BOX 94, MATAWAN, N.J. 07747. 





: 12% OFF LASERDISCS + 
THE LASER IMAGE ... SINCE 1980 
5000 Discs : Pioneer Equipment Dealer 
PH: (303) 586-8360 :« Fax: (303) 586-2728 


LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATA- 
LOG. LASER EXCHANGE SUITE #275. 444B 
BROADWAY. SAUGUS., MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010. 


LASERDISCS LARGE SELECTION, LOW 
PRICES! PLAYERS, RECEIVERS, ETC. WE BUY 
LASERDISC. CALL LASEREX (415) 493-4166 
FAX (415) 493-8149 











FREE SAMPLE - Laser Disc Newsletter News, 
reviews, ads, and more. P.O. Box 420, East Rocka- 
way. NY 11518. Phone (800) 551-4914, FAX(516) 
594-9301 


USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. 
Save Money. FREE CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 Pros- 
pect #221, San Jose, CA 95129 








* 20% OFF NEW RELEASES + 
LOWEST EVERYDAY PRICES 

All Laserdises Discounted rs 20% 
* SALE + 
SCHINDLER’ S LIST (Limited Edition) $109 
DANCES WITH WOLVES (Director's) $99 

Dallas Digital Discs 
(214) 987-4744, FAX (214) 987-3544 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 








WHOLESALE LASER DISCS. 20% Off Entire In- 
ventory. FREE Catalog. Over 10.000 Titles. Next 
Day Shipping, Major Credit Cards. 95% Fill On All 
Orders. Phone# 800-766-5273 Or 714-768-4845 


HONG KONG LASERDISCS, (English sub- 
titled) New, used from $79, free catalog 
BLUE LASER, 54 Hazard Avenue, Suite 105, 
Enfield, CT 06082 (413) 747-8527 






















STAR WARS MOVIES USED/LBX CLV(NOTTHX) $75 


plus $3 S&H. Offer good while supplies last or 'til 12/94!! 


ATTENTION NEWLASERDISC 
PLAYEROWNERS! 


Call us within 3 months of buying a new Laserdisc Player (from 
any dealer! - we just need a dated copy of your invoice), 
& we'll give you a one day 20% OF F LV SHOPPING SPREE!! 
(Limited to domestic titles that have already been released.) 
Above offers expire 12/94, 































Get used disc updates, new release info, place orders & more! 


Join our Computer BBS! 617 894-5990 


IMPORT CATALOG IN ENGLISH! 
The 4th Edition of our famous Import Catalog is 
coming this fall!! Over 3 years in the making, this 
400+ page catalog is your best source for info on 
Japanese & Hong Kong Imports. 
LIST $39.95 SALE $31.96 'TIL 10/31/94 
S&H $3 PER CATALOG. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


1000'S OF NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 
CASH FOR YOUR LD COLLECTION!! 
NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR TOO 
SMALL FOR US!! I DISC OR 10,000! 
WE CARRY IMPORTS & CD-I, TOO!! 

We ship only to N. American & APO/FPO addresses 

Mass. Residents add 5% Sales Tax 


ight & Call or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 
oun 617894-8633 fax617 894-9329 


27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 
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WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 


Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 
* Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 


44 


Years in 
Business 


* 10% discount on all titles 
* Free UPS Shipping in 
Continental U.S. (2nd Day Air Only) 
+ Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 
1-714-892-2283 
Ken 1-800-624-3078 
Crane's |N CA 1-800-626-1768 


| Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. 





MISCELLANEOUS 


RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, educated, 
seek companionship. Free color photo brochure! 
Russia76: P.O.B. 888851: Atlanta. GA 30356; 
(404) 458-0909. 


BEAUTIFUL, RUSSIAN LADIES-SINCERE, | 
MARRIAGE MINDED. Guaranteed Results! 
Correspondence International, 1850 Union 
St.. 1094D, San Francisco, CA. 94123. (415) 
776-4457 

BEAUTIFUL LADIES, worldwide, want corre- 
spondence. friendship. marriage. Sample photos 
free! Hermes. Box 110660/A, D-10836 Berlin, Ger- 
many 




















\ CALL NOW 


THAI/ASIAN WORLDWIDE ladies desire life- 
mates! FREE brochure: TAWL. P.O. Box 937(V) 
Kailua-Kona. Hawaii 96745-0937. (808) 329-5559 


MEET WOMEN WORLDWIDE! Free 32 page 
photo catalog! CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 190VM 
Rainbow Ridge. Kapaau, Hawaii 96755. 1(408) 
980-7488. 








JAPANESE, ASIANS, EUROPEANS seek 
friendship. correspondence! All Ages! Free infor- 
mation: Inter-Pacific, Box 304-A, Birmingham, Ml 
48012. 


LATIN EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN BEAUTIES 
Want Romance/Marriage. Free 56 Page Catalog. 
LatinEuro Introductions, Box 26750-VI, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL. 33320 1-305-858-7766. Anytime. 


PROJECTION TV 


BUILD YOUR OWN GIANT PROJECTION TV. 
SAVE SS THOUSANDS!!! HIGHLY PROFITA- 
BLE!!! SIMPLE!!! POLI-VISION, 187-V CY- 
PRESS STREET, THROOFP, PA 18512-1429 


SATELLITE 
SATELLITE TV 


NEW! SMALL DISH ONLY $899 

FREE catalog lists a great new small 

dish with 200 channel capacity. Easy 

30 minute installation. Beat high 

cable prices and get more channels! 
Satman Inc 


800-472-8626 
























The Cable 
Alternative 












LEARN HOW VideoCypherlIlI Owners Get 
Sound Without Codes. $19.95. NASSIRIAN, 
Box 382H, Rio Linda, CA 95673. 


SATELLITE TV 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems * Upgrades + IRDs * Movers + Feeds 
LNBs « 3' to 24' Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 





galas 
56 pg 
Catalog 


00-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 
Skyvision, Inc? 

1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 


INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF! | 


SUPER VHS 


Super VHS Movies America's #1 supplier of 
S-VHS titles. All Professionally duplicated. No 
VHS owners please! 1-800-331-6304. Super 
Source Video, P.O. Box 410777. San Francisco, 
CA 94141. 











TRANSFERRING 


HOME MOVIES TO VIDEO - 5 cents/FOOT 
Photographs & Slides can be added Editing. Titles, 
& Effects Available Minimum 1000 feet 1-800-944- 
VIDEO 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS $24.95 
NTSC/PAL/SECAM, DIGITAL PROCESS 
VCR SERVICE CENTER, 2298 NW 2ND AVE., 
SUITE 16, BOCA RATON, FL. 33431 
1-800-429-9040 











DIGITAL CONVERSIONS - LOWEST RATES 
Guaranteed quality. All Standards/Formats. IN- 
TERVIDEO 3533 S. Archer. CHICAGO, IL 60609 
1-800-726-1315. 





ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Over- 
seas, Sincere. Attractive. World's #1 Service! Free 
Details. Photos} SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-ZR., Kailua- 
Kona, Hawaii 96745-5500. (808) 325-7707 








HOME MOVIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
TRANSFERRED TO VIDEO. Regular 8MM, 
Super 8MM. 16MM. Beautiful Special Effects. CD 
Quality Music, Creative Titling! Photographs Taken 















DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95. VIDEO- 
CASSETTE DELIVERED. QUALITY GUAR- 
ANTEED. EIGHT GREAT YEARS OF 
SERVICE. SAME DAY. A.1I.V., 595 CIR- 
CLEWOOD, AURORA, OH 44202 (216) 
562-8983. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS From 
$19.95 NTSC/PAL/SECAM, VHS, S-VHS, Beta, 
Hi8. 3D Research. 205 Ravenscroft Court. Cranbe- 
rry Township. PA 16066 TOLL FREE 
1-800-735-8582 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through 
digital process. PAL/SECAM, RK VIDEO DUB INC. 
60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOODSIDE. N.Y. 
11377. 1-800-851-8514. 1-718-639-2881. 


VIDEO TAPES 











WHOLESALE:™.,. 
VIDEO | 


[130 VIDEOS $20 
WM] 
ater stomata $3 
Wend PROMO MARKETING Dept 0000 
sawasinc ore Box 531, Hohwod Ck 72 





WANTED 


* * * WANTED * * * 
RCA VBT-200 VCR 
and/or 
Panasonic PV-1000 


PURCHASED ON OR 
BEFORE APRIL 1978 


WILL PAY TOP $$$ 
CALL (201) 930-6155 





WIRELESS CABLE 


Quality Microwave TV Antennas 
_ WIRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
tra High Gain 50db(+) * Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz. 
* 55-Channel Dish System $199.95 
* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 
* 20-Channel Dish System $124.95 
© Optional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
e Yagi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
; pe Cail or write (SASE) for “FREE" Catalog 
Dish System P,Q. Box 8533 « AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY _ MasterCard © Visa American Express © COD's © Quantity Pricing 





Circle 157 on Reader Service Card. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CALL 212-947-6500 














From Video. G.A.V.S., 1-800-447-2855. 
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Thanks to the success of boxed sets of 
old movies, the selling of laserdiscs has 
reached a level of sophistication many 
observers would have once dismissed as 
a pipe dream. But presented in various 
guises, the boxed set—collections of 
films built around genre releases or 
great stars in lesser movies—is becom- 
ing a marketing necessity because just 
about every classic film that might sell 
more than a couple of thousand copies 
is already on disc. Besides, 
customers usually get a bar- 
gain—four films for the 
price of three is standard— 
and unless one of the pic- 
tures is a complete stinker, 
nobody seems to mind. 

The challenge is to 
come up with good, creative 
packages, a challenge that is 
not often enough being 
met, leaving a lot of inter- 
esting movies to lie in the 
vaults for another 20 years. 
Here are six ideas for boxed 
sets that realistically could 
be put together for the 
delight of videophiles and 
the profits of their owners. 

*MGM/UA 
reportedly has 
been sitting on a 
beautifully remas- 
tered edition of 
John Huston’s The 
Maltese Falcon star- 
tring Humphrey 
Bogart and Mary 
Astor, trying to 
decide what to do 
with a classic that’s 
already been issued 
twice in  disap- 
pointing disc edi- 
tions. One solution 
would be to box the 1941 Huston clas- 
sic with two earlier versions of the 
Dashiel Hammett story that were shot 
by Warner Bros. A 1931 version, direct- 
ed by Roy Del Ruth, stars Ricardo 
Cortez, while a 1937 version, called 
Satan Met a Lady, was directed by 
William Dieterle and stars Bette Davis 
and Warren William. 

*MCA/Universal seems open to 
exploring its science fiction catalog, but 
only up to a point. It Came from Outer 
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Boxing the Falcon and 
other laser-ready gems 











Space, Creature from the Black Lagoon 
and Revenge of the Creature are already 
out in different laser packages, but the 
three creature features were also shot in 
3-D versions, for which there is serious 
demand. They should be packaged 
together in 3-D. All were directed by 


Jack Arnold, so it’s even more sensible. | 


¢MCA/Universal has issued boxed 
sets devoted to Abbott and Costello 
and Hope and Crosby, but it hasn't 

























touched the work of its other 
‘40s comedy team, Olsen and 
Johnson, whose madcap 1941 
film Hellzapoppin’ is one of the 
most requested comedies of its era. This 
and the team’s three lesser comedies— 
Crazy House, Ghost Catchers and See 
My Lawyer—should be slapped togeth- 
er on three discs. 

* Universal is also the repository of 
most of the major films of the Danish- 
born auteur/director Douglas Sirk, and 
most starred Rock Hudson. Four of 
them—W/ritten on the Wind, Magnificent 
Obsession, All That Heaven Allows and a 
letterboxed version of The Tarnished 








Angels—would make a great $100 box. 
If this works, MCA could try pairing 
Taza, Son of Cochise and its letterboxed 
Captain Lightfoot, two Sirk-and-Hudson 
costume dramas as a double-feature fol- 
low-up. 

eStudios are generally wary of 
releasing old genre films, but MGM/UA 
owns at least four first-rate B-movie 
mysteries: Shadow of Doubt with 
Constance Collier as a crime-solving 
dowager, Eyes in the Night 
and The Hidden Eye with 
Edward Arnold as a blind 
detective, and Crime by 
Night with Faye Emerson 
and Jerome Cowan (Bogart’s 
doomed partner in The 
Maltese Falcon) as spousal 
sleuths. The quartet would 
be a perfect $90 box on five 
disc sides. 

Among disc producers, 
only Image Entertainment 
seems poised to exploit the 
magic of the box. An 
upcoming set of Fred Astaire 
films, including the long- 
awaited restoration of Top 
Hat, his best picture with 
Ginger Rogers, is a great if 
obvious choice. But Image is 
also reportedly planning a 
Val Lewton box of his nine 
classic horror movies, 
including The Ghost Ship, 
which has been unavailable 
for 50 years. If this works, 
Image should also consider 
putting The Falcon Takes 
Over and George Sanders’ 
three other Falcon movies 
on a trio of discs. The Falcon was a free- 
lance sleuth based on the stories of 
Michael Arlen. If that sells, it could fol- 
low up with two boxes based on RKO’s 
nine Falcon movies starring Tom 
Conway, Sanders’ brother. And if this 
connects with the public, Image should 
forge ahead with boxed sets of its seven 
movies, five starring Sanders and two 
with Louis Hayward, based on another 
famous rogue sleuth, the Saint, from the 
tales of Leslie Charteris. 

Laserphiles love movies and if video 
companies learn to overcome their 
inherent timidity, they may discover a 
lively way of releasing forgotten gems. = 
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Which scares you more, a horror film with the 
sound turned off, or a horror show on the radio? 
The answer is easy because it is the movie’s sound- 
track which carries the pathos and emotion. You 
can enjoy sound without pictures, but who wants 
pictures without sound? 


It's What You Don't — 
See That Counts. 


It just so happens that cables are the part 


Ht doesn’t cost of your system which can help or hurt the 
a" Ue performance the most... and for the least money. 
>’ AudioQuest offers : . 
a full range of Whether you have two-channel stereo or multi- 
™, channel stereo, you have to have cables. You 
biggest improve- ; : ; 
.. ment you'll hear can’t completely fix a bad system with good cables, 
is going from big but you can seriously degrade a good system with 
fat stranded cable to the nad 
least expensive cables badly designed cables. 
from oe ete , You won't see the cables and you won't see the 
pg ts dor iste Basie: sound — but you will experience the difference! 


booklet — or better yet, visit 
an AudioQuest dealer and 


listen for yourself. audioquest. 


P.O. Box 3060 San Clemente, CA 92674 USA TEL (714) 498-2770 FAX (714) 498-5112 
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GVR DD1: VHB &mm/VHS video cassette recone 


Introduce The Goldstar VH8 
The Ultimate Deck 


For 8mm camcorder owners, the Goldstar VH8™ video cassette recorder is a match made in heaven — because it’s 
both an 8mm tape player and a 4 head VHS video cassette recorder. 

More than just two-decks-in-one, the Goldstar VH8™ does more than just replay video tapes. It copies 8mm 
tapes onto VHS cassettes. It cleanly edits out scenes 
with a flying erase head, for crisp, noiseless transitions. 
Its audio/video dubbing and character titler produce 
studio - like special effects. 

What's more, 8mm tape playback with the Goldstar 
VH8™ reduces wear on expensive camcorder heads, sav- 
ing them to record more of life’s special moments. 

Quasi Hi8 DA 4 head VHS video cassette recorder So if you play 8mm and VHS tapes, take a look at 
plays all 8mm formats. with 181 channel tuner. the Goldstar VH8™ video cassette recorder — it’s more 

than just a case of simple addition. 


GoldStar 


All The Qualities You’re Looking For 





See Your Local Goldstar Retailer. 
Circle 43 on Reader Service Card. 





Give your friends the perfect gift — 12 issues of 
VIDEO Magazine to keep them in the know on video. 


You'll save time ... no long lines, no traffic ... 
and you don’t need to worry about sizes either. 


Your first gift is only $11.97. You save almost 
20% off the regular $15.00 price. Additional gifts 
are just $9.97 — you save even more! Please 
attach a separate sheet for additional gifts and 
return with this card in an envelope. 


DETACH HERE AND M AIL TC TODAY. 


VIDEO Holiday Gift List 


Each gift you give will be acknowledged with a handsome gift card. Your friends 
will appreciate your thoughtful gift — and we will, too. 


In a hurry? Call Toll Free 1-800-365-1008 and order your gifts today! 


Thank you! 


Send Gift Subscription To: (J Enter or renew my own 


subscription, too. 
Name 


hclidvades _| Payment Enclosed 
f 3S 


City eg ees ee ee Sine oe 0 Bill Me Now 


Bill Me $11.97 (additional gifts are $9.97) LIBill me after Jan. 1, 1995. 


Name Offer valid for U.S. and 
Canada. Canada add 
$7.47 for postage and 
City per Seo atate. iP cecetemeeer Cia te 


Address - 
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SHOP EARLY 
SAVE TIME 


GIVE VIDEO TO 
THE BUFFS ON YOUR 
SHOPPING LIST 


| | | | NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
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- BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


VIDEO 
PO BOX 52255 
BOULDER CO 80321-2255 
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